REFORMING THE CHURCH

IN ENGLAND

1. Causes of the Reformation in England

· the Tudor monarchs who ruled England from 1485 to 1603 had created a strong national state in which the ruler, through the army and bureaucracy, gave the middle class the security essential for business.  In return, the middle class accepted restrictions and cooperated with the ruler, who also used them in the government.
· control of much land in England by the Roman Church, papal taxation (which took much English money to Rome), the church courts (which rivalled the royal courts) and a rising tide of national consciousness all came together to fuel the thinking that the English church should be separate to the papacy.
· William Tyndale (1494 - 1536) had published two editions of his English New Testament (each of 3,000 copies) in Germany in 1535.  This translation from Erasmus’ Greek New Testament was the first ever printed in English, and could only be distributed under cover by merchants in England. Tyndale was martyred in 1536.
· Miles Coverdale published the first English translation of the whole Bible also in 1535.
· Luther’s writings were circulated widely in England and were read particularly by academics from Oxford and Cambridge Universities.
2.  Revolt from Rome under Henry VIII
· Henry VIII’s father, Henry VII, had engineered the marriages of his children to the important royal families of Europe.  Henry VIII’s brother, Arthur was married to a Spanish princess, Catherine of Aragon.  When Arthur died, the miserly Henry VII, so as not to lose Catherine’s dowry, persuaded Pope Julius II to grant a dispensation so that Catherine could be married to Arthur’s younger brother, Henry.
· Of the 5 children born to Henry VIII and Catherine, only one survived - Mary Tudor who would later become the infamous “Bloody Mary.”  Henry knew he had to have a son to avoid a bitter succession struggle after his passing.
· In 1527 Henry asked Pope Clement VII to revoke the special dispensation and declare the 18 year old marriage invalid.  Pope Clement refused, but more because the Holy Roman Emperor of the day, Charles V, was Catherine’s nephew and the pope was unwilling to cross the Emperor.
· Henry had been working to bring the English clergy under his control, and in 1532 coerced them into agreeing to not promote or enforce any papal bull without his consent
· January 1533 - the king secretly marries Anne Boleyn
· May 1533 - an English court declares Henry’s marriage to Catherine null and void 
· September 1533 - Anne gives birth to a daughter, Elizabeth
· in 1533, Thomas Cranmer (1489 - 1556), who had strong Reformation leanings, is made Archbishop of Canterbury.
· 1534 - Act of Supremacy declares the king to be the “only supreme head” of the church of England.  All payments to the pope cease.  All appeals from English courts to papal courts are banned.
· to get the middle class on side, Henry has all smaller monasteries closed and the properties taken over by the crown. Some of these he kept and others were sold or given to the middle class gentry.  376 monasteries disappeared and Henry’s financial gain exceeded one hundred thousand pounds annually.  The middle class became the new nobility and loyal supporters of the changes being made.
· England’s king Henry VIII had initially attacked Luther’s tract, “The Babylonian Captivity,” with his own printed response “In Defence of the Seven Sacraments.”  For this, the pope gave him the title “Defender of the Faith,” a title given to every English monarch since.
· 1539 - “The Statute of Six Articles” is passed by Parliament, upholding most Catholic articles such as clerical celibacy, the mass, and confession to a priest.  In theology, the Church of England remains true to Rome.
· Henry’s authorisation of an English Bible results in the “Great Bible” in 1539.  The “Great Bible” was a revision by Miles Coverdale of the Matthew Bible (John Rogers), which was itself a revision of both Coverdale’s and Tyndale’s versions.
· Henry tired of his wife Anne Boleyn and had her beheaded on unproven charges of adultery.  He marries Jane Seymour, and finally, a son is born, who will become Edward VI.
· so by the time of his death, Henry had freed the church from the papacy and put it under royal control as a national church.  It was still basically Catholic in doctrine, but the Bible was available to the people in English, having been installed by royal decree in all churches
3.  Protestant Reformation under Edward VI (1547 - 1563)

· after Henry VIII’s death in 1547, his only son, Edward VI comes to the throne at the age of 9.  The power of government under young Edward rests with a group of royal advisers who are in sympathy with Reformation ideas.
· 1547 - the communion wine is allowed to be taken by laity;  treason and heresy laws are repealed, including the Six Articles

· 1549 - marriage of priests legalised; Act of Uniformity provides for Cranmer’s Book of Common Prayer in services which are to be in English, the reading of the Bible, and the participation of the congregation in worship.

· 1552 - Book of Common Prayer is revised along stronger Protestant lines

· 1553 - Cranmer produces “The Forty Two Articles” (later reduced to “The Thirty Nine Articles”) which is made the creed of the Anglican church

4.  Roman Catholic reaction under Mary Tudor (1553 - 1558)

· Edward VI’s death at the age of 16, brings Mary (whose mother was Catherine, Henry VIII’s first wife) to the throne

· Mary is devoutly Catholic and forces Parliament to restore religious practices to England to what they were in 1547, when her father died.  Parliament agrees to virtually all Mary’s demands except the restoring of lands and buildings taken by Henry VIII from the Catholic Church

· 1554 - Mary marries Phillip II of Spain but the marriage proves unpopular with the English people.  Phillip returns to Spain in 1555.

· 800 English clergy refuse to accept the changes and are removed from their churches.  Many eventually flee to Geneva and Germany, to escape the increasing persecution

· Cranmer, Latimer and Ridley are burnt at the stake, along with almost 300 others.  As Latimer and Ridley are being martyred together, Latimer is heard to say “Be of good comfort, Master Ridley, and play the man; we shall this day light such a candle by God’s grace in England as I trust shall never be put out.”  “Foxes’ Book of Martyrs” is the collection of the stories of the most famous who lost their lives at this time (published in 1563).

· Cranmer had at first recanted, but later refused to compromise.  While the flames rose around him, he thrust his hand with which he had signed the recantation, into the fire, and was heard pleading for God’s pardon, forgiveness of the people, and urging them to hold onto the doctrines he had taught.

· an unknown number of clergy die from starvation and sickness in prison

· Mary dies a broken and disappointed queen in 1558.

5. The settlement under Elizabeth (1558 - 1603)

· Elizabeth came to the throne at the age of 25.  England was divided between Catholicism and Protestantism.

· while generally viewed as a Protestant, Elizabeth was more for a distinctively English church than one which was either Catholic or Protestant.  The Catholic Church would not admit to the legality of her parents’ marriage, but she did not want to risk open conflict with the powers supporting the pope.

· 1559 - Act of Supremacy made Elizabeth “the only supreme governor of this realm.”  This was less offensive than her father’s title “supreme head of the church.”  While the new title gave the queen administrative authority, it implied that matters of faith and morals should be settled by the Church of England.

· The Forty Two Articles are revised and become the Thirty Nine Articles.  Condemnation of antinomians, Anabaptists and millenarians is removed.

· 1570 - Pope Pius V issues a bull excommunicating Elizabeth and freeing her subjects from allegiance to her.  Elizabeth retaliates by strong measures against the Jesuits, who are being trained to bring about the restoration of Catholicism in England.

· the New Testament is made available to English Roman Catholics in 1582

· Philip of Spain is enlisted by the pope to recover England for Catholicism. In 1588 he gathers the Spanish Armada to attack England, but his fleet is destroyed by the smaller, more manoeuvrable English ships.

6.  In summary

· the Reformation brought the Bible to England in English

· England became the champion of Protestantism in Europe and aided the Dutch and French Protestants against their Catholic rulers

· a state church was adopted

· Irish bitterness toward England intensified because Ireland remained true to the papacy.

· the sale and gift of the land taken from the Catholic Church to the middle class created a new Tudor nobility

· the abbots who had lost their monasteries, were no longer members of the House of Lords

· the need for an agency to take over the welfare work of the church led to an extension of the activities of the state in this area
