HALLOWED BE THY NAME
Our name tells others not what we are but who we are

‘Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within the bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight – why the bush does not burn up.”

  When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”

  And Moses said, “Here I am.”

  “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” Then he said, “I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.

  The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey – the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites …
  Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”

  God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”

                                                                                                                                             Exodus 3:1-8,13,14

The original Hebrew alphabet had 22 letters but all the letters were consonants; there were no vowels

· God’s name was YHWH from the Hebrew verb HYH (HAYAH) = to be (“I am who I am” NIV)

· Jesus picks up on this with His “I am” statements

· those reading the scrolls were expected to add vowels from memory 

· there came a time when those reading the scrolls felt God’s name was too holy to be pronounced and so another title for God, Edonay ( = my God) was used in its place
· in the 7th century AD, those handwriting Old Testament scrolls took the vowels from Edonay  (e,o,a) and inserted them into YHWH  making the name YeHoWaH. The Germans pronounced W as V and English scroll writers began to write this as JEHOVAH
· Yahweh is most probably how the name was originally given
The Hebrew word translated ‘name’ = name, reputation, memory
· God’s name(s) reflect who He is 

· God’s name(s) reflect His reputation

“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses the name”

                                                                                                                                                Exodus 20:7
· God’s name is not what He is but who He is

· because God’s name reflected His reputation, His name was to be kept holy

“But they rebelled against me and would not listen to me; they did not get rid of the vile images they had set their eyes on, nor did they forsake the idols of Egypt. So I said I would pour out my wrath on them and spend my anger against them in Egypt. But for the sake of my name I did what would keep it from being profaned in the eyes of the nations they lived among and in whose sight I had revealed myself to the Israelites by bringing them out of Egypt.”

                                                                                                                                               Ezekiel 20:8,9
· ‘profaned’ = to defile, pollute, desecrate

· God took steps to see His name wasn’t dragged through the mud by His own people

· His own people should have reflected the greatness of His name to those who didn’t know Him. If His people didn’t, God would take other steps to protect His reputation on earth. Note how God repeats His intention to protect His name:
· “But for the sake of my name I did what would keep it from being profaned in the eyes of the nations in whose sight I had brought them out … But I withheld my hand, and for the sake of my name I did what would keep it from being profaned in the eyes of the nations in whose sight I had brought them out” (Ezekiel 20:14,22)
“I will make known my holy name among my people Israel. I will no longer let my holy name be profaned, and the nations will know that I the Lord am the holy One in Israel”

                                                                                                                                                 Ezekiel 39:7
· God’s heart has always been for the nations

· Israel was meant to honour God’s name and so reflect God’s greatness to the nations
· “the nations will know that I the Lord am the Holy One in Israel” when my holy name is made known among my people and not profaned by them
· it was Israel who was first called to be ‘a light to the nations’ (Isaiah 49:6)

· so honouring God’s name and reaching the nations go hand in hand

· the nations can only be reached when God’s name is honoured
· “Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I will now bring Jacob back from captivity and will have compassion on all the people of Israel, And I will be zealous for my holy name” (Ezekiel 39:25)
· sometimes God’s intervention in our lives is because He wants to protect His own reputation (His name) 

“And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved”

                                                                                                        Acts 2:21

· Peter is quoting Joel 2:32a

· the rest of Peter’s message is proclaiming that Jesus is ‘the Lord’ (acts 2:36)

· the Jews would not understand the word ‘saved’ as we do. They would think of salvation as God’s intervention in their life (in the same way as we think of God’s ‘intervention’ in our lives today)

· this is the first hint that Old Testament scriptures referring to God’s name apply equally to Jesus’ name

“Salvation is found in no one else for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved”

                                                                                                                                                       Acts 4:12

· Peter (and John) are before the Sanhedrin, the Jewish ruling council
· ‘no other name’ means not even through God’s name
“Through him and for his name’s sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith”

                                                                                                                                                  Romans 1:5

· through Jesus, Paul is saying, we received God’s enabling and gifting to bring people from all over the world into faith in Christ, and so from that faith, into obedience

· how did Paul receive this grace and apostleship? Through Jesus
· what resulted from Paul receiving this grace and apostleship? “… people from among all the Gentiles (were called) to the obedience that comes from faith”
· what was God’s motive in giving Paul this grace and apostleship? That Christ’s name would be honoured (“for his name’s sake”)
· in Ezekiel 39:7 the nations are reached when God’s name is honoured

· here the nations are reached so Christ’s name is honoured
Why did Paul go through what he did?
· to see Jesus receive the honour due His name

· “(Paul) knew that God had super-exalted Jesus, enthroning Him at His right hand and bestowing on Him the highest rank, in order that every tongue should confess His lordship. (Paul) longed that Jesus should receive the honor due to His name” (John Stott, quoted by John Piper in ‘Let the Nations be Glad’)
Have you ever been angry because Jesus’ name was dishonoured?

· the devil hates the name of Jesus Christ. He will do everything to have that name blasphemed, desecrated, profaned

The world doesn’t honour God’s glory or honour Jesus’ name

· will you honour that name?

“Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”

                                                                                                                                                    Philippians 2:9-11

