THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS: THE NEED OF THE KINGDOM - THE WORLD AND HUMANITY
(1) Eschatological Dualism

Old Testament prophets looked forward to the Day of the Lord as a divine visitation to purge the world of evil and sin and establish God’s perfect reign on the earth

· contrast between present order and the redeemed order of the Kingdom of
     God

· variation in how prophets saw Kingdom:
  Amos 9:3-15 earthly terms

  Isaiah 65:17 new heaven and new earth

· emergence of terms “this age” and the “age to come” (uncertain as to first 
      historical usage but being used in 1st century AD Jewish literature)
· Matthew 12:32 either in this age or in the age to come
· Mark 10:30 in this present age … in the age to come
· In biblical thought eternity = unending time. Greeks had no word for eternity and 
     saw a timeless world beyond this world

‘Age to come’ sometimes used interchangeably with Kingdom of God 

· Mark 10:17 eternal life

                   v.21 heaven 

                   v.23 kingdom of God

                   v.26 saved

                   v.30 age to come

‘Age to come’ sometimes used in same sense as heaven

· Luke 20:34-36 this age … that age and the resurrection of the dead
· note: entered into through resurrection, so resurrection life = eternal life = life of 
      age to come = Kingdom of God

· Matthew 13:39,40,49 (cf. 24:3) at the end of the age
· Matthew 13:37-43 contrast between this age and age to come (age to come =
      Kingdom age)
Character of this age

· stands in contrast and opposition to age to come

· Matthew 13:19,22 concerns for what this age sees as important blocks out
                                    concerns for what age to come sees as important

· Galatians 1:4 the present evil age
· 1 Corinthians 2:6 this age
So this age characterised by weakness, mortality, sin, evil and death.
Age to come characterised by resurrection into the unhindered reign of God. 
Jesus’ message of the Kingdom of God was a message of rescue from sin, evil and death into God’s Kingdom
(2) Satan

Gospels present Satan as a supernatural evil spirit leading a host of inferior evil spirits called demons (Mark 3:22 ruler of the demons). Satan’s chief purpose is to oppose God’s redemptive purposes. Neither Satan nor demons have any power or authority against God. They are in no way His equal
Luke 4:5,6 his claim not questioned by Jesus

2 Corinthians 4:4 the god of this age
Matthew 12:29 strong man’s house = this world’s system (this age)

Satan’s activity

· Luke 13:16

· Matthew 13:38,39
· Mark 4:15

· Mark 8:33

· Luke 22:31

(3) Demons

Mark 1:24 in Judaism, the destruction of Satanic powers was expected at the end of
                  the age with the advent of the Kingdom. The demon recognises a
                  supernatural power in Jesus to crush Satanic power then and there

Demon possession manifested

· dumbness (Matthew 9:32)

· blindness and dumbness (Matthew 12:22)

· epilepsy (Matthew 17:15,18)

· uncontrollable violence (Mark 5:1-15)

This is not to say that all illness is caused by demons:
Mark 1:32 all the sick and demon possessed
Matthew 4:24 the ill and the demon possessed
(4) The World

Greek dualism saw the need to discipline the mind and control the body so the soul was freed from the influences of the material world. Gnosticism saw the material world as the realm of evil.
Hebrew thought saw the world as God’s creation, even though it was plagued with evils.
Jesus saw this age as the domain of Satan but did not see the created world as evil.

· God as Creator, humanity and world as His creation (Mark 13:19; Matthew 19:4)

· God the Creator and Sustainer of this world (Matthew 5:45)

· God cares for every aspect of creation (Luke 12:4-7)

Mark 8:36 gain whole world ( = achieving everything one could desire on human 
                  level) but forfeit life (only found in relationship with God)

Luke 12:16-21,30 this world’s riches can crowd out true spiritual riches

(5) Humanity

Every human being is intimately known by God

Matthew 6:26-30 will he not much more clothe you
Matthew 10:30 hairs on our head are numbered
Every human being is sinful

Luke 13:1-5 all need to repent; tragedies of human experience not given to us in
                     proportion to our sinfulness

Matthew 10:6 Jesus came to seek and save the lost = Israel = the people of the
                                                                                                         covenant

Humanity only finds its ultimate value in relationship with God

Matthew 16:26 gain whole world but lose soul

Luke 12:15-21 rich fool with no spiritual life

Luke 15:7 joy in heaven at salvation of a soul
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