JESUS AND THE LAND OF ISRAEL
Part 1 The Promise of the Land is Central to the Old Testament 
God is very ‘earthy.’ At the centre of the biblical message is a concern about the earth, who will possess it and how? Both the Old (Psalm 37:11) and New Testament (Matthew 5:5) consistently say: the meek will inherit the earth. 

The inheritance promised to those who enter the kingdom of God inaugurated by Jesus Christ includes a renewed earth. The gospel never loses its roots in creation and the earth, and the clear belief in the resurrection of the body. God created humanity out of the dust of the earth for life on this earth. It follows then that God would now redeem humanity for life in a renewed body on a renewed earth. Redemption doesn’t do away with creation but it rightfully looks for a renewed creation.

When God established His covenant with Abraham He included a promise of land. God called Abraham to go to the land He would show him (Genesis 12:1). After the covenant ceremony God promised Abraham ‘To your descendants I will give this land’ (Genesis 15:18). Again when Abraham was ninety-nine years old, God renewed the covenant promise ‘The whole land of Canaan where you are now an alien, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God’ (Genesis 17:8). The covenant with Abraham was tied to the earth, it being part of an inheritance. The promise of land remains central to the promise of salvation. 
This promise of land has filled Jewish consciousness for centuries. Forced from the land in 70AD – from the land promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob – the Jews have wandered over the face of the earth as exiles and sojourners in foreign lands. The very uncertainty caused by the loss of the land, which Moses had announced as a consequence of disobedience to the covenant, became their daily experience.

‘The Lord will scatter you among all nations … Among those nations you will find no repose, no resting place for the sole of your foot. Therefore the Lord will give you an anxious mind, eyes weary with longing, and a despairing heart. You will live in constant suspense, filled with dread both night and day, never sure of your life’ 

                                                                                                               Deuteronomy 28:64-66
The promise of the land given to their ancestors obviously captured their consciousness, in large part because they had experienced the dread of life outside the land. Their mourning for that land was expressed as mourning for Jerusalem, because the city, the city of David, symbolised the hopes of the covenant. 
Return to Jerusalem became the central hope. Over the many years of living in foreign lands, Jerusalem and the land were never forgotten. Even at weddings a glass was broken in remembrance of the destruction of Jerusalem – ‘If I forget you O Jerusalem’ (Psalm 137:5).

By contrast with this Jewish faith, the faith of many Christians has been more heaven-oriented than land-oriented. The biblical themes of land and city have been spiritualised. The land has lost importance. Strikingly, with the return of the Jews to Palestine, the biblical theme of the land has caught the attention of Christians. To many the subject of Yahweh and His people has become Yahweh, His people and the land.’
But is the focus on land purely an Old Testament theme? Does the fulfillment the New Testament claims have anything to say about the land? Because the theme of the land is seen by most as central to the Old Testament, then the fulfillment of that promise is imperative from the New Testament. Has the promise been fulfilled or is that fulfillment still future? 
This study is principally a summary of Jesus and Israel by David E. Holwerda (William Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids Michigan.1995) pp.85-88

