LISTENING TO THE WITNESSES

THEY WOULD NOT 

BELIEVE HIM

INTRODUCTION

1.  Despite evidence to substantiate the claims of Jesus, such as:

(a)  the Father’s testimony through signs

(b)  the Father’s testimony through Scripture

      John records that many did not believe in Him  (12:37)

2.  In all fairness, those of whom John refers did not have all the evidence presented in the

      gospel.

(a)  they may have seen some of the signs, but not all

(b)  some may have been ignorant of the Scripture’s testimony about Jesus

(c)  they had yet to be given the witness of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead

3.  But even with all the evidence provided in the gospel by John

(a)  many still did not believe in Jesus in those days

(b)  many do not believe in Jesus today

4.  Why didn’t those in Jesus’ day believe on Him, with so many different witnesses?

(a)  John mentions some reasons

(b)  which may help us understand why many people won’t believe in our day

(1)  LACK OF SPIRITUAL PERCEPTION

(A)  Their Focus was on Material Things

1.  They were impressed by His feeding of the 5,000  (6:14)

(a)  they wanted to make Him their king  (6:15)

(b)  they saw in Him someone who could meet their material needs  (6:26)

2.  but His discourse on the Bread of Life caused many to leave  (6:60,66)

(a)  He told them to work for the food that endures to eternal life  (6:27)

(b)  that the work of God was to believe in Him as the One the Father

      had sent  (6:29)

(c)  that He was the Bread of Life  (6:32-35)

(B)  Many Lack Spiritual Perception Today

1.  they are looking for material things

(a)  they want the church to provide for their material needs

(b)  they want the church to entertain (sometimes) them and (more often)
    their children

2.  but the church is commissioned to primarily offer the Word of God

(a)  the church’s mission is to make disciples through the application of

      God’s Word (Matthew 28:19,20)

(b)  which causes many to look elsewhere for “a church of their choice
(2)  FEAR AND MORAL COWARDICE

(A)  They Were Afraid of What Others Might Think

1.  the multitude was afraid of what the Jews might think  (7:13)

2.  so were the parents of the man born blind  (9:20-22)

3.  some of the rulers were afraid of the Pharisees  (12:42,43)

4.  Pilate was fearful of what Caesar might hear  (19:12,13)

(B)  Many Fear What Others Might Think Today

1.  afraid that their friends at school might ridicule them

2.  afraid that their coworkers might give them a hard time

3.  afraid of anything being said against them

4.  yet Jesus taught His disciples whom they should fear  (Matthew 10:28)

(3)  MISPLACED LOVE
(A)  Their Love was for the Wrong Things

1.  they did not have the love of God  (5:42,43)

2.  instead, they loved:

(a)  the things of darkness which they didn’t want to give up  (3:19,20)

(b)  the glory of men, wanting to be praised by them  (12:42,43)

(c)  self and material things, as in the case of Judas  (12:6)

(B)  Many Have a Misplaced Love Today

1.  a love of popularity and acceptance from family and friends

2.  a love of wealth, hobbies, sports

3.  a love of an immoral lifestyle which they don’t want to give up

4.  but Jesus taught His disciples whom they should love and serve

      (Matthew 22:37; 6:24)

(4)  A HARDENED AND PREJUDICED HEART

(A)  Many Were Blinded by Prejudice

1.  the Pharisees were  hardened by their traditions, making them blind to the miracles

      Jesus performed  (9:13-16)

2.  so hardened by their prejudices

(a)  that they were willing to kill Jesus despite His signs  (11:46,47,53)

(b)  they were even willing to kill Lazarus  (12:9-11)

(B)  Many are Hardened by their Prejudice Today

1.  their prejudice for their traditions, creeds, denominations

2.  their prejudice for their beliefs (evolution, humanism, new age) which justify

       their lifestyles

3.  making them unwilling to study the Bible

4.  Jesus warned about the dangers of hard hearts and blind eyes  (Matthew 13:15)

(5)  INTELLECTUAL PRIDE
(A)  Some Were Afraid of Being Thought Foolish

1.  a tactic used to persuade the soldiers not to believe  (7:45-47)

2.  the Pharisees elevated themselves above the multitude as learned and

      understanding  (7:48,49)

(B)  Many Are Hindered by Intellectual Pride Today

1.  they don’t want to be thought foolish by their peers

2.  they may be impressed by people they consider ‘wise’ or ‘learned’ who reject Jesus

3.  but God has chosen the foolishness of the gospel to save people, and to confound

       the arrogant and “wise” in this world’s wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:18-21,26-31)

(6)  IGNORANCE

(A)  Some Rejected Christ Because of Ignorance

1.  they were ignorant of the facts, leading to wrong conclusions  (7:40-43)

2.  they thought Jesus was born in Nazareth, not Bethlehem

(B)  Many Reject Christ Because of Ignorance Today

1.  they have not read the New Testament

2.  they have not considered the evidence for Christ’s resurrection

3.  they have rejected a misconceived picture of Jesus and the church

4.  unlike the Bereans, who made every effort to understand Christ from the

      Scriptures  (Acts 17:11)
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