CAN WE LOSE OUR SALVATION?

part 1

Assurance of salvation and eternal security are different terms with different meanings, and should never be used interchangeably.

  assurance of salvation is the subjective feeling/knowledge that


one is saved, while

  eternal security is the objective reality of the final certainty of 


that salvation.

1. WHAT THE TWO MAJOR VIEWS AGREE ON

Two major positions have been taken on the issue of whether the salvation of the believer is absolutely secure – the Calvinistic and Arminian.

These two views old certain beliefs in common:

(a)  God is powerful and faithful, willing and able to keep His promises

(b)  Salvation is neither attained or retained by human works

(c)  The Holy Spirit is at work in all believers

(d)  God provides complete salvation

(e)  The believer can know that he/she possesses salvation

The point of departure between these two main viewpoints relates to the possibility of a truly regenerate believer losing their salvation.

Arminianism divides into two further positions on the issue of losing salvation.  Classical Arminians, following closely the teachings of Jacob Arminius (1560 – 1609) maintain that a regenerate believer can lose their salvation only by the sin of apostasy (a complete denial of Christ), and can never regain that salvation.  Wesleyan Arminians, following the teachings of John Wesley (1703 – 1791) believe salvation can be lost through serious intentional sin but that repentance from that sin can then restore salvation. 

2.  THE CALVINIST POSITION


For ease and clarity, biblical texts claimed to support the Calvinistic position that a true believer cannot lose their salvation can be grouped:

(a)  texts that relate the security of our salvation to God’s nature and purposes:

      (i)  divine love is powerful and persistent and overcomes human frailty


Romans 8:31-39


Ephesians 1:4b

      (ii)  salvation entirely dependent on God’s initiative


John 1:13


Romans 9:16

      (iii) our salvation is from eternity past and so cannot be lost in time


Ephesians 1:4


2 Timothy 1:9


Revelation 13:8

       (iv) God has infallible foreknowledge and so would not regenerate people who He knew

             would not persevere


Romans 8:29

       (v)  Christ’s perfect life and vicarious death have purchased for us a complete salvation

             that cannot be taken from, or added to

John 19:30

John 17:4

       (vi)  Christ’s prayer that all believers for all time be guarded and kept, and that none be

 lost, is backed up by Christ’s  continuing  intercession for us, as a faithful High Priest


John 17:9-24


Hebrews 7:25

      (vii)  God’s faithfulness is irrevocably linked to His eternal nature and so cannot change


2 Timothy 2:13


Philippians 1:6

     (viii)  God promises to hold and keep us


John 6:37,39,40


John 10:27,28


Jude 1,24,25

(b)  texts that relate to the nature of salvation

      (i)  salvation is an irrevocable gift


Romans 11:29


Romans 6:23

      (ii)  salvation is an unconditional promise


Hebrews 6:17,18

      (iii)  salvation has an indestructible quality to it


1 Peter 1:3-5

       (iv)  salvation implants in the believer an overcoming nature, and so, an ability to stand

             firm in the face of trial and temptation.


1 John 3:9; 5:18


1 Corinthians 10:13

3.  THE ARMINIAN POSITION

Again, for care and clarity, biblical texts claimed to support the Arminian position that a once  true believer can loose salvation can be grouped:

(a)  texts that warn against apostasy

Matthew 24:3-14

Colossians 1:21-23a

1 Corinthians 10:12

1 Timothy 4:1,2

Hebrews 2:1

Hebrews 3:12-14

(b)  texts that urge believers to continue in the faith, sometimes coupled with severe

 warnings

1 Corinthians 9:27

(c)  texts that teach people do apostasise
Hebrews 6:4-6

Hebrews 10;26,27

(d)  texts that specifically mention people that have apostasised

1 Samuel 28:6  (Saul)

John 17:12  (Judas)

Acts 5:1-11  (Ananias and Sapphira)
1 Timothy 1:19,20  (Hymenaeus and Alexander)

2 Timothy 2:16-18  (Hymenaeus and Philetus)

2 Timothy 4:10  (Demas)

2 Peter 2:1,2  (false teachers)

(e)  texts that speak of salvation being conditional

Matthew 10:38

Matthew 24:13

1 Corinthians 15:2

Colossians 1:21-23

Hebrews 3:14

2 Timothy 2:12

(f)  texts that portray belief as a continual process 

John 3:15,16,36;5:24;6:35,40,47;11:25,26;12:44,46
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