LISTENING TO THE WITNESSES

THE HUMAN TESTIMONY

INTRODUCTION

The force of human testimony depends on:

(1)  the honesty of the witnesses - their character and motives

(2)  the competency of the witnesses - the opportunities the witness had to obtain knowledge,

      and the capacity of the witness to observe and remember facts

(3)  the number of witnesses

(1)  TESTIMONY OFFERED BY THOSE FAVOURABLE TO JESUS

(A)  John the Baptist  (1:29-34)

A cousin of Jesus:

Declared Jesus to be:

(a) the Lamb of God  (v.29)

(b) the Son of God  (v.34)

(B)  Andrew  (1:40,41)


Declared Jesus to be:

(a) the Messiah

(C)  Philip  (1:43-46)

 Declared Jesus to be:

(a) the One of whom Moses and the prophets spoke

(D)  Nathanael  (1:47-49)


Declared Jesus to be:

(a)  the Son of God

(b)  the King of Israel

(E)  Peter   (6:68,69)


Declared Jesus to:

(a)  have the words of eternal life

(b)  be the Holy One of God

(F)  Martha  (11:27)


Declared Jesus to be:

(a)  the Christ

(b)  the Son of God

(c)  He who comes into the world

(G)  The Disciples at the Last Supper  (16:30)


Declared that Jesus:

(a)  knew all things

(b)  came from God

(H)  Thomas  (20:24-28)

1.  Skeptical of the other disciples’ testimony

2.  Convinced by empirical evidence

3.  Declared Jesus to be:

(a)  his Lord

(b)  his God

(2)  TESTIOMNY OFFERED BY THE MASSES


(A)  Nicodemus  (3:1,2)

1.  An official of the Sanhedrin

2.  Confessed Jesus to be:

(a)  a teacher from God

(b)  One God was with

(B)  The Samaritans  (4:19,42)

1.  The woman at the well confessed Jesus was:

(a)  a prophet

2.  The villages were convinced He was

(a)  the Saviour of the world

(C)  The Multitudes


Offered a divided opinion

(a)  “He is a good man”  or  “He leads the multitude astray”  (7:12)

(b)  the Prophet .. the Christ  or  doubt concerning Him  (7:40-43)

(c)  the King of Israel  (12:12,13)  or  “Crucify Him”  (19:15)

(D)  The Jews  (10:19-21)


Also divided:

(a)  “He has a demon and is insane” or “A demon cannot open the eyes of the blind

      can he?”

(E)  The Man Born Blind  (9:17,25)

Confessed Jesus to be:

(a)  a prophet

(F)  Pilate  (18:38;  19:4,6)

1.  Roman Governor who interrogated Jesus

2.  Stated three times:

(a)  “I find no guilt in Him”

(3)  TESTIMONY BY HIS ENEMIES

      (A)   The Officers Sent to Arrest Him (7:45,46)

1.  So moved by Jesus that they could not arrest Him

2.  Declared:

(a)  “Never did a man speak the way this man speaks”

(B)  The Pharisees  (11:47,48)


Declared:

(a)  “This man is performing many signs”

(b)  Jesus was influencing the entire nation and arousing the Romans

CONCLUSION

(1)  For someone writing so as to produce faith in Jesus, John demonstrates remarkable objectivity.

(a)  he doesn’t gloss over the fact that many did not believe in Him
(b)  he presents a fair representation of the human testimony

(2)  Some believed in Jesus; others didn’t.  But note carefully:

(a)  those who knew Him best believed in Him

(b)  those with closed hearts were quick to deny Him

(3)  Even His enemies could not deny the force of His teachings and the power of His miracles

(a)  they attributed His power to the devil


(b)  in the end they felt they had to kill Him
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