CAN WE LOSE OUR SALVATION?

part 2

1.  TAKING A CLOSER LOOK AT PASSAGES THAT SPEAK OF THE POSSIBILITY OF 

     LOSING SALVATION

(a)  Scriptures that can refer to “professing but not possessing” believers

Matthew 7:22,23

Matthew 10:1, 5-8  (Judas)


(John 17:12; Acts 1:25)

Matthew 12:31,32

Luke 8:12-13

2 Thessalonians 2:3

1 Timothy 4:1,2

2 Peter 2:1-22

Revelation 22:19

(b)  Scriptures that can refer to or include true believers losing rewards, but not salvation

Matthew 7:22,23

Matthew 10:33 (cf. Matthew 26:34-36)

Matthew 12:31,32

1 Corinthians 3:11-15

1 Corinthians 9:27

Galatians 5:4

1 Timothy 5:15

2 Timothy 2:12

2 Timothy 2:17,18

2 Timothy 4:7

Hebrews 2:1

2 Peter 2:21,22

2 Peter 3:17

2 John 1:8

Revelation 3:5

Revelation 3:15,16

(c)  Scriptures that don’t seem to refer to “professing but not possessing” believers, nor to the loss of reward a believer might suffer

Hebrews 6:4-6

Hebrews 10:26-29,39

How do we interpret these scriptures?

     (i) they refer to true believes who have apostatised and who have lost their salvation

         (Arminian view)

     (ii) the writer is dealing with a hypothetical situation and not a real one, to correct wrong

          thinking.  If such a falling away could happen, it would be impossible to renew these

          ones again to repentance unless Christ died a second time, which is an impossibility,
          and so proves the scenario to be hypothetical (followed by many Calvinists)

     (iii) those referred to were “professing but not possessing” believers, who associated 

           with Christians but were never personally regenerated (followed by some Calvinists)

      (iv) these were the early Jewish believers (Acts 6:7;15:5;21:20) who held to a mixture

           of old covenant and new covenant truths, but who as the church moved clearly into 

           a distinct body from Old Testament Judaism, were not willing or able to make this

           transition  (J. Sidlow Baxter  “Explore the Book”)

(d)  What happens when someone who appeared at one time to have been a Christian walks defiantly away from God into a seemingly apostate state?
     (i) the strong Calvinist would argue that because perseverance is the only and ultimate          
         evidence of the genuineness of the person ever having been born again, this person

         was not regenerated in the first place

     (ii) the moderate Calvinist might argue that there is a possibility that the person was not 
          born again to begin with. Should they be convinced of the genuineness of the person’s

          conversion, they would believe that the Holy Spirit would persevere to bring them back
          to God, and that this perseverance would continue right until the time of their death
      (iii) the moderate Arminian (following Arminius) would argue that this person may well 

            have reached a place where they truly have apostasised, have lost their 

            salvation, and can never regain it
      (iv) the strong Arminian (following Wesley) would argue that this person has lost their

            salvation by their intense and intentional sin, but that they can regain salvation 

            through repentance from that sin         
©  Geoff Wilson 2007

This study has drawn on some material from Systematic Theology (Volume 3) by N.Geisler (Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2004) pp.321-336
