THE INTER-RELATEDNESS OF THE

OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT
Part 1 – Continuity-Discontinuity:
The Authority of the Old Testament

1.  THE AUTHORITY AND INSPIRATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT


Both the Old Testament and New Testament are equally inspired.

(a)  Jesus’ testimony to the Old Testament

       (i) to its authority

            John 10:35

      (ii)  to its truth as predicting His life, message and mission

             Luke 4:16-21


John 13:18; 17:12


Matthew 26:52-54,56


Luke 24:25,26,45-47

(b)  Paul’s testimony to the Old Testament

      2 Timothy 3:16

(c)  Peter’s testimony to the Old Testament

      2 Peter 1:20,21

2.  THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE EARLY CHURCH


(a)  The Old Testament was the only Scripture the early church had

       (i)  Peter : Acts 2: 14-36  (vs. 17-21 = Joel; vs.25-28,34,35 = Psalms)

      (ii)  the persecuted apostles:  Acts 4:25,26

      (iii)  Stephen before the Sanhedrin:  Acts 7:2-50

      (iv)  Paul’s preaching:  Acts 13:5,14-41; 17:1-3,10-12

       (v)  James at the Jerusalem Council:  Acts 15:13-29

(b)  The early churches would have had something of the oral tradition of Jesus’   
       sayings

        (i)  in time  some very fortunate churches would have had a gospel/gospel portion

        (ii) as time went on, some churches would also have had an epistle/epistle portion

(c)  What did the early church do with the Old Testament?

      (i)  they searched the Old Testament for proof that Jesus was the Messiah.


John 19:24,28,36,37


John 20:9


Romans 1:1,2


Romans 16:25,26


1 Corinthians 15:3,4


Hebrews 8,9,10

      (ii)  they allowed the teaching of the Old Testament to “fill out” their understanding

            of new covenant truths, where those truths were part of God’s word to His people

            under both covenants.


a. God’s descriptions of Himself in the Old Testament


      Romans 2:6; 3:4; 9:16,17; 11:4,5; 14:11

      1 Corinthians 2:9 

                   Hebrews 1:8-12; 13:5;  

                   1 Peter 1:16; 3:12

              b. God’s purpose to take for Himself a people through whom His purposes

                   would be fulfilled.


       Romans 9:25,26

                    Hebrews 8:7-13

                    1 Peter 2:9,10

               c. The persecution of that people by the ungodly

                    Romans 8:36

                    Galatians 4:30

                d. How God’s people were to live

                     Romans 12:20; 13:9

                     2 Corinthians 6:16,17

                     Hebrews 3:7-11; 12:5,6

                     1 Peter 3:10,11

                 e. Learning from the experiences of people and from events in the Old

                     Testament where those experiences and events paralleled their own.

                      1 Corinthians 10:1-11

                      Hebrews 11

3. THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE CHRISTIAN

(a) The two Testaments are inter-related

    The New is in the Old contained
    The Old is in the New explained
    The New is in the Old enfolded
    The Old is in the New unfolded
    The New is in the Old concealed
    The Old is in the New revealed
(b) How do we interpret the Old Testament?

    The New Testament has to have the final say on any aspect of truth and not the Old 

    Testament where that truth is contained in both Testaments
    The New Testament has to control our understanding of any concept or truth in the Old 

    Testament, and not the Old Testament control our understanding of any concept or truth in 

     the New Testament

     We must allow Old Testament truths to pass through the filter of the cross to understand 

     their application to us today
     How is any Old Testament teaching (re)defined in the New Testament?
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