INTRODUCTION TO THE

OLD TESTAMENT

(2)

SOME OLD TESTAMENT THEMES:

A. Sin – rebellion

1. unbelief (Genesis 3:1,2)

2. pride (Genesis 3:5)

3. shame (Genesis 3:7)

B. Covenant – promise based on condition

1.    Hebrew = berith
2. a contract between two parties based upon mutually agreed condition(s)

C. Election – God’s choice of a people

1. Israel was God’s chosen people

2. that choice was made by God’s grace, not man’s works

D. Promise – God’s declaration of what He will do

1. sometimes the promise was like a covenant, based on man’s obedience

2. sometimes the promise was an oath, which was irrevocable

E. Salvation/Redemption

1. salvation = deliverance

2. redemption = buying back

3. God instituted the saving of His people, beginning with Genesis 3:15
F. Priesthood

1. priests (only from the tribe of Levi) were appointed teachers

2. they were responsible for worship “liturgy” eg. the offering of the sacrifices, the care of the tabernacle and later, the Temple

3. they were supported by the tithes of the people

4. because they were a hereditary class, they (almost always) retained their position, even when their character was ungodly

5. The High Priest alone went into the Holy of Holies once a year (on the  Day of Atonement) to sprinkle blood on the Mercy Seat (a slab of gold on the top of the chest called the Ark of the Covenant) to atone for (cover) the sins of the people.

G. Prophets

1. were from any tribe and were not a hereditary class, although sometimes prophets came in families that had a prophetic call on them.

2. prophets got their call directly from God

3. a prophet could be a priest as well (as were Jeremiah and Ezekiel), but this was uncommon

4. there were canonical prophets whose prophecies were written down and appear in the Old Testament under their name.

5. these canonical prophets are classified as either “major” or “minor” prophets, determined by the length of their prophecies

6. some prophets functioned with great authority and power but did not have their prophetic words/writings recorded solely under their name (eg. Elijah and Elisha).
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