SANCTIFICATION 

part 1

Many of the acts of God in our redemption occur at the beginning of our Christian lives:  the gospel call (which God addresses to us), regeneration (by which God imparts new life to us), justification (by which God gives right legal standing before Himself) and adoption (in which God makes us members of His family).  Our response to the gospel call is our conversion (in which we repent of sins and trust in Christ for salvation).

But there is part of the application of redemption that is a progressive work that continues throughout our earthly lives.  It is also a work in which God and man co-operate, each playing distinct roles.  This part of the application of redemption is called sanctification.

Sanctification is defined as the progressive work of God and man that makes us more and more free from sin and more and more like Christ in our actual lives. 

1. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN JUSTIFICATION AND SANCTIFICATION


Justification




Sanctification
Legal position:




Internal condition:

     concerns our standing


     concerns our state

     a change of relationship


     a change of character

     a judgement passed on a person

     a work done within a person

A crisis





A process

God is the sole agent



We co-operate

The same in all Christians


More complete in some than others

Delivers from the penalty of sin


Delivers from the power of sin

Based on what Christ has done for us

Based on what Christ does in us

The weakest faith justifies


Depends on the strength of faith

Bestows a righteousness which is not ours
Righteousness is wrought in us

Perfect in this life



Not perfect in this life

Once for all time



Continuous throughout life

Cannot be seen




Can be seen

Entitles us to heaven



Prepares us to live there

Gives safety 




Gives soundness

2.  THREE STAGES OF SANCTIFICATION


(a)  Sanctification has a definite beginning at regeneration

       (i)  an initial moral change occurs in our lives at the point of regeneration

            Titus 3:5
            1 John 3:9

       (ii)  this moral change (which is part of regeneration) is the first stage in sanctification

             1 Corinthians 6:11

             Acts 20:32

       (iii)  this initial step in sanctification involves a definite break from the ruling power

              and love of sin, so that the believer is no longer ruled or dominated by sin and

              no longer loves to sin

              Romans 6:11,14

              Romans 6:12,13

              Romans 6:17,18

(b)  Sanctification increases throughout life

       Romans 6:11,18 cf. vs. 12,13

       Romans 6:19

       2 Corinthians 3:18

       Philippians 3:13,14

       Colossians 3:5-10

       Hebrews 12:1

       Hebrews 12:14

       James 1:22

       1 Peter 1:15

(c)   Sanctifications is completed at death (for our spirit/soul) and when the Lord 

       returns (for our bodies)

       (i)  sin still remains in our lives even though we have become Christians

            Romans 6:12,13

            1 John 1:7-9

       (ii)  our lives are set free from indwelling sin when we die

 Hebrews 12:23

              Revelation 21:27

       (iii)  sanctification involves the whole person (including our body)
              2 Corinthians 7:1


 1 Thessalonians 5:23

        (iv)  our sanctification is not completed until Christ’s return

         
 Philippians 3:21

              1 Corinthians 15:23,49

(d)  Sanctification is never completed in this life

          (i)  if God gives us commands, must it follow that He will of necessity, give us the 

               ability to obey them perfectly?  Is sinless perfection in this life a possibility?

                a.  Biblical commands

                     Matthew 5:48

                     2 Corinthians 7:1
                     1 Thessalonians 5:23

                     1 John 3:6

                 b.  God commands all people everywhere to obey all of His moral laws and holds

                       them accountable for failing to obey them, even though unredeemed people 

                       are sinners, dead in sin and blind and deaf to God, and so unable to obey 

                       them.

                  c.  scriptures such as those above, show that God’s own moral purity

                       is the standard toward which we are to aim and the standard for which God 

                       holds us accountable.  The fact we cannot attain that standard does not mean

                       it will be lowered.  It means we need God’s grace and forgiveness to overcome

                       our remaining sin.  These scriptures show us the high moral standard toward 

                       which God wants all believers to aspire.

                  d.  sometimes a scripture on closer examination is found to be saying something

                       a little different to what we first thought.

                       1 John 3:6

                   e.  is moral perfection taught elsewhere in scripture?

                        1 Kings 8:46

                        Proverbs 20:9

                        Ecclesiastes 7:20

                        Matthew 6:11,12

                        Romans 6:12-14

                        James 3:2

                        1 John 1:8

                    f.  if people know they cannot be morally perfect in this life, will they use this as

                        an excuse not to strive for holiness or grow in sanctification?

                    g.  as Christians grow in maturity, the kinds of sin that remain in their lives are

                         often not so much sins of words and deeds that are outwardly noticeable, but

                         inward sins of attitudes and motives of the heart – pride, selfishness, lack of 

                         courage or faith, lack of zeal in loving God or others, failure to fully trust God 

                         for all that He promises in every situation.

                         1 Timothy 4:12
                     h.  continually exposing our hearts to God exposes the deeper recesses of our

                          own sins to us.

                          Isaiah 6:5

                          Job 42:5,6
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