CROWDED BUT CHRISTLESS

REVELATION 3:14-22:  TO THE CHURCH IN LAODICEA

Background

Laodicea was a great financial and commercial centre. It was the home of the very rich. It had its own open theatres for drama and debating, a gymnasium and a stadium, all with their own public baths. The city was so wealthy that after an enormous earthquake, it refused money from Rome to rebuild and covered all its own repairs. 
Three facts known throughout the Roman world about the city throw light on this letter; it was a banking centre of some note; it manufactured clothing and woollen carpets, made especially from the glossy black wool of sheep reared locally; and it had a medical school and produced medicines, notably an eye ointment made from a pulverized rock in the area.
Revelation 3:14-22

‘To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:

These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation.’ (3:14)

‘angel of the church’ = (angelos) = a messenger

                                     = probably the leader of the church
‘Amen’ = from the Old Testament word meaning faithful, true, trustworthy
‘faithful and true witness’ where witness = martur = someone who testifies to 
                                                                      what they have seen, done or know
‘the ruler of God’s creation’ where ‘ruler’ = arche = the first in line, the ruler

· ‘For by Him all things were created; things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him’ (Colossians 1:16)
‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm – neither hot nor cold – I am about to spit you out of my mouth’ (3:15,16)
‘I know your deeds’

· to 3 of the 7 churches Jesus says ‘I know your deeds’ (2:2; 3:1; 3:15)

‘that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were one or the other. So because you are lukewarm – neither hot nor cold – I am about to spit you out of my mouth’
· a few kilometres away was the city of Hieropolis, a city famous for its hot springs. Rising from within the city, these hot springs flowed across a wide plateau to fall down a 100metre waterfall just opposite Laodicea. The mineral waters were high in calcium carbonate and sulphur. The water was undrinkable because it was warm and made people sick. 

· Jesus is saying ‘Your deeds are like the water – warm, undrinkable and enough to make someone sick’ 
‘that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were one or the other’
· some people have trouble with Jesus wanting people cold or hot. A person who is cold to the things of God knows it and a person who’s hot to the things of God knows it – but a person whose ‘warm’ too often doesn’t. They’re not cold - so they think it’s alright. 
‘You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked’ (3:17)

‘You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth…’
· although materially well off, the church was spiritually poor but just 
           couldn’t see it. Perhaps they equated their material wealth with their
           spiritual wealth. A church is on the slippery downward slide whenever it 
           does this (and churches do all the time)

‘and do not need a thing’
· this side of heaven, we will never be in a place were ‘we do not need a
           thing’ ‘Remain in me and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by 
           itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you 
           remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in 
           me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 
           nothing’ (John 15:4,5) 
· the Christian life is a life of dependency
· this church had lost its sense of dependency
‘But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked’
· the first three (wretched, pitiful, poor) all speak of poverty. So the five
           become three – in Jesus’ eyes they were poor, blind and naked

· Laodicea was renowned for three things

(1) its financial wealth

(2) an eye ointment for weak eyes that was renowned throughout the Empire

(3) its textile industry – producing cloth of all kinds from black-wooled sheep

So Jesus says 

(1) they are poor even though they have enormous financial wealth

· ‘poor’ = from a word meaning ‘to crouch’ = cringing, bent over, as a
                                                                                     beggar

(2) they are blind even though renowned for their eye ointment

(3) they are naked even though producing renowned cloth
‘I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes so you can see’ (3:18)

‘I counsel you to buy from me:’

· our greatest needs can only be met by Jesus

(1) ‘gold refined in the fire’ 

· spiritual riches that have gone through the fires of testing and so had the 
           impurities removed
‘so you can become rich’

· we tend to elevate spiritual giftings while Jesus here elevates tested 
           character
(2) ‘white clothes to wear’ 

· in Revelation white garments speak of righteousness (19:8; cf. 3:4)
‘so you can cover your shameful nakedness’
· nakedness in Scripture speaks of judgement and humiliation

· these Christians were walking around spiritually naked, not understanding their humiliation and desperate need for Christ’s righteousness

· Jesus calls it ‘shameful nakedness’ 

           ‘shameful’ = (aischune) = from a word meaning ‘disfigured’
(3) ‘and salve to put on your eyes’
· they were spiritually blind

· until we recognise our blindness we will never come to Jesus for healing

· in evangelism, until a person has a sense of their sin and separation from
            God, they won’t see the need for a Saviour
‘so you can see’
‘Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent’ (3:19)

‘Those whom I love 

· ‘those whom I love’ = every Christian – no exceptions
‘love’ = philio (not agape) = caring love of a friend

‘I rebuke and discipline’
‘rebuke’ = (elencho) = a rebuke that carries conviction

                                  = carries the thought of exposing a condition
‘discipline’ = (paideuo) = to teach by word and physical correction
‘So be earnest and repent’
‘earnest’ = (zeleuo) = zealous (literally: ‘be a zealot’)
                                 = present imperative = continue zealously
’repent’ = (metamanoeo) = change of thinking leading to change of behaviour
                                          = aorist imperative = a single act of repentance
· repentance is not what a luke-warm believer thinks they need
· of the 7 churches, 4 are told to repent (2:5; 2:16; 3:3; 3:19) and some in the
           5th church are told to repent (2:22)
‘Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me’ (3:20)

‘Here I am! I stand at the door and knock’
· if Jesus is standing at the door then He is on the outside. The church had everything ‘just right’ but Jesus had left and they didn’t even know

· this shows the grace of God. We give up on people and situations but Jesus, virtually excluded from His own church, stands at the door, knocking 

· Matthew 7:7-11 don’t give up or give in when you pray

· ask, seek, knock = present tense = continue in the action; ask and go

                     on asking; seek and go on seeking; knock and go on knocking  
‘If anyone hears my voice and opens the door’
· ‘If anyone’ – this is personal and individual. In the preceding verse Jesus called on the church to be earnest and repent. Here he calls individuals. Learn to do what you think is right and not wait for everyone else
· ‘opens the door’ – Jesus has knocked and called out (‘if anyone hears my voice’). Our part is to open the door and invite Jesus back in. This is our responsibility
· people who blame their circumstances for how they are don’t change. People who stop blaming everyone else and take personal responsibility for their lives are people who change
‘I will come in and eat with him and he with me’
· in Middle Eastern culture to share a meal with someone had far stronger implications than it does in the West. You ate with those you had commitments to. The meal together was an outward sign of the inward commitment

‘eat’ = word used for the main meal of the day which was a leisurely drawn out 
           meal

‘I will … eat with him and he with me’
· Jesus sees the interaction around this meal as two way  – I eat with you and 
            you eat with me
· Jesus isn’t just calling this wayward church into line; He’s calling them into 
           close, intimate, heart-opening fellowship with Himself
‘To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne’ (3:21)

‘overcomes’ = a continuing victory, a continuing maintaining the cause

· because this word has strong military overtones, its use emphasises that the Christian life is a continuous warfare

‘I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne’
· scattered through the New Testament are references to believers reigning with Jesus 

· ’If we endure we will also reign with him’ (2 Timothy 2:12)

· Revelation 20:4; Matthew 19:28

· we can know a measure of this reigning now and a fuller measure when 
          Jesus returns

‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches’ (3:22)
 ‘let him hear’

·    this is a continuous activity (tense stresses continuing action)
‘what the Spirit says to the churches’ 

· the Holy Spirit continues to speak to the churches and He can say different things to different churches

· John’s Trinitarian understanding of God emerges here. The living Christ is speaking to the churches words God the Father gave Him (1:1) through the Holy Spirit

· John appears to intend each of the churches hear what Christ is saying through the Spirit to each of the other churches 
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