THE HOLY SPIRIT AS THE FIRSTFRUITS

Romans8:
vs.1,2

· The law (or principle) of living according to the Spirit replaces, and in so doing, sets us free from, having to live according to the flesh (the law or principle of sin and death)
vs.3,4
· What the Law of Moses aimed at, practical righteous living, could never be attained. Human sin made it impossible. The flesh principle cannot bring forth God’s life. Christ condemned the flesh principle. But practical, righteous living can be brought forth in us who live by the Spirit

vs.5-13
· Living our life according to the Spirit stands in contrast to living our life according to the flesh
vs.14-17
· Neither the flesh principle nor the Law could ever bring us into the place of being God’s children. The Holy Spirit not only can, but does

· v.15 adoption = parallels our present day concept

vs.18-22
· The creation groans now, as if in childbirth, awaiting its release into the freedom that awaits God’s children (v.21). Our present day experience of the Holy Spirit is the guarantee that what happens in creation will happen in us. Our redemption will be completed.
v.23
· Our experience of the Holy Spirit is termed firstfruits. The firstfruits were the first of whatever crop had been planted, that grew faster than the rest. It was a guarantee of more to follow

· The ‘more to follow’ is our adoption as sons and is here coupled with the redemption of our body
· Our adoption as sons is both already (vs.14,15; Galatians 4:4-6) and not yet ((Romans 13:11)

· The redemption of our body will occur at Christ’s return (Ephesians 1:14; 4:30; Philippians 3:20,21)
