THE USE OF THE TERM “THE HOLY SPIRIT” IN THE BOOK OF ACTS

There are four ways the Holy Spirit is spoken of in the book of Acts

(1) the Spirit

(2) Holy Spirit

(3) the Holy Spirit

(4) the Spirit, the Holy

Our English versions of the book of Acts tend to blur any distinction, but Luke appears to have chosen the most fitting term each time quite intentionally to bring out a difference.

The Use of “the Holy Spirit”

In each of the seven times the term “the Holy Spirit” is used in Acts, the emphasis is on the authority and grace that the Holy Spirit manifests
Acts 1:8 the disciples are promised power to witness for Christ through the grace and 

              authority of the Holy Spirit

Acts 2:33 the promise of the Holy Spirit being “poured out” (Acts 2:17) is coupled with 

                Christ’s lordship authority (vs.33-35) and His grace in subsequently pouring

                out the Spirit (v.33)
Acts 2:38 grace is again coupled with authority in Peter’s Pentecost preaching promise of

                 the listeners receiving the Holy Spirit if they repent and are baptised in 

                Christ’s name

Acts 9:31 the growth of the early church through the strength and encouragement (Gk.

                paraklesis = one called alongside to help) of the Holy Spirit speaks of grace, 

                while the church’s “living in the fear of the Lord” emphasises the Holy Spirit’s

                authority
Acts 10:45 the initial outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Gentiles was both an act of great 

                  grace and authority, as was soon recognised by the leaders in Jerusalem

                  (11:17,18). The Jerusalem church’s acceptance of the events as being of God

                  was based on the Holy Spirit outpouring over the Gentile group.

Acts 15:28 the unusual combination of “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us” 
                  relates to the Council in Jerusalem’s decision not to impose the Law of Moses 
                  on Gentile believers. The Council recognised the Holy Spirit’s continued 

                  ministry to Gentiles as an expression of His authority and grace in bringing 

                 Gentiles into the Church without their previously having followed the tenets of

                 Judaism
Acts 16:6 the Holy Spirit’s authority is seen in forbidding Paul and his companion’s

                preaching in the province of Asia (v.6). His grace is seen in the opening of the 

                doorway instead into Greece and so Europe (vs.10ff)
