THE STRUCTUAL COMPONENTS

OF JOHN’S GOSPEL

The prologue sets John’s entire Gospel into the framework of the eternal, pre-existent Word-become-flesh in Jesus (1:1-18).  The first half of John’s narrative portrays Jesus as Messiah by selecting seven representative signs (1:19 - 12:50; cf. 20:30,31).  John also marshals Jesus’ seven “I am” sayings (6:25-59; 8:12 = 9:5; 10:7,9,11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1), and several witnesses:

The Father (5:32, 37; 8:18)

Jesus Himself (8:14)

Jesus’ works (5:36; 10:25)

The Spirit (15:26)

The Scriptures (5:39)

John the Baptist (1:6-8,19-36; 3:25,26; 5:33)

Early disciples (1:41-49)
John himself (19:35; 21:24).

The noun ‘witness’ occurs 13 times and the verb ‘to testify’,’ bear witness’ 33 times.

According to John, all these witnesses say the same thing - that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.  In the Synoptics, it is Jesus who is on trial.  John reverses the pattern.  To him, it is the world that’s on trial, and each of these witnesses testify to Jesus’ messianic identity, while convicting the world, including the Jews, of its guilt of sin and unbelief.

What kind of Messiah is Jesus?  John interweaves three complementary portraits of Him.

1) Jesus is the One who came into the world and returned to the place from where He came.  This aspect of Jesus’ Christology focuses on Jesus’ beyond this world ‘origin’ and divinity.

2) Jesus is the sent Son.  Here the emphasis lies on the closeness and uniqueness of relationship between God the Father and Jesus.

3) Jesus is the eschatalogical (end-time) Shepherd -Teacher.  The Old Testament predicted that Yahweh would visit, care for, and teach His people.  He would send His Servant, the Son of David, to accomplish this mission.  Jesus is the predicted Son of David.

In developing his presentation of Jesus’ messianic identity, John traces peoples’ (especially “the Jews”) response to Jesus’ claims by featuring characters asking representative questions or confessing Jesus as Messiah.  This device is designed to lead the readers to the conclusion in 

20:31 “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God”


1:41       Andrew to Peter “We have found the Messiah”


4:29       The Samaritan woman to her countrymen “Could this be the Christ?”


7:26,31  The crowd at the Feast “The rulers do not really know that this is the Christ, 

              do they?”

10:24     The Jews to Jesus “How long will You keep us in suspense?  If You are 

               the Christ, tell us plainly.”

11:27     Martha to Jesus “I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, 

              even He who comes into the world.”

Overall, while the first portion of John’s Gospel (chapters 1-12) portrays Jesus (rejected) mission 

to the Jews, the second part (chapters 13-21) presents Jesus (received) mission with and through His messianic community.  The farewell discourse (chapters 13-17) tells of the cleansing (footwashing and Judas’ departure in chapter 13) and preparation of the messianic community (instructions concerning, and His ministry to the disciples, in chapters 14-16) as well as Jesus’ final prayer for His brethren (chapter 17).  John’s passion narrative (chapters 18,19) shows Jesus’ death both as providing atonement for sin (1:29,36; 6:48-58; 10:15,17,18) though largely without the notions of shame and humiliation (contrasting with the Synoptics) and as the station of Jesus’

return to the Father (13:1; 16:28).

The account of the crucifixion and burial of Jesus is followed by the narration of His resurrection appearances and commissioning of His disciples (chapter 20).  Jesus, the sent One, is now the One who sends His new messianic community (20:21-23).  The disciples are to depend on Jesus and obey Him the way He depended on and obeyed His Father.  The disciples are “taken into” the life of the Godhead which is characterised by perfect love and unity (chapters 14-17).  They are appointed partners in the proclamation of salvation and forgiveness in Christ  (15:15,16;  20:21).  The purpose statement in 20:30,31 reiterates the major motifs of the entire narrative: 

 the signs,

 believing, 

 (eternal) life, and 

 Jesus as Christ and Son of God.

