GENESIS

INTRODUCTION
“The book of Genesis is probably the most important book ever written.” (Henry Morris “The Genesis Record” [Baker Books, Grand Rapids,MI, 1997])

“There can scarcely be another part of Scripture over which so many battles, theological, scientific, historical and literary, have been fought, or so many strong opinions cherished (as the book of Genesis).”  (Derek Kidner “Genesis” [IVP,Leicester, 1981])

But if it was to be somehow removed, “the rest of the Bible would be incomprehensible.  It would be like a building without a ground floor, or a bridge with no support.  The books of the Old Testament, narrating God’s dealings with the people of Israel, would be provincial and bigoted, were they not set in the context of God’s developing purposes for all mankind, as laid down in the early chapters of Genesis.  The New Testament, describing the execution and implementation of God’s plan for man’s redemption, is redundant and anachronistic, except in the light of man’s desperate need for salvation, as established in the record of man’s primeval history recorded only in Genesis.” (Henry Morris, ibid.)

“Besides being introductory, Genesis is explanatory.  The other writings of the Bible are inseparably bound up with it inasmuch as it gives us the origin and initial explanation of all that follows.  The major themes of Scripture may be compared to great rivers, ever deepening and broadening as they flow; and it is true to say that all these rivers have their rise in the watershed of Genesis.  Or, to use an equally appropriate figure, as the massive trunk and wide spreading branches of the oak are in the acorn, so, by implication and anticipation, all Scripture is in Genesis.  Here we have in germ all that is later developed.  It has been truly said that ‘the roots of all subsequent revelation are planted deep in Genesis, and whoever would truly comprehend that revelation must begin here’.“ (J. Sidlow Baxter “Explore the Book” [Marshall, Morgan and Scott, 1966])

The name “Genesis” is the transliteration of the Greek word meaning “source, origin,” the name given the book by the Septuagint, the ancient Greek translation of the Old Testament.  The Hebrew name is “In the beginning” - the book’s opening word.

Genesis gives us an explanation of the origins of all the basic entities of the universe and of life.

(1) the origin of the universe

· standing alone in accounting for the origin of matter, space and time which constitutes our physical universe, by special creation.
(2) the origin of order and complexity

· left alone, orderly and complex things tend naturally to decay into disorder and simplicity.
· order and complexity never arise spontaneously, and so are always generated by a prior cause programmed to produce such order.
(3) the origin of the solar system

· the earth, sun, moon and stars were brought into existence by the Creator.

(4) the origin of the atmosphere and hydrosphere

· the earth is uniquely equipped with a great body of water and an extensive blanket of oxygen-nitrogen gaseous mixture, both of which are necessary for life.  These are unknown on any other planet.
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(5) the origin of life

· living systems coming into being from non living chemicals, the reproductive process, and the almost infinite complexity programmed into the genetic systems of plants and animals.

(6) the origin of man

· man is the most highly organised and complex entity in the universe, possessing not only innumerable, intricate physical-chemical structures, and the capacities of life and reproduction, but also a nature which contemplates the abstract entities of beauty and love and worship, and which is capable of philosophising about its own meaning.

(7) the origin of marriage

· the universal and stable institution of marriage and the home in a monogamous, patriarchal social culture.

· polygamy, infanticide, promiscuity, divorce, abortion, homosexuality all developed later

(8) the origin of evil

· cause and effect reasoning accounts for the origin of the concepts of goodness, truth, beauty and love as fundamental attributes of God the Creator.

· physical and moral evils in the universe are explained as a temporary intrusion into God’s perfect world, allowed by Him as a concession to the principle of human freedom and responsibility, and also to manifest His nature as Redeemer as well as Creator.

(9) the origin of language

· accounting for the origin of language, the gulf between the intelligent, abstract, symbolic communication systems of man to that of the animal world, and the occurrence of various national languages.

(10) the origin of government

· the development of organised systems of human government with man responsible not only for his own actions, but also for the maintenance of orderly social structures through systems of laws and punishments.

(11) the origin of culture

· the beginning of the main entities associated with civilised culture – urbanisation, metallurgy, music, agriculture, animal husbandry, writing, education, navigation, textiles and ceramics.

(12) the origin of nations

· the essential unity of the human race and the development of distinct nations and races

(13) the origin of religion

· the consciousness that there must be some ultimate truth and meaning to life and its organisation into a system of worship and conduct.
(14) the origin of the nation of Israel

· Israel’s unique origin and purpose and the key to its longevity as a definable race.

