THE HOLY SPIRIT
One of the most striking differences between the Synoptics and John’s Gospel is the place and emphasis John gives to the Holy Spirit

(1) Pneuma (Spirit) in Hellenistic Religion

The Greeks usually thought of psyche as the most essential element in one’s being. In Greek dualism psyche stood in contrast to the body, though sometimes pneuma took on the function and meaning of psyche. In Stoicism, pneuma was a universal power or substance – a fine, invisible, fiery, gaseous substance that interpenetrated all the visible world. In Gnostic thought, power was thought of as a substance and pneuma included the very substance of life. God is spiritual. At creation a spiritual substance united with matter, but it yearned for release. Redemption means the reassembling of the element that is pneuma. The Redeemer descends to gather the remnants of spirit and then reascends. The somatic (body) and psychic elements are left behind. The redeemed becomes pure spirit by liberation from the fetters of the body
(2) Pneuma in the Old Testament

The ruah Yahweh in the Old Testament is not a separate, distinctive entity but is described as God’s power – the personal activity of God’s will bringing about a moral objective. God’s ruah is the source of everything that has physical life. The Spirit of God is the active principle that proceeds from God and gives life to the physical world (Genesis 2:7). It is also the source of concerns for the things of God and raises up and enables leaders
(3) Pneuma in the Synoptics

Both Matthew (1:18) and Luke (1:35) attribute the conception of Jesus to the creative power of the Holy Spirit. 
All three Synoptics: 

· relate John the Baptist’s preaching of the mission of the coming One to baptise in the Holy Spirit

· the baptism of Jesus and the Holy Spirit descending like a dove

· Jesus being led by the Spirit into the wilderness for 40 days

· while only Matthew states Jesus’ power over evil spirits was given to Him by the Holy Spirit, the other two gospels imply this in their inclusion of the teaching about blasphemy against the Spirit
Matthew
 and Luke
 relate Old Testament prophecy that the Messiah would be endowed with the Spirit and Luke
 points to the fulfillment of the prophecy that the Father would give the Spirit to Jesus’ disciples. Both Matthew
 and Luke
 include the promise of the Spirit’s enabling in what to say when persecuted. Mark
 has the substance of this saying in the Olivet discourse

(4) The Holy Spirit in John

As with the Synoptics, John
 relates the descent of the Spirit on Jesus but as a sign to John the Baptist

John 3:34b  verse 35 clarifies that the Father gives the Son a full measure of the

                    Spirit. John implies from this that it was by the power of the 

                    Spirit that Jesus carried out His ministry. He does not state this

                    clearly elsewhere as in the Synoptics

John 20:22,23 Jesus was bestowing on the disciples the same Spirit that

                         had descended on Him at His baptism and empowered Him

                         through His ministry. The disciples are being sent into the

                         world to continue the mission He was sent into the world for

                         (20:21)

John 7:38,39 Jesus was the source of living water that completely met the
                       deepest spiritual needs of humanity (4:14). But because He

                       was going back to the Father, people would no longer be able 

                       to hear His word. Instead of His personal presence, His 

                       disciples would continue His ministry. The Holy Spirit would 

                       be given to them that their words and actions would no longer 

                       be limited to the human level but would become channels for

                       divine grace. In effect they would become sources of life for 

                       those who heard their word and believed it. This could not 

                       begin until the Holy Spirit was given to followers of Jesus,

                       and this could not happen until Jesus’ death and glorification. 
                       The Spirit would come in Jesus’ place to enable the disciples 

                       to do what they could not do in themselves – bring people to

                       faith and to eternal life
John 14:17 from the time the disciples came into contact with Jesus the 
                    Holy Spirit had dwelt with them. With Jesus’ departure the 
                    Spirit would dwell in them. The Old Testament spoke more of 
                    the Holy Spirit coming on people than in some way being in 
                    them.
 But the Old Testament foretold a time of messianic

                    salvation when a new dimension of the Spirit would be given to

                    God’s people (Joel 2:28; Ezekiel 36:26,27)
John 3:3 the Greek anothen can be translated again or from above. John’s vertical dualism of the world of God above and the world of humans below means from above fits the context better. Humanity does not possess life, which is a gift from God that can only be imparted through the Holy Spirit. Only those born from above can experience or enter the Kingdom

John 6:48-58 after feeding the 5,000 Jesus used the broken loaves as a 
                      parable to illustrate how His flesh, like the bread, would be 
                      broken for the life of the world (v.51). This breaking was His
                      sacrificial death and eating His flesh and drinking His blood 
                      (vs.53,54) illustrate that eternal life is only found in the Person 
                      of Christ

John 6:63 taken out of context this verse could be construed to reflect a Greek dualism where the realm of spirit is superior to the realm of flesh which is evil. But John does not portray the flesh as Paul does (where it is fallen humanity against God). When John wrote ‘The Word became flesh’ (1:14) flesh here is the realm of humanity. It is basic to John’s thinking that flesh becomes a vehicle of the Holy Spirit. 

                This verse immediately follows Jesus’ discourse about being the bread of life, a discourse that would have no meaning without the revelation that only the Holy Spirit can give. Referring back to this discourse Jesus is saying ‘The words I have spoken to you’ (about being the bread of life and the need to feed on My flesh and drink My blood) ‘are Spirit and life.’ Without the Spirit’s illumination, the words are ineffective and impotent as the following verse makes clear ‘Yet there some of you who do not believe’ (v.64a)
The contrast between the realm above and the realm below is the contrast between the realm of Holy Spirit and the realm of human existence. But the Holy Spirit has entered into the realm of human existence in Jesus and made His death the way of salvation.
John 3:6 the flesh is not here evil but is incapable of reaching up to the

                world of God and understanding divine realities. This can only 

                happen by the Holy Spirit descending into the sphere of human

                history, the sphere of flesh

John 4:23 the word spirit in his worshippers must worship him in spirit and

                 in truth is almost certainly a reference to the Holy Spirit. It is not 

                 the building that makes worship true or right but the presence of 

                 the Holy Spirit. Only those born of the Spirit can worship in this 

                 way.

                Truth in John’s gospel is basically the Old Testament concept of 

                God’s faithfulness to who He is. In this context truth is God’s
                faithfulness to His redemptive purposes through His Son. So
                worshipping in truth is worshipping with an enlightened understanding
                of who Christ is and what He came to do. Because this is impossible 
                without the Holy Spirit’s revelation, worshipping in truth necessitates 
                worshipping in the Spirit 
(5) The Paraclete

The Authorised Version’s use of the term comforter goes back to Wycliffe’s early English translation in the 14 century and derives from the Latin comfortare, meaning ‘to make strong’ or ‘to fortify.’ The Greek word means ‘advocate’ in the legal sense as it is used in 1 John 2:1. 

How is this reconciled with its use in John’s Gospel where the Holy Spirit is more a teacher to instruct and lead the disciples than an advocate to defend them?

The linguistic solution is probably found in the Hebrew term melis which means mediator and by association vindicator. The word appears in Qumran literature where it means interpreter of knowledge (teacher) and mediator. It is this well known combination of teacher and mediator which parallels John’s use of the Greek parakletos
(6) The Nature of the Paraclete

In John 14:16 John (quoting Jesus) calls the Holy Spirit another Paraclete, implying Jesus had been a Paraclete to His disciples and that the Holy Spirit was coming in His place to continue His ministry with His disciples. 

· as Jesus came into the world (5:43; 16:28; 18:37) so will the Holy Spirit (14:16)
· as Jesus came from the Father (16:27,28) so will the Holy Spirit come forth from the Father (14:16)

· as the Father gave the Son (3:16) so will the Father give the Holy Spirit (14:16)

· as Jesus came forth in the Father’s name (5:43) so the Holy Spirit will come forth in Jesus’ name (by Jesus’ authority) (14:16)

· as Jesus is the truth (14:16) the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth (14:17)

· as Jesus is the Holy One of God (6:69) so the Spirit is the Holy Spirit (14:26)

· as Jesus had been with His disciples a short time so the Holy Spirit would be with them forever (14:16)
John 14:18 Jesus was saying He would come to them in the Holy Spirit

The word for Spirit (pneuma) is grammatically neuter and by the rules of grammar, any connected pronoun or adjective would be neuter as well. But in each usage in John’s Gospel the connected pronoun is intentionally masculine inferring the Personality of the Spirit (14:17,26; 15:26; 16:13)
(7) The Mission of the Spirit to the Disciples

John 14:17 the Spirit had been with them but would be in them

John 7:38,39 this future receiving of the Spirit would be like living water 

                       rising up from within

This stands in contrast to the work of the Spirit under the old dispensation where the Spirit endowed people to fulfill offices in the Theocracy. The person could only fulfill the office by the Spirit’s enabling. The symbol of the Spirit’s impartation was anointing with oil. This empowering was not associated with moral qualification (eg. Baalam in Numbers 24:2).
Because the Spirit endowed people to fulfill official functions, when the person became unusable, the Spirit might leave them (1 Samuel 16:14; Judges 14:6; 16:20)

Psalm 51:11 David’s prayer is that he would not be cast aside as had Saul

                      before him

John 14:16,17 by contrast the Spirit was to indwell believers forever

The Spirit always draws attention to Christ
John 16:14 

John 15:26

The Spirit is the Spirit of truth

John 14:17

John 16:13 all truth = the full revelation of God’s mind relating to the 

                                   redemption of humanity

                                   Jesus was conscious that His instruction was 
                                   incomplete because the disciples were not able to 
                                   receive all that He could impart to them. Before the
                                   resurrection for example, the disciples could not 
                                   understand that God’s purpose was for Jesus to die. 
                                   They had heard Jesus speak of His death but couldn’t 
                                   understand its fuller meaning. The Holy Spirit would 

                                   take them back to Jesus’ very words (14:26; 16:14)
                                   and give them understanding.
                      what is yet to come = probably referring to prophetic insight 

                                   into areas yet future in the experience of the disciples 

                                   (the formation of the church and the deposit of truth

                                   that was to be given through the apostles and 

                                   prophets, including their understanding of end-time

                                   events). This might include both recalling what Jesus 

                                   had taught them and leading them into new areas of 

                                   divine truth
The Holy Spirit would empower believers

John 14:12 the greater works possibly refers to the transformation of lives

                    by the Holy Spirit through the preaching of the gospel

John 20:21,22 Jesus post resurrection appearance to the disciples links

                         His commission in sending the disciples (as He had been

                         sent) with their receiving the Holy Spirit
John 20:23 as the disciples went out preaching the gospel, some would 

                    accept their message and some refuse it. Those who accepted 

                    the message would receive forgiveness for their sins; those 

                    who rejected the message would retain their sins. Only as the

                    representative of Christ is endowed by the Spirit can they 

                    successfully engage in the ministry of turning people from their 

                    sins

(8) The Mission of the Spirit to the World

The primary function of the Holy Spirit to believers is to be their teacher; the primary function of the Holy Spirit to the world is to be an accuser.
John 16:8-11 the word of the disciples, empowered by the Holy Spirit, will 

                       convict the world of

(1) sin – the greatest sin is unbelief, an unwillingness to 

believe that Jesus was sent from the Father as the ultimate sacrifice for our sin.

(2) righteousness – the world puts its confidence in its good works. The Spirit will convict the world that Jesus alone was the Righteous One, vindicated by the Father by raising Him from death and receiving Him victoriously into heaven
(3) judgement – the death of Christ is clear demonstration that God is not passing over evil, having condemned and judged all evil at the cross. The cross is the ultimate assurance that there will be a day of judgement when not only the prince of this world but the world itself will be judged
This study is largely a summary of ‘A Theology of the New Testament’ by G.E.Ladd. Revised Edition edited by D.A.Hagner (William Eerdman’s Publishing Company: Grand Rapids, Michigan) 1988, Chapter 22 ‘The Holy Spirit’

© 2011 Geoff Wilson
� Matthew 3:11; Luke 3:16; Mark 1:8


� Matthew 12:18


� Luke 4:18


� Luke 11:13


� Matthew 10:20


� Luke 2:12


� Mark 13:11


� John 1:32-34 


� Eg. Judges 11:29; 14:6,19; 15:14 cf. Psalm 51:10,11





