THE HOLY SPIRIT AS THE SEAL

Ephesians 1:13

2 Corinthians 1:21,22

· The seal was an instrument of stone, metal or other hard substance on which was engraved a figure, design or mark, and was used for making an impression on a soft substance such as clay or wax, which was itself on another object – a letter or document

· The seal often took the form of a ring or some form of cylinder which was bored through from end to end, and a cord passed through so it could be worn around the neck

Seals in Bible times were used

(1) to guarantee the authenticity and genuine character of something

  Esther 3:12 sealed with the king’s ring

  2 Corinthians 3:2,3 the church was the Holy Spirit’s letter. Because letters were 

                                  ordinarily sealed with the writer’s seal, Paul may have been also

                                  thinking of this sense of authenticity 

(2) ownership

  Song of Solomon 8:6 the husband wants to be a seal over the bride’s heart so others

                                     will see that she belongs to him
 1 Corinthians 6:19 we are the temple of the Holy Spirit. Our lives no longer belong to us

(3) protection

  Matthew 27:66 the stone over the opening to Jesus’ tomb had a seal on it

  1 Peter 1:5 kept by the power of God

Ephesians 4:30 we are sealed for the day of redemption
