NEW TESTAMENT BACKGROUND
THE POLITICAL WORLD

THE EMPIRE OF ROME

The Roman Empire
· first community of a union of small villages ruled by a king (753BC)

· by early 5th century BC it had achieved  a degree of solid political organization       under a republican form of government

· by alliances and succession of wars against Etruscans in north and other tribes in south Rome grew to be strongest force in Italy by 265BC

· Rome engaged in struggle with Carthage (chief maritime power of Western Mediterranean Sea) for next 200 years

· 146BC Roman General Scipio Aemillianus captures Carthage, giving Rome dominion over Spain and North Africa

· in same year, Macedonia becomes a Roman province and Achaia, after Corinth falls

· 133BC Attalus III, king of Pergamum dies, leaving his realm to Rome, and now giving whole province of Asia to Rome

· 63BC Syria taken and Judea annexed

· 57BC Gaul taken giving present day Europe into Roman hands
Augustus (27BC to 14AD)

· succession of civil wars in the Empire until Octavian (called ‘Augustus’ by Senate) becomes Empire’s first Emperor
· ruled wisely and well, steering pathway inbetween the old republicanism and dictatorship advocated by Julius Caesar

· retained Senate, which made him commander-in-chief of army in 27BC, and ruler for life in 23BC

· large part of army demobilized and discharged veterans settled in colonies

· first regular, professional army established

· state religion revived; temples rebuilt; imperial cult (worship of Rome as a state) introduced to provinces
· in some places emperor was worshipped as Lord and God

· took first census of population and property as basis for recruiting into army and taxation

· restored confidence in the government, replenished the treasury, introduced an efficient public works department, promoted peace and prosperity

Tiberius (14 to 37AD)

· chosen (as Augustus’ adopted son) to succeed his father

· had been involved in service of the state for most of his adult life when declared Emperor at age of 56

· Augustus had insisted Tiberius divorce his wile and marry Julius (Augustus’ daughter)

· bitter marriage that turned Tiberius into a distant, haughty, suspicious man who was feared and unpopular, though a generally wise leader

· battle defeats in Germany and domestic troubles soured Tiberius who retired away from Rome
· his absence created atmosphere for revolt by army leaders, who when the plans were discovered in 37AD, were executed

· Tiberius became more paranoid and increasingly cruel 

Caligula (37 to 41AD)

· chosen by Senate when Tiberius died

· pardoned political prisoners, reduced taxes, gave public entertainments which meant early popularity

· mentally weaker, and demanded to be worshipped as a god

· tried to compel Jews in Empire to worship images

· commanded his statue be set up in Jerusalem Temple but was not told the order had not been carried out

· reckless expenditure led to violent confiscation of property and extortion
· assassinated by leader of imperial guards

Claudius (41 to 54AD)

· with Caligula’s death, Senate considered restoring Empire to a republic, but army chose Claudius Germanicus as emperor

· proved to be an able leader with sharp mind despite disability that left him with a limp and drooling

· Claudius set up committees with secretaries to govern, extended citizenship to provinces

· military success in Britain extended empire’s limits to southern portion of England
· Claudius restored ancient Roman religion and had Jews expelled from Rome because of riots that had taken place “at the instigation of one Chrestus” ( = Christus?) cf. Acts 18:2
· persuaded to take his niece as his 4th wife, adopted her son Claudius (Nero), who then married Claudius’ daughter

Nero (54 to 68AD)

· first five years relatively calm

· 59AD had his own mother murdered because he thought she was interfering
· became careless and extravagant, emptying treasury
· resorted to violence and oppression which turned the Senate against him

· 64AD great fire of Rome destroyed large part of the city. Nero suspected of having started the fire to make way for his Golden House palace. To divert blame, Nero accused the Christians. Their attitude of separation from heathen and preaching that the world will ultimately be destroyed by fire added plausibility to the charge

· many Christians tortured and put to death, including Peter and Paul

· his unpopularity lead to conspiracies against him, which were met by ruthless execution of his enemies

· revolt by troops in Gaul and Spain made Nero flee to Rome where he was killed

Galba (68AD)

· the revolt of the legions showed that the army had final rule over the empire

· Galba was Nero’s successor but lacked the army’s support

· when Galba named Lucius Piso as his future successor, Otho, who had once supported Galba in hope of one day being emperor himself, persuaded the praetorian guards to kill Galba and make him emperor

Otho (69AD)

· as soon as the Senate concurred with Otho’s appointment, Vitellius, the legate of Germany, marched on Rome, killing Otho in battle

Vitellius (69AD)

· though recognised by the Senate, Vitellius cannot control the army and so cannot establish stable government

· the leader of the army of the east, general Vespasian, is declared emperor by the army. Vespasian has been leading the siege of Jerusalem. Leaving his son Titus in charge, Vespasian cuts off Rome’s food supply by taking control of Egypt, before attacking and taking Rome
Vespasian (69 to 79AD)

· once Jerusalem was destroyed, the province was put under a military legate
· the frontiers were strengthened by reducing dependent principalities to status of provinces

· strict economy maintained and new taxes introduced

· Colosseum built in Rome

· Vespasian was first of Flavian dynasty, which included his sons, Titus and Domitian

Titus (79 to 81AD)

· extremely popular despite short time as emperor
· generous man

· when Vesuvius’ eruption destroyed Pompeii, Titus organised mission to rescue victims

· when fire destroyed part of Rome, Titus sold some of his own furniture to help raise funds

Domitian (81 to 96AD)

· when Titus died without an heir, the Senate conferred emperorship on his younger brother, Domitian

· though autocratic, Domitian tried to raise the moral standards of Roman society by restraining the corruption of the Roman stage and limiting prostitution

· temples of the older gods were rebuilt and foreign religions suppressed, especially those that tried to make converts
·  Domitian demanded worship for himself and insisted on being hailed as Dominus et Deus (Lord and God)
· hard by nature and suspicious of rivals. Many suspected rivals were executed. His death is attributed to his own family who felt their own lives were in jeopardy

Nerva (96 to 98AD) 

· selected by the Senate, Nerva was already an older man when he became emperor

· because the army resented Domitian’s assassination (the Flavians were popular with the military), Nerva was wise enough to provide as his successor, Trajan, who was strong enough to keep the army in tow 

Trajan (98 to 117AD)

· a Spaniard by birth, Trajan was an energetic and aggressive soldier
· he enlarged the eastern borders of the empire by conquering Armenia, Assyria and Mesopotamia. A revolt by the Jews in 115AD was suppressed, but new insurrections in Africa, Britain and Germany were underway when he died
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