LISTENING TO THE WITNESSES

JOHN THE BAPTIST

INTRODUCTION

1.  From the prologue to John’s gospel, we learn that John the Baptist was:

(a)  1:6  a man sent from God

(b)  1:7,8   who came to bear witness of the light (that all might believe through Him)

(c)  1:15  who bore witness to the pre-eminence (and possibly pre-existence) of Christ
2.  As John begins the narrative portion of his gospel, he starts with John the Baptist

(a)  his testimony to priests and Levites from the Pharisees in Jerusalem (1:19-28)

(b)  his testimony the next day when he saw Jesus  (1:29-34)
(1)  I AM NOT THE CHRIST

(A)  His testimony about himself

1.  He confessed he was not the Christ  (1:19,20)

(a)  many people wondered if he was the Christ  (Luke 3:15)

2.  He was not the literal Elijah, alluded to by Malachi

(a)  some thought Elijah would return in person  (cf.  Malachi 4:5)

(b)  John did fulfill the prophecy
(i)  as foretold by the angel Gabriel  (Luke 1:17)

(ii)  as testified by Jesus  (Matthew 11:11-15;  17:10-13)
3.  He was not the Prophet foretold by Moses  (1:21b)

(a)  Moses foretold that a Prophet like himself would come  (Deuteronomy 18:15-18)

(b)  many people were anticipating the arrival of this prophet  (6:14;  7:40)

(c)  this Prophet was Jesus, not John  (Acts 3:22-26)

4.  He was the one foretold by Isaiah  (1:22,23)

(a)  the voice of one crying in the wilderness  (Isaiah 40:1-3)

(b)  sent to prepare the way of the Lord   (Luke 1:16,17;  76-79)

(2)  HE IS PREFERRED BEFORE ME

(A)  His testimony about Christ

1.  Given in response to those from the Pharisees   (1:24,25)

(a)  why did he baptise, if not Christ; Elijah, or the Prophet?

(b)  he was baptising in Bethany beyond the Jordan

2.  The One coming after him is preferred before him  (1:26,27)

(a)  this One was not far away

(b)  John didn’t feel worthy even to untie His sandal strap

3.  Why was Jesus preferred before him?

(a)  ‘He existed before me’  (1:15,30)  because of His pre-existence

(b)  ‘who is mightier than I’  (Mark 1:7)  because of His power

4.  John would later reaffirm Jesus’ preference over Himself


(a)  ‘He must increase, but I must decrease’  (3:30)

(b)  He is ‘above all’  (3:31)

(3)  BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD
(A)  His testimony about Christ

1.  The next day he declares Jesus to be ‘the lamb of God who takes away the sins

       of the world’  (1:29)

(a)  as foretold by Isaiah  (Isaiah 53:4-7, 10-12)

(b)  as later proclaimed by the apostles  (1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 John 2:2)

2.  Identifying Jesus as the “Man who has a higher rank than I” (1:30)

(a)  because He existed before John (His pre-existence)

(b)  because He is the world’s Saviour

(4)  THIS IS THE SON OF GOD
(A)  His testimony about Christ

1.  I did not recognise Him  (1:31,33)

(a)  though related, Jesus lived in Nazareth, John in the Judean desert

(b)  even if there had been a casual acquaintance, John did not know Him as the      

            Messiah.

(c)  John came baptising in water

(i)  that Christ might be revealed to Israel  (1:31)

(ii)  having been told by God “He upon whom you see the Spirit descending
      and remaining upon Him, this is the one who baptises in the Holy 

      Spirit” (1:33)

2.  ‘I saw the Spirit come down ... and  remain on Him’  (1:32)

(a)  just as John was told to anticipate  (1:33)

(b)  which occurred when Jesus was baptised by John (Matthew 3:16)

3.  ‘I have seen, and have borne witness that this is the Son of God’  (1:34)

(a)  John saw the Spirit descend upon Jesus like a dove  (1:33)

(b)  John testified to the same truth as was spoken from above ‘This is my

       beloved Son’  (Matthew 3:17)

CONCLUSION

1.  John would later describe the testimony of John:

(a)  he bore witness to the truth  (5:33)

(b)  he was a burning and shining light  (5:35)

(c)  some were willing to rejoice in his light  (5:35)
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