TITUS

TITLE
This letter was sent to Titus, who along with Timothy was one of Paul’s ‘sons’ in the faith. Paul’s two letters to Timothy and this letter to Titus constitute what are commonly called the ‘Pastoral Epistles.’

CONTENT
Instructions to Titus for setting in order the church(es) in Crete, including the appointment of qualified elders and the instruction of various social groups, set against the backdrop of some false teachers 
AUTHOR AND DATE
While Paul’s authorship is doubted by some (see 1 Timothy notes), the weight of evidence favours Paul’s authorship.

Titus was written around the same time as 1 Timothy (c.62 or 63AD), while Paul ministered in Macedonia between his first and second Roman imprisonments. Most likely, Titus served with Paul on both his second and third missionary journeys. Like Timothy (2 Timothy 1:2), Titus had become a disciple through Paul (Titus 1:4) and fellow worker in the gospel (2 Corinthians 8:23). Paul’s last mention of Titus (2 Timothy 4:10), reports that he had gone to minister in Dalmatia. The letter to Titus was probably delivered by Zenas and Apollos (Titus 3:13).
BACKGROUND AND SETTING
Although Luke does not mention Titus by name in Acts, it seems probable that Titus, a Gentile (Galatians 2:3), met and may have been led to faith in Christ by Paul (Titus 1:4) before or during the apostle’s first missionary journey.

Because of his involvement with the church at Corinth during Paul’s third missionary journey, Titus is mentioned nine times in 2 Corinthians (2:13; 7:6,13,14; 8:6,16,23; 12:18), where Paul refers to him as “my brother” (2:13) and “my partner and fellow worker” (8:23). Titus was already familiar with Judaisers and other false teachers in the church, who among other things, insisted that all Christians, Gentile as well as Jew, were bound by at least parts of the Mosaic law. Titus had accompanied Paul and Barnabus years earlier to the Council at Jerusalem where this position had been rejected.

Crete, one of the largest islands in the Mediterranean Sea, had been briefly visited by Paul on his voyage to Rome (Acts 27:7-9,12,13,21). He returned there for ministry and later left Titus to continue the work, while he and Timothy (apparently) went on to Ephesus, where they met a distressing situation and where Timothy remained. But Paul had to go on to Macedonia 
(1 Timothy 1:3; cf. Philippians 2:19-24). Possibly as Paul wrote to Timothy the first time, he was reminded that similar problems had emerged in Crete, and so addressed the churches through a letter to Titus. 

EMPHASES

God’s people must be and do good – this is especially true of church leaders; the gospel of grace stands over against false teachings based on the Jewish law

OVERVIEW
In some ways Titus seems to be a smaller version of 1 Timothy, where false teaching prompted instruction on qualifications for church leadership; at the same time Paul addresses other matters that the false teachers have triggered. So, both the qualifications for elders and the indictment of the false teachers have some striking similarities to what is said about them in 1 Timothy.

But there are some striking differences. The most noteworthy is the fact that Timothy was left in a situation where the church had been in existence for nearly twelve years, and he had to deal with elders who were leading the church astray. Titus had been left in Crete to set new churches in order. So, in this case, Paul begins with the qualifications for church leaders (1:5-9), before taking on the false teachers (1:10-16). This is followed by general instructions on how to deal with older and younger men and women and with slaves, with emphasis on doing good (2:1-10), which looks like an expansion of 1 Timothy 5:1,2 an 6:1,2. The rest of the letter then emphasises, in light of the grace of God, their “doing good” in the world (2:11-3:8), which is again set in contrast to the false teachers (3:9-11).

UNDERSTANDING TITUS

While problems with the false teachers lie behind much of what is said in Titus, they do not seem to be such a dominant factor as in 1 Timothy. They themselves are to be silenced (Titus 1:11), while people who would follow them must be rebuked (1:13). There are enough similarities with 
1 Timothy to make one think that the same kind of teaching is in view: they are into Jewish myths (1:14) and genealogies (3:9) based on the law (3:9); they love controversies (1:10; 3:9); they are deceivers (1:10) and lovers of money (1:11); and they use the law (apparently) to promote ascetic practices (1:15). This final item gets more emphasis in Titus, which Paul responds to with a much greater emphasis on doing good.
The situation in Crete was discouraging. The church was unorganised and its members careless in behaviour. From chapter 2, the men were lax, the older women were gossips and drank too much, and the younger women were idle and flirtatious. Possibly the preaching of the gospel of grace had wrongly reinforced cultural tendencies toward laziness. Paul counters this with a strong emphasis on “doing good.”
While also found in 1 Timothy (2:10; 5:10), this theme of doing good permeates Titus (1:16; 2:7,14; 3:1,8,14; cf.1:8). For Paul there is no tension between grace and doing what is good; doing good flows out of grace. What is at odds with grace is the ‘religious’ use of the law, maintaining purity through observance of regulations, as a way of maintaining God’s favour. But a genuine experience of grace results in a people who are eager to do good (2:14). So these two themes merge in two great theological passages (2:11-14; 3:4-7), the second of which constitutes another of the five trustworthy sayings in these letters.

This letter to Titus is strong on creedal formulas. In two passages (2:11-14 and 3:4-7) Paul states the closest approach to a formulated creed anywhere in the New Testament. Note the elements:

· The personality of God (2:11; 3:6)

· The qualities of His love and grace (2:11; 3:4)
· His title of Saviour (2:10; 3:4)

· The Saviourhood of Christ (2:13; 3:6)

· The Holy Spirit (3:5)

· The implication of the Triune being of God (3:5,6)

· The essential deity of Christ (2:14)

· The universality of the offer of salvation (2:11)

· Salvation by grace and not works (3:5)

· The indwelling of the Holy Spirit (3:5)

· The reality of the new birth (3:5)

· Justification by faith (3:7)

· Sanctification of God’s people (2:14)

· Separation from evil (2:12)

· The Inheritance of eternal life (3:7)

· The return of Christ (2:13)
These notes have drawn heavily on “How to Read the Bible Book by Book” by G. Fee and D. Stuart (Zondervan 2002, pp.383-384), and to a lesser extent “The MacArthur Bible Handbook” by J. MacArthur (Thomas Nelson Publishers 2003, pp.451-455) and “New Testament Survey” by M. Tenney (W.B.Eerdmans Publishing/Inter-Varsity Press 1997, pp.337-339)

TITUS IN OUTLINE

1:1-4 Salutation

As in 1 Timothy, and in contrast to 2 Timothy, this letter is more ‘business’ than personal, and so lacks a thanksgiving/prayer report

1:5-9 Appointing Elders

This list is very similar to 1 Timothy 3:2-7. The fact that ‘appointment’ is in view (not ‘replacement’) is expressly stated in 1:5, which also accounts for the one major difference with 1 Timothy – the duties mentioned in Titus 1:9. They are to be “hospitable: (because an elder provided room and board for itinerant ministry) and “love what is good” (1:8)

1:10-16 Opposing False Teachers

The false teachers must be silenced because they play right into the hands of the proverbial Cretans. Believers who would attempt to follow them must be rebuked. These people are “unfit for doing anything good.”

2:1-10 Godly Living for Various Social Groups

Picking up  the same four groups as in 1 Timothy 5:1,2, plus the slaves from 6:1,2, Paul gives instructions on “sound doctrine” (medical imagery for being healthy) for older men, older women, younger women, younger men, and slaves. Note how often the reasons given for godly living are for the sake of those on the outside (2:5,8,10).Titus is to set an example “by doing what is good” (v.7)

2:11-15 The Basis for Godly Living

Titus is given the theological bases for the preceding instructions – the grace of God, our future hope, and Christ’s redemption, which has as its goal a people of His own, who are “eager to do what is good” (v.14).

3:1-8 The People of God in the World

As in 2:1-10, “doing good” is pointed outward – how to live in a godly manner for the sake of an ungodly world (3:1,2), since we were once there ourselves (v.3). The basis for such living is salvation wrought by the Triune God (vs.4-7) – rebirth initiated by God’s love and effected through Christ’s justifying grace and the renewing work of the Holy Spirit, who is poured out on us generously through Christ (cf. the motive in v.8)

3:9-11 Final Indictment of the False Teachers

This instruction covers again (cf. 1:10-16) the importance of how to practically deal with the false teachers and their followers

3:12-15 Concluding Personal Notes and Greetings

After some personal words to Titus about his and others’ comings and goings (vs.12,13), Paul returns to the theme of “doing what is good” for a final time (v.14) before a concluding exchange of greetings and the grace benediction
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