THE CROSS

1.  THE CAUSE OF THE ATONEMENT


The Atonement  is the work Christ did in His life and death to earn our salvation.

(a)   the love of God

       John 3:16

(b)   the justice of God

       Romans 3:24b – 26

2.  THE NECESSITY OF THE ATONEMENT


(a)   it was not necessary for God to save anyone

       2 Peter 2:4

(b)   as a consequence of God’s decision to make salvation available, the atonement  

       became an absolute necessity.

       Matthew 26:39

       Luke 24:25,26,(27)
       Hebrews 2:17 (cf. Hebrews 10:4; 9:23-26)

3.   THE NATURE OF THE ATONEMENT


(a)   Christ’s obedience for us (active obedience)

        (i)  if Christ had only earned forgiveness of sins for us, we would not merit heaven

· Adam and Eve

        (ii) Christ had to live a life of perfect obedience to God in order to earn righteousness
             for us

             Philippians 3:9

             1 Corinthians 1:30

             Romans 5:19

(b)   Christ’s suffering for us (passive obedience)

        (i)  suffering for His whole life

· living in a fallen world

· wilderness temptation (Matthew 4:1-11)
· growing to maturity (Hebrews 5:8)
· Hebrews 12:3
· Isaiah 53:3
         (ii)  the pain of the cross

              a.     physical pain and death

              b.     the pain of bearing sin

                       1.  Christ’s revulsion to sin

                       2.  our sins were put on Christ by God the Father

                             Isaiah 53:6,10
                            2 Corinthians 5:21

                            Galatians 3:13

                            1 Peter 2:24

                       3. the guilt for our sins (= the liability for punishment) was imputed

                           (thought of by God and treated as belonging) to Christ, rather than to us

               c.     abandonment                    

                        1.  Mark 14:34  cf.Matthew 26:56
                        2.  Matthew 27:46

               d.     bearing the wrath of God
                       1.  propitiation = a sacrifice that bears God’s wrath to the end, and in so

                            doing, changes God’s wrath toward us into favour

                       2.  Romans 3:25,26;  Hebrews 2:17;  1 John 2:2; 4:10

                       3.  understanding Matthew 27:46

· not “Why have you left Me to die like this?” ( cf.John 14:28;  16:10,17) but
       Hebrews 12:2

· Psalm 22

· John 19:30;  Luke 23:46

· Isaiah 53:11,12

(c)    further understanding of the death of Christ

         (i)   the penalty was inflicted by God the Father, representing the interests of the Trinity

               in redemption

               2 Corinthians 5:21

               Isaiah 53:6,10

               2 Corinthians 5:19

         (ii)  not eternal suffering, but complete payment

               If we had to pay the penalty for our sins, we would have to suffer eternally in 

               separation from God.  Why didn’t Jesus have to suffer eternally?

               a.    if we suffered for our sins, we would never be able to make ourselves right

                      with God again.  There’s no way we could live again and earn perfect 

                      righteousness.  Moreover, we would continue to exist as sinners with impure

                      hearts and so would not suffer, acknowledging the justice of God, but instead

                      would suffer with resentment, thus continually compounding our sin.

                b.   Jesus was able to bear all the wrath of God against sin, and to bear it to the

                      end as no human being ever could, because of the perfect union of divine and

                      human natures in Himself.

                       Isaiah 53:11

                      John 19:30

                      Hebrews 9:25,26,28

                      Romans 8:1

         (iii)   the meaning of the blood of Christ.

                 a.   where is the blood of Christ?

                        1.   in the time of Israel’s sacrificial system, there were only two places 

                              where sacrificial blood was to be placed:

· on the altar of sacrifice  Leviticus 17:11
· on the mercy seat in the holy of holies of the tabernacle 

Leviticus 16:14
                        2.   in the New Testament, both the altar and the mercy seat find their 
                              fulfilment in the cross of Christ.

· Hebrews 13:10-13
· Romans 3:24,25  propitiation  (v. 25) = hilasterion – mercy seat

3.   Christ’s offering of Himself on the cross as the sacrifice for our sins

      occurred once only in history and is never to be repeated again.

· Hebrews 9:25-28
                    b.  the value of the blood

                          1.   from earliest times the blood of any living thing represented its life

                                (Genesis 9:4; Deuteronomy 12:23,24)

                          2.   so the shedding of the blood pictured the pouring out of the life
                                (Leviticus 17:11).  Presentation of the blood was proof of the death

                                of the sacrifice.  Under the old covenant sacrificial system, most of

                                the offerings involved the presentation of their blood as proof before 

                                God that a complete sacrifice had been made, in place of the sinful

                                human (Leviticus 1-7)

                           3.  the extensive number of New Testament references to the blood of 

                                Christ have to be seen in this context.  The blood of Christ was the clear

                                outward evidence that His life had been poured out when He died His

                                sacrificial death on the cross.  Whenever the New Testament uses the

                                term “the blood of Christ” in a sacrificial/salvation context,  it is being used

                                synonymously  for the death of Christ.

                           4.  through the blood of Christ, we have:

·  removal of our judicial guilt before God, God’s forgiveness of our sins

Ephesians 1:7; 1 John 1:9

· redemption from sin and Satan’s kingdom
Ephesians 1:7; 1 Peter 1:18,19

· our consciences cleansed
Hebrews 9:14

· bold access into God’s full presence
Hebrews 10:19-22

· authority to conquer the devil as the accuser of the brethren
Revelation 12:10,11

          (iv)   Christ’s death as Penal Substitution

· penal – He bore a penalty when He died

· substitution – He died in our place, as our substitute (= vicarious)

· as our representative, Christ took the penalty that we deserved

(d)   New Testament terms describing different aspects of the atonement

            (i)   as sinners we had four great needs to be met:

                   a. we deserve to die as the penalty for our sin

                   b. we deserve to bear God’s wrath against our sin

                   c. we are separated from God by our sins

                   d. we are in bondage to sin and to the kingdom of Satan

             (ii)  these four needs are met by Christ’s death

                   a. sacrifice

· to pay the penalty of death that we deserve for our sins,
Christ died as a sacrifice for us

· Hebrews 9:26

b. propitiation

· to remove us from the wrath of God that we deserve, Christ

died as a propitiation for our sins

· 1 John 4:10
                   c. reconciliation
· to overcome our separation from God, we needed someone to

bring us back into fellowship with God

· 2 Corinthians 5:18,19
                   d. redemption

· because as sinners we are in bondage to sin and Satan, we needed

someone to ‘redeem’ us, to pay a ransom price, that we might

be freed from that bondage

· ransom = the price paid to redeem someone from bondage or

captivity

· Mark 10:45
· we were delivered from bondage to Satan

· 1 John 5:19;  Hebrews 2:15;  Colossians 1:13
· we were delivered from bondage to sin

· Romans 6:11,14
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