THE TERM “THE SPIRIT, THE HOLY” IN THE BOOK OF ACTS
There are four ways the Holy Spirit is spoken of in the book of Acts

(1) the Spirit

(2) Holy Spirit

(3) the Holy Spirit

(4) the Spirit, the Holy

Our English versions of the book of Acts tend to blur any distinction, but Luke appears to have chosen the most fitting term each time quite intentionally to bring out a difference.

The Use of “the Spirit, the Holy”

When the book of Acts uses “the Spirit, the Holy” a combination of His personality and holiness is being emphasised

Acts 1:16 the Holy Spirit spoke through the Scripture of the judgement upon the person 

                who would betray Jesus – highlighting His personality (He spoke) and His 

                holiness (the judgement upon the betrayer)

Acts 5:3 Peter’s confrontation with Ananias is direct “you have lied to the Holy Spirit.” 

              Ananias’ sin was against a person (the Holy Spirit) whose holy standard he had 
              intentionally violated

Acts 7:51 Stephen chided the Sanhedrin “You are just like your fathers. You always resist

                 the Holy Spirit.” The early church had come to understood that God gave His 

                Holy Spirit to those who obey Him (Acts 5:32). By contrast the Jewish leaders

                were hard hearted and disobedient (v.51). Stephen recognised the antagonism

                of the Jewish Council was against the Person of God’s Spirit who was perfectly

                Holy 
Acts 10:44 emphasising the Holy Spirit was putting His seal of authenticity on the

                  inclusion of Gentiles into God’s holy Church

Acts 11:15 Peter is repeating the story of how the Holy Spirit declared these Gentiles to

                   have been included in God’s holy Church

Acts 13:2 the emphasis on the Holy Spirit’s personality is clearly seen in that He spoke

                (highlighting His personality), and the emphasis on His holiness in His message

                for Paul and Barnabus to separate themselves for the specific ministry they

                were now being called to
Acts 13:4 following from verse 2, Paul and Barnabus were “sent on their way by the Holy

                 Spirit.” He had called them and they were now beginning the ministry they 

                had been set apart for

Acts 15:8 at the Council in Jerusalem Peter is at pains to emphasise the conversion of 
                Cornelius and his friends as a genuine work of God. He highlights the Holy 

                Spirit’s decisive role in accepting these Gentiles on the basis of their faith in 

                Christ by intentionally using “the Spirit, the Holy” as in Acts 10:44 and 11:15
Acts 19:6 the use of “the Spirit, the Holy” here highlights not only the Holy Spirit’s 

                personality (speaking in tongues and prophesying are vocal gifts/manifestations

                of the Spirit – 1 Corinthians 12:7f) but also His holiness because Ephesus was a 

                centre for occultic practices (vs.18,19)

Acts 20:23 some translations draw out the twin emphases of personality and holiness in 
                  their rendering (such as NASB “the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in 

                  every city…”) – “solemnly” = holiness; “testifies” = personality (speaking) 
Acts 20:28 Paul says “the Holy Spirit made you overseers” (NASB), highlighting the 

                  Holy Spirit’s personality. Part of their ‘job description’ was to guard the 

                  church from “savage wolves” (v.29), emphasizing the Holy Spirit’s desire that 

                  the church be kept in holiness
Acts 21:11 Agabus’ prophetic word over Paul begins “The Holy Sprit says …” pointing 

                   to the Holy Spirit’s personality (He speaks). The content of the prophetic 

                   word is a warning of the reaction of ungodly men to Paul’s witness, 

                   highlighting their reaction to true holiness

Acts 28:25 Paul intentionally uses “the Spirit, the Holy” when prefacing scripture with 

                  “The Holy Spirit spoke the truth to your forefathers when he said …” Paul 
                  wants these Jewish leaders in Rome to know the Holy Spirit speaks (here
                  through scripture) and the rebuke of the quoted scripture points to the 

                  separation of the Christians (who follow “the Holy One” – Jesus) and Judaism
