JESUS AND THE LAW
Part 6 A Single Universal Righteousness in the Old Testament
If the kingdom of God has entered human history, what are the obligations and responsibilities of its citizens? Is the righteousness of the kingdom of God intended for everyone?
There is a continuity between the righteousness outlined in the kingdom of God and God’s righteousness revealed in the Old Testament law and the prophets. On the basis of this continuity, the clear Old Testament conviction that the righteousness of God that shaped Israel’s ways was intended to shape the ways of all nations continues to be valid.

After speaking of Israel’s evil neighbours and prophesying that God in judgement would pluck those neighbours from their lands, Jeremiah announces ‘And if they learn well the ways of my people and swear by my name saying ‘As surely as the Lord lives’ – even as they once taught my people to swear by Baal – then they will be established among my people. But if any nation does not listen, I will completely uproot and destroy it,’ declares the Lord’ (Jeremiah 12:16,17). The covenant righteousness required of Israel was not private to Israel but was universal and foundational because ‘righteousness and justice’ are the foundation of Yahweh’s throne and ‘steadfast love and faithfulness’ continually go before Him (Psalm 89:14). As Creator and Redeemer, God rules a cosmic order structured by righteousness, justice, steadfast love and truth (faithfulness). Nations may try to control creation and history by power, by armies and great strength (Psalm 33:16f) but their plans are frustrated by Yahweh because His plan and counsel stand firm. God’s plans frustrate the plans of the people because:
‘the word of the Lord is right and true;

he is faithful in all he does.

The Lord loves righteousness and justice;

the earth is full of his unfailing love’  
                                                                              (Psalm 33:4,5)

So the Old Testament reveals a cosmic order of righteousness that is normative for all peoples. This order is known in Israel and it is Israel’s privilege to be God’s planting in the earth, a sign of God’s righteousness which is rooted in creation itself and expected to become fully visible in the eschatological future. The covenant demand for righteousness and justice in Israel is rooted in a larger order of righteousness that has its origin in God Himself, is reflected in creation and is expected in the future. Because of this Israel was established to be a sign between the times until:
‘love and faithfulness meet together;

Righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, 

And righteousness looks down from heaven’

                                                                                                                (Psalm 85:10,11)

Israel itself, as well as the nations, is judged by God by that ordained order and someday the order of creation and the order of history will come together and the future kingdom will have dawned. This is the Old Testament conviction that is still valid for the New Testament people of God. What occurs in the New Testament is not a fundamental change in the order of righteousness but rather an overcoming of the fatal division between human knowing and doing, a release from suppression of the truth and an enlightening of the mind to perceive the things of the Spirit.
This study is principally a summary of Jesus and Israel by David E. Holwerda (William Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids Michigan.1995) pp.137-140
