THE PREPARATION OF THE ANOINTING OIL

Luke 4:16-19

· v.18 “ … because he has anointed me to preach the good news to the poor …” (NIV)

· with their strong Jewish roots, the early followers of Christ would have associated any reference to “anointing” with the anointing oil of the Old testament

Exodus 30:22-33 instruction about the anointing oil

· v.23 “the finest of spices” (NASB) = the finest form of each of the named spices

(1) myrrh

· v.23 “… of liquid myrrh five hundred shekels …” (NIV)
· myrrh was collected from a low shrubby tree that grew (and continues to) in the Arabian deserts and parts of Africa
· the gum drips from the shrub into the ground where it hardens to form an oily, yellowish-brown resin. Presumably the gum must have been collected immediately before it could harden (“liquid myrrh”)

(a) the name ‘myrrh’ comes from the Hebrew ‘mor’ (from a root meaning ‘bitter’) 

     because it has a bitter taste to it

· because of its bitterness, myrrh is usually taken to be a picture of suffering

· cf. Hebrews 2:9,10 the integral place of suffering in Christ’s life

· cf. 1 Peter 4:12-14 the relationship between suffering and glory

(b) myrrh was very sweet to smell

· Song of Solomon 3:6; Proverbs 7:17

(c) myrrh was purifying in its application

· Esther 2:12 

· myrrh has antiseptic qualities and was used to stop infection

· it also had mild pain blocking abilities (Mark 15:23)

(d) myrrh was a preservative that could arrest the normal process of decay

· John 19:39

· Galatians 6:16-25 where the Holy Spirit works against fleshly behaviour 

(e) myrrh was costly

· Matthew 2:11

· while we can never earn God’s anointing, many of His choicest saints have testified to an increase in ministry effectiveness after a season of suffering 

    (cf. Hebrews 12:7-11)
· Acts 2:36,33 Jesus could not pour out the Spirit until after the suffering of the cross 

(2) fragrant cinnamon
· v.23 “ …half as much (that is, 250 shekels) of fragrant cinnamon …” (NIV)

· a member of the laurel family, the cinnamon tree grew to be more than nine metres tall, with white flowers and wide spreading branches. Cinnamon was extracted from the bark of the tree

(a) cinnamon was very sweet

· Proverbs 7:17

· 2 Corinthians 5:14,15 the anointing makes us attractive

(b) the word in the Old Testament for “cinnamon” comes from another word meaning ‘to erect, to make stand upright’

· Ezekiel 37:1,4,7-10 as Ezekiel prophesied to the breath/wind/Spirit the bones stood 

                                      erect and increasingly took on the fullness of an army

(3) fragrant cane

· v.23 “ …250 shekels of fragrant cane …”

· this was a fragrant, reed-like grass growing along streams and river banks

· fragrant cane is mentioned twice in relation to Old Testament offerings (Jeremiah 6:20;

Isaiah 43:24)

· the same word translated “cane’ is many times translated “measuring reed” – the reed being used as a measuring standard for other things

· cf. Ephesians 4:11-13

(4) cassia
· v.24 “500 shekels of cassia …” (NIV)

· cassia was probably used in powdered form and was, like cinnamon, taken from the bark of a plant

· the Old Testament word translated “cassia” comes from a word meaning ‘to bow down’
· cf. John 15:26 the Holy Spirit’s submission to Jesus

· cf. 2 Corinthians 3:15-18 our submission to the Holy Spirit’s lordship

(5) olive oil

· v.24 “ … and a hin of olive oil …“ (NIV)

· olive oil was obtained from the olive (fruit) by squeezing

· the oil was used for many things from dressing wounds (Luke 10:34) to warding off ticks in animals (Psalm 23:5)

· because the oil was flammable, it was used with the candlestick in the Tabernacle (Exodus 27:20) giving the Holy Place its only light

· cf. John 16:13,14 the Holy Spirit takes Jesus’ words and brings them home to our hearts
· cf. Matthew 5:14-16 we are now the light of the world 
