JESUS AND A REBUILT JEWISH TEMPLE 
Part 3 Jesus and Ezekiel’s Temple 
Ezekiel prophesied a future temple filled with the glory of the Lord, a temple in which God promised to dwell forever (Ezekiel 43:5,7). In his gospel John proclaims the One in whom the glory of God becomes flesh and dwells among His people (John 1:14). But if the Old Testament temple exists only to express God’s desire to dwell with His people (Isaiah 66:1f) then Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s desire. The essential truth of Ezekiel’s temple has become reality apart from a building of stone. As Stephen so boldly proclaims in Acts 7:48 ‘the Most High does not live in houses made by men’ (repeated by Paul in Acts 17:24). God dwells in Jesus and in us (John 14:23). So God’s desire expressed through Ezekiel’s temple already exists throughout the world.
John’s gospel begins with the Word of God who was God and through whom all things were created ‘became flesh and lived (tabernacled) among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth’ (John 1:14). What was once present in the tabernacle in the wilderness and in the temple in Jerusalem now ‘tabernacles’ among us in Jesus Christ. God has kept His promise and has demonstrated that He is the merciful God ‘abounding in love and faithfulness’ (Exodus 34:6). The truthfulness of God is His faithfulness in keeping His covenant promises. God promised that He would dwell with His people, and Jesus is the incarnate proof of this promise’s fulfillment. What God promised in the Old Testament and symbolised in the temple is now accomplished in Jesus Christ. The grace and truth of God have been fully expressed.
When there is a fulfillment, the institutions that were types and symbols of that reality are no longer necessary. They are displaced by the reality they symbolise. Jesus’ body is the new temple because Jesus is both the place of atonement and the place of God’s presence. He is ‘the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world’ (John 1:29), the Passover sacrifice (John 19:36), and the One in whom God is fully present. Jesus could rightly say ‘Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father’ (John 14:9).

Not only did the temple lose its significance but the sacred mountain on which the temple was built did as well. This was Jesus’ message to the Samaritan woman. When she understood Jesus to be a prophet (because He knew all about her past life), she asked Him to resolve what was the greatest dilemma separating Samaritans from Jews: which mountain was the sacred mountain (John 4:20). The Samaritans claimed Mount Gerazim was the sacred place that God had designated for His temple, and in the 4th century BC they had built their temple there. But the Jews claimed Mount Zion was the place designated by God. According to Moses there was only one sacred mountain and so only one temple (Deuteronomy 12:5,11; Psalm 24:3), which one was it? Both Samaritans and Jews claimed obedience to Moses but only one could be correct.

Jesus’ reply is completely unexpected. Neither. Your dilemma, He says, has gone because God is far greater than the two options put forward. Jesus explained ‘You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews’ (John 4:22). In other words, the temple in Jerusalem was the proper temple and Mount Zion was the proper mountain. But nothing of that matters now because ‘a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem’ (John 4:21) because ‘a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth’ (John 4:23).
Jesus was more just a prophet giving insight to settle a long term division. He spoke as the Messiah, the Saviour of the world bringing about a fulfillment of promises. The Old Testament era of a sacred mountain with a sacred temple had come to an end, Holiness was no longer tied to sacred times and sacred places. True worship was worship in spirit and truth.

The Old Testament had already foretold such worship (Zechariah 14:20f). When the final day of the Lord came, it wouldn’t be the pots and bowls of the temple that were holy. Instead all the pots and bowls in the kitchens in Jerusalem and Judah would all be holy, and the slogan “Holy to the Lord” would be inscribed on the bells of horses pulling chariots and wagons through the streets of Jerusalem. Holiness would spill out of the temple and embrace the whole of human life. All of life would be holy.  

That day had come. Specific sacred places no longer mattered. Sacred buildings, sacred utensils used for worship, even a holy land were put aside. Pilgrimages to a holy temple or holy mountain carried no eternal value. Instead every land can be holy, every building, every time and place, every utensil. Worship is not tied to a sacred time or place. Worship is possible anywhere, anytime. All that is required for true worship is the Spirit and truth. Jesus is the truth (John 14:6) and He has given the Spirit to every believer (John 7:39). The only requirement for genuine worship is that one be in Jesus and have received the Spirit. Temples of stone have lost their significance because God no longer dwells there. God is present in Jesus and in the Spirit, a presence that can be experienced and worshipped any place in the world. Jesus’ answer to the Samaritan woman announces the radical end of the Old Testament temple era.
How does all this influence the fulfillment of Ezekiel’s prophecy of a future temple? Ezekiel’s temple promise of the glory of God dwelling in the midst of His people is fulfilled in Jesus. As we’ve already noted, the gospel of John tells us the blessings that were to flow from Ezekiel’s temple of glory now flow from Jesus Christ. Ezekiel prophesied that a river would flow from the temple and renew life (Ezekiel 47). Jesus announced that the rivers of living water now flow from Him and He invites all to drink (John 7:37-39). 

Is this the same river? John’s gospel presents Jesus as the fulfillment of the feasts, the holy days and the institutions of the Old Testament.
 Most of the major festivals of the time contained in themselves the promise of the Messiah. Since Jesus issued the invitation to come to Him to drink during the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:2), it is worthwhile investigating further how Jesus fulfilled the messianic expectation in this feast.
The dedication of Solomon’s temple took place during the Feast of Tabernacles (1 Kings 8:2) and from this time, a special relationship existed between the temple and the feast. This relationship is prominent in Zechariah’s prophecies concerning the Final Day of the Lord. Besides announcing the coming triumphal entry of the messianic king into Jerusalem (Zechariah 9:9), the opening of the fountain to cleanse Jerusalem from sin and uncleanness (Zechariah 13:1) and the flowing of living waters from Jerusalem (Zechariah 14:8), Zechariah also proclaims an ideal Feast of Tabernacles to be celebrated by peoples from all nations coming to the renewed eschatological temple (Zechariah 14:16-21). This future messianic era will witness the final purified temple and all the blessings associated with the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles.
What are those blessings? A water ceremony lay at the heart of the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles? Each day of the Feast the priests would circle the altar and pour out a libation of water drawn from the Pool of Siloam, and on the seventh day of the ceremony this was performed seven times. The pouring of water on the altar was a prayer for rain for future crops as the harvest was celebrated at the Feast. But at the time of Jesus it had become a prayer for the promised outpouring of the Holy Sprit. In the Old Testament there are references to a river of living water. It was believed to have flowed first from the rock in the wilderness and that it would one day flow from the temple in Jerusalem (Ezekiel 47) and from Jerusalem itself (Zechariah 14:8). This river of life was understood as the promised outpouring of the Spirit. This outpouring was what the Jews prayed for at the Feast of Tabernacles.

So at the memorable Feast of Tabernacles Jesus proclaims that He fulfills their expectations and is the answer to their prayers. The river of life prophesied by Ezekiel and Zechariah had begun already and it was now possible to drink from it. As the new temple of glory, Jesus is the source of all blessings, and after His glorification, He will give the Holy Spirit to all who believe in Him (John 7:37-39). When that gift is received believers will have in them ‘a spring of water welling up to eternal life’ (John 4:14). The blessings of renewal and refreshment, of healing and life, are already flowing from the temple.
This is not to say that Ezekiel’s prophecy has been completely fulfilled.
 This awaits the time when the New Jerusalem descends from heaven to earth. In that city there is no temple but there is a river which flows ‘from the throne of God and of the Lamb’ (Revelation 22:1f). A complete fulfillment is still future but we don’t have to wait for then to drink from the river of life. It flows now from ‘the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world’ and who gives the Spirit to all who believe. The rivers of John 7:38 and Revelation 22:1f are the same. The fulfillment of Ezekiel’s vision began at the Feast of Tabernacles, continues wherever the Spirit is poured out, and will be completed when the heavenly Jerusalem becomes the New Jerusalem. Jesus is Ezekiel’s temple of glory both now and in the future.
What happened to this temple of glory after Jesus’ departure to the Father? Is there no longer any visible presence sign of God’s presence with His people? John’s gospel announces a continuation of fulfillment in Jesus’ disciples. In His prayer in John 17 Jesus announces ‘I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they come to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them, even as you loved me’ (John 17:22,23). Just as Jesus, because of His unity with the Father, was the manifestation of the glory of God, so now the disciples, because of their unity with Jesus and the Father, become the visible evidence of the ongoing presence of God in the world. They will be the visible sign of God’s presence only as they live in unity with each other.

This was the intention for the presence of God’s glory from the beginning. It was intended to create a true community of men and women who love God and their neighbours. The law and the prophets proclaimed that without such a presence of God there could be no such community. So Ezekiel saw a temple of glory in the midst of a new city and prophesied that God would dwell in the midst of His people so they could become this genuine community. Now in Jesus God dwells with His people and creates out of Jesus’ disciples this new community of people who love one another (John 13:34f). At the centre of this community the glory of God becomes visible. Ezekiel’s temple is fulfilled in Jesus and His disciples. 

This study is principally a summary of Jesus and Israel by David E. Holwerda (William Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids Michigan.1995) pp.67-73 with additional material from Explore the Book by J. Sidlow Baxter (Zondervan Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1982) Volume 4, pp.31-35
� Jesus fulfilled the expectation associated with the Sabbath (John 5), the Passover (John 6), the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7) and the Feast of Dedication (John 10) as well as the more generalized messianic hope of Judaism (John 3) and Samaritanism (John 4)


� There are great difficulties in taking the dimensions of the temple literally. The described sizes of the temple and the city simply don’t fit into the physical area they are meant to occupy in Jerusalem and Israel. For example, the distance between the Mediterranean Sea and Jordan is significantly less than the temple area stretches (Ezekiel 47:18 cf.48:20). The temple itself (Ezekiel 45:2) is considerably larger than Mt Zion that it is meant to fit into. 





