LISTENING TO THE WITNESSES
KNOWING IF A TEACHING

IS FROM GOD

JOHN 7:14-18

(1)  THE REACTION OF THE JEWS   (7:15)

(A)  The Jews Marvel at the Uneducated Jesus

1.  “It is not the wisdom of Jesus that disconcerted the Jewish leaders, but His

      learning.  And yet Jesus had not attended either of the rabbinical schools in Jerusalem 

      (Hillil, Shammai).  He was not a rabbi in the technical sense, only a carpenter, yet

      He surpassed the professional rabbis in the use of their own methods of debate”

(A.  Robertson).

2.  They would not have been surprised at Him knowing some scripture.  The Old

      Testament was read regularly in the synagogues, and the Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4)

      would have been memorised by everyone.  The surprise of the audience probably     

      reflects the amount of scripture Jesus knew, as well as His ability to talk in the

      manner of the Rabbis.

3.  The surprise of His hearers indicates they had not heard Jesus teach before this

(a)  this is the first time John records Jesus teaching in Jerusalem

(b)  John has recorded Jesus performing ‘signs’ there  (5:1-9)

(c)  John has also recorded Jesus defending Himself from false accusation

there (5:17-47)
(d)  many of the listeners would be pilgrims because it was a feast time (7:14)
      They would have come from not only all over Israel, but from surrounding

      nations as well.

(2)  THE SOURCE OF THE TEACHING  (7:16)

(A)  Its Source

1.  Jesus’ audience thought there could only be two possible origins for His 

       teaching: either Jesus was trained in a rabbinical school (which they rejected) or

       that His ideas were His own

2.  had Jesus said He was self taught, or that He needed no teacher, He would have 

       been discredited.  The Rabbinical method was to cite authorities for all important

       statements

3.  Jesus assures them that the origin of His message is God.  It came from “Him who

       sent Me.”  Jesus uses this or similar terminology 35 times in John’s gospel.

(3)  HOW ONE CAN KNOW THE TEACHING IS FROM GOD   (7:17)

(A)  A Willingness to do the Father’s Will

1.  there must first be a willing heart.   This is the condition, which must first be

      achieved before one can “know of the teaching, whether it is from God.”

(a)  “But he who practices the truth comes to the light ...”  (3:21)

      ie. practicing the truth precedes coming to the light

(b)  “Why do you not understand what I am saying?  It is because you

      cannot hear My word”  (8:43)  Had they ‘heard’ Jesus’ word (had an

      open heart), they would have ‘understood’ the meaning of the words

      He spoke.  It would have been revelation to them.

(c)  “Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice” (18:37)  Being ‘of the



       truth’ precedes ‘hearing’ Jesus’ voice.  

(d)  a willing heart means a heart “in sympathy (ie conformity) with the 

      divine will” (M. R. Vincent)

(e)  “Atheists of all types have no point of contact for approach to the

      knowledge of Christ.  This fact does not prove the non-existence of God, 

      but simply their own isolation.  They are out of tune with the Infinite.”

(A.  Robertson)

(f)  “And the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the 

      word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with

      perseverance.”  (Luke 8:15)  The state of the heart determines our 

      ability to bear fruit

(2)  the willingness is specifically to do the Father’s will

(a)  Jesus came to do the Father’s will  (4:34; 5:30; 6:38,39)

(b)  Gethsemane was the greatest single test of Jesus’ willingness to embrace

      the Father’s will  (Matthew 26:39,42)

(c)  Jesus taught the disciples to pray for the Father’s will to be done on

      earth (Matthew 6:10)

(3)  this willingness is both:

(a)  an attitude  (a conformity of our will to God’s will)

(b)  an action (resulting in behaviour that conforms to God’s will)

(i)  Jesus clearly demonstrated both the attitude (5:30) 
      and the action  (6:38)

(ii)  the kingdom of heaven is reserved for those who do the

      will of God  (Matthew 7:21)

(iii)  doing the will of God is the common trait or family likeness

      that all God’s children share in common (Mark 3:35)

(iv)  doing the will of God is to be from a sincere heart, and not

      just external  (Colossians 3:22,23)

(B)  The Promise - Knowing Whether the Teaching is From God

1.  know = gnosetai (ginosko usually suggests inception or progress in knowledge, and

      usually implies an active relation between the one who knows and the person or thing

      known).  So ‘knowing’ whether a teaching is from God infers a knowledge that is both

      growing and experiential.  Embracing Jesus’ teaching cannot be separated from

      embracing Jesus.  Jesus is the truth  (14:6)

2.  Jesus consistently claimed to only speak the words the Father gave Him to speak.

      (3:34; 8:26; 12:49; 14:24)

3.  Jesus stated that His words and teaching would bring ‘life’ to those who received them 

      (12:50 also 6:68)

Conclusion

It is important that we keep our will supple and pliable under God’s will.  Our ability to do this increases over discernment to know whether teaching is from God or another source.

This study is based on material by Mark Copeland: http://bible.ca/eo/jn7_17.htm
