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I. INTRODUCTION

A. The Bible is in two parts, together comprising 66 books, written by about 

40 writers. 
1. Old Testament (39 books)

2. New Testament (27 books)

B. Both the Old Testament and New Testament are equally inspired.

1. Jesus and Paul refer to the Old Testament as Scripture.

a. John 7:38

b. 2 Timothy 3:16

2. Peter describes the men and their method of writing (2 Peter 1:20,21)

a. they didn’t ‘make/think it up’

b. they “spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit”.

c. all Scripture is ultimately prophecy – God’s Word to His people

(i) this does not mean that the writers prophesied in the sense we understand the gift of prophecy today.

                                             (ii) nor does it mean that all Scripture is ‘foretelling’ as the word 

                                             ‘prophecy’ is often understood to mean.




      (iii) it means the Spirit of prophecy lay behind its formation 

                                             (Hebrews 1:1)

C. Why study the Old Testament?

1. The same Holy Spirit who inspired and directed its writing lives in us.

a. He can and will make it come alive

b. we therefore need to be in a close, living relationship with the Holy Spirit

(i) to be suspicious of the Old Testament is grieving to the Holy

                                             Spirit.

                                             (ii) to honour the Old Testament is to honour its author, the Holy 

      Spirit

2. The Old Testament is the only Scripture the early church had.

a. Peter preached from the Old Testament (Joel and Psalms) on the day of Pentecost, the day we understand the Church began.

b. The church continued for many years after Pentecost with only the Old Testament and the Holy Spirit.

(i) at best it had the “oral tradition” of Jesus’ sayings alongside

      apostolic teaching

      (ii) in time, some very fortunate churches had a gospel or an epistle


c. what did the church do through the many intervening years?

      (i) Christians searched the Old Testament for proof that Jesus was 

                                      the Messiah

                                            (ii) they had to “dig out” their faith for themselves

d. if we didn’t have a New Testament today

(i) we would discover for ourselves in the Old Testament what the

                                             early church did

                                             (ii) we might see in the Old Testament things not specifically

recorded by the early church (1 Corinthians 2:9)

3. The devil hates the Old Testament

a. it points to his ultimate defeat (Genesis 3:15)

b. it glorified his arch-enemy, the Lord Jesus Christ

c. it shows how his territory can be attacked and overcome – the same way Israel attacked and overcame her enemies, to claim and take the Promised Land.

d. It shows how God honoured blood sacrifices and why we today honour Christ’s blood (which Satan hates)

e. The devil will keep you from reading, understanding and seeking to gain any spiritual benefit from the Old Testament.

4. Liberal theologians want to discredit the Old Testament

a. they want God to look awful, not awesome

b. they deny the miraculous as myths

c. they deny the recognized authors of Old Testament books

II. HOW JESUS UNDERSTOOD THE OLD TESTAMENT

A. He never apologized for the God of the Old Testament

1. Just about all references to the God of the Old Testament are references to Jesus’ Father (John 5:16-18)

2. What Jesus affirmed, we too should affirm
B. He regarded the Old Testament with absolute authority (“It is written”)
1. Matthew 4:4,7,10

2. John 6:45

C. He affirmed Mosaic authority of the Pentateuch

1. John 5:46

D. He regarded the people and their stories as literal

1. Abel Luke 11:51

2. Jonah Matthew 12:40

3. Abraham John 8:58

III. HOW PAUL UNDERSTOOD THE OLD TESTAMENT

A. Adam was a literal person

1. sin began with one man (Romans 5:12ff)

2. death came from one man to all born since (1 Corinthians 15:22)

B. Justification by faith began in the Old Testament

1. Abraham (Genesis 15:6;  Romans 4:3ff)

2. David (Psalms 31:1,2;  Romans 4:7,8)

C. The Gospel was unveiled in the Old Testament (Galatians 3:8)

1. the law came in after the gospel (Romans 5:20)

2. the law was a 1400 year parenthesis (Galatians 3:19)

IV. THE INTERRELATEDNESS OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS

A. The Old and New Testament are each incomplete without the other

B. The Old and New Testament perfectly complement each other

C. The Old Testament is fulfilled in the New, and the New Testament can only be fully

appreciated and understood in the light of the Old

D. The New is in the Old contained

The Old is in the New explained

The New is in the Old enfolded

The Old is in the New unfolded

The New is in the Old concealed

                   The Old is in the New revealed
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