COMMITTED BUT COMPROMISED

REVELATION 2:18-29:  TO THE CHURCH IN THYRATIRA

Background

Thyatira had become a major trading city of craftsmen and merchants along with their respective trade guilds. The Roman administration usually discouraged these guilds but made an exception in Thyatira because the city supplied the Roman garrison in nearby Pergamum. But to work in any part of the manufacturing industry – in wool, linen, clothing, dyes, leatherwork, tanning, pottery – you had to join the trade guild (a little like a trade union). The difficulty for the Christians was that every guild had its own guardian god. You were part of festivals for your guild and at those festivals you ate food dedicated to the god of your guild. The food was seen as a gift from your god. Prostitution at festivals was expected and this occurred against a cultural background that saw the involvement of married men with prostitutes not as the exception to the rule but as the rule.

Revelation 2:18-29
‘To the angel of the church in Thyatira write:

These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like a blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze’ (2:18)
‘angel of the church’ = (angelos) = a messenger

                                     = probably the leader of the church
‘whose eyes are like a blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze’

· this is how Jesus first appeared to John in 1:14,15

· nothing is hidden from Jesus
· burnished bronze was a popular alloy produced in Thyatira
‘I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first’ (2:19)

‘service’ = (diakonia) = ministry, serving

‘perseverance’ = (hupomone) = patience which only grows under trial

                                                 = endurance

· service and perseverance come out of love and faith
· love leads to service; faith leads to perseverance
· 1 Thessalonians 5:8 faith, love and hope constantly together in scripture

·  faith and love cover the heart

· if we’re lacking in service and perseverance, we need to ask God to help us build up our faith and love
‘and that your are now doing more than you did at first’
· so unlike the church at Ephesus that had lost its first love, this church had maintained its love and increased the practical outworking of that love in service (ministry)

‘Nevertheless I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols’ (2:20)

‘tolerate’ = (aphiemi) = to permit, to suffer

‘that woman Jezebel’

· in this church was a woman whose activity resembled Jezebel in the Old Testament. The name ‘Jezebel’ is used symbolically here
· Jezebel married Ahab, the king of Israel, and introduced her false god, Baal, into Israel’s worship. So she caused Israel to turn away from the true God from the inside – as Israel’s queen
· this woman was a self proclaimed prophetess

‘By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols’
· this woman was claiming as a prophetess, as someone who hears and speaks God’s words, that it was alright to be involved with the guild meetings; it was alright to eat the food sacrificed to the guild god; it was alright to be involved sexually with prostitutes
· this approach would not “rock the boat” and would have seen the Christians maintain their friends, position and standing in the guilds and working community. The argument was even persuasive: it’s only a meal; you don’t actively worship the god in whose honour the meal is held – but at what cost?

‘I have given her time to repent of her immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols’ (2:21)

· why doesn’t God step in straight away when His people really mess up? As a God of grace, He gives time to repent
‘So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways’ (v.22)

‘I will cast her on a bed of suffering’

· God begins with her
· the ‘bed’ becomes both the place of adultery and the place of suffering
· God disciplines His people

· 1 Corinthians 11:32 (but not all sickness is God’s discipline)
‘I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely’
‘suffer intensely’ = (thlipsis megas) = (experience) great tribulation

· the motive behind the decision of most to join the guilds was to escape persecution. They didn’t want to suffer. The irony of the situation was: in escaping the world’s persecution they invited God’s discipline. 
· the same thing happens today. So many of God’s people today compromise their stand and their testimony and then wonder why life turns sour
‘unless they repent of her ways’
· God had given time to the woman here called Jezebel to repent. Her time was up, but God was giving more time for her followers to repent

· my observation is that God seems more patient with followers who are in error than their leader

· the followers had to repent

· people who don’t repent don’t change
‘I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds’ (2:23)

‘I will strike her children dead’
· this could mean:
(a) God brought such a severe discipline over this woman that it resulted in the death of her children

(b) as all of Jezebel’s children in the Old Testament were put to death, so she 
           would see a spiritual fulfillment (her children dying spiritually by being 
           hardened in heart against God)
     (c) her children were not her natural children but those who had become her

          “spiritual children” by acting like her. Again, either of the two outcomes 

          above would befall them – physical death or spiritual death

‘Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds’
· all the churches (plural) will know’

· nothing is hidden from Jesus
· these letters to the individual churches were to be read by all the churches
‘and I will repay each of you according to your deeds’
· God is a God of perfect justice but He gives Himself until judgement day for His perfect justice to be meted out
‘Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets (I will not impose any other burden on you)’ (2:24)
‘Satan’s so called deep secrets’

· This was part of a teaching that went in two directions:

(a) we can sin in our body as long as our spirit is untouched (cf. Gnosticism)
(b) to really triumph over Satan you have to experience Satan’s works. To 
     know God’s grace you have to have experienced the depths of sin
· 1 Corinthians 14:20 ‘in regard to evil be infants’
·    testimonies that spend 15 minutes describing in gross detail our 
    horrendous past sins and 30 seconds at the end of how Jesus saved us
    go in this direction
·   we don’t have to watch horrendous, demonic movies to know they’re 
    wrong, do drugs to know they’re wrong or get drunk to know it’s wrong
·  ‘Satan’s deep secrets’ were probably rites of initiation into the guilds (cf. 
    Freemasonry today).  The Jezebel figure was quite possibly promoting 

    her own teaching as “the deep things of God.”
‘Only hold on to what you have until I come’ (2:25)

‘hold on to’ = (krateo) = to hold tightly, to be mighty, to prevail

‘To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations’ (2:26)

‘overcomes’ 
· a continuing victory, a continuing maintaining the cause

· overcoming is here described as doing Christ’s will ‘to the end’
‘I will give authority over the nations’

· there are many references in Revelation to Christ ruling the nations (12:5; 19:15)
· a share in this rule is promised to the overcomer
· this is quoting from Psalm 2:8
‘He will rule them with an iron scepter; he will dash them to pieces like pottery’

just as I have received authority from my Father’ (2:27)
· the first part of v.27 is quoting Psalm 2:9
· the early Christians understood this Psalm to be fulfilled in Christ (Acts

          13:33)

‘rule’ = (poimaino) = shepherd
‘an iron scepter’ = a rod (not a royal scepter) dipped in iron and used to protect 
                                the flock from attacking animals – strong enough to break 
                                pottery

· Christ has been given this authority and He invites the overcomer to rule
           with Him (Luke 22:28-30; 1 Corinthians 6:2)
‘I will also give him the morning star’ (2:28)

· in Revelation 22:16 Jesus describes Himself as ‘the bright Morning Star’ which means He may here be promising the believers Himself

· another possible interpretation is that because Venus (the morning star) was a symbol of victory and sovereignty to the Romans, even being inscribed on all their standards, the overcomer is here being promised participation with Christ in His triumph and rule
‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches’ (2:29)
‘let him hear’
· this is a continuous activity (tense stresses continuing action)
‘what the Spirit says to the churches’ 
· the Holy Spirit continues to speak to the churches and He can say different things to different churches
· John’s Trinitarian understanding of God emerges here. The living Christ is speaking to the churches words God the Father gave Him (1:1) through the Holy Spirit

· John appears to intend each of the churches hear what Christ is saying through the Spirit to each of the other churches 
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