LISTENING TO THE WITNESSES

THE FIRST DISCIPLES

Introduction

1.  The ministry of John the Baptist was to prepare the way for Jesus.

a.  he came to bear witness of the light, that all might believe (1:6-8)

b.  John did indeed bear witness of Jesus
(i)  as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world  (1:29)

(ii)  as the Son of God who baptises with the Holy Spirit  (1:32-34)
2.  Because of the testimony of John the Baptist, Jesus began to attract disciples

a.  the first disciples were those who had been disciples of John (1:35,36)

b.  from John’s testimony, they began to follow Jesus (1:37-39)

(1)  TWO BROTHERS


(A)  ANDREW

1.  His background

a.  from Bethsaida of Galilee  (1:44)

b.  brother of Simon Peter, sons of Jonah  (1:42)
c.  a fisherman  (Matthew 4:18)
2.  His call to discipleship and then apostleship

a.  He was first a disciple of John the Baptist, who pointed him to Jesus

       (1:35-40)

(i)  this happened in Bethany beyond Jordan  (1:28)

(ii)  some think the other apostle was the apostle John
(iii)  he stayed with Jesus that day and then found his brother Simon (1:39-41)
b.  Later, Jesus officially called them to be His disciples (Matthew 4:18-20)

(i)  this occurred by the Sea of Galilee

(ii)  after John the Baptist was cast into prison  (Matthew 10:2)

c.  Then he was selected to be one of the twelve apostles   (Matthew 10:2)

(i)  pointed Jesus to the boy with five loaves and two fishes  (6:8,9)

(ii)  assisted Philip in introducing some Greeks to Jesus  (12:20-22)

(iii)  among those who questioned Jesus about the destruction of
      erusalem (Mark 13:1-4)

(iv)  listed among those in Jerusalem after Jesus’ ascension (Acts 1:12,13)

3.  According to apocryphal literature (cited in ISBE)

a.  his mother was Joanna, and the family was of the tribe of Reuben

b.  like Thomas, was compelled to believe in Christ’s resurrection after
       touching His feet
c.  various sources attribute missionary work in Bithynia, Scythia, Greece, 

       Ephesus

d.  thought to have been crucified in Greece, on a cross in the form of 

       an    X

4.  In Summary


A disciple first of John the Baptist, then of Jesus, reveals his spiritual character as one


devoted to serving the will of God

(B)  SIMON

1.  His background

a.  from Bethsaida of Galilee  (1:44)

b.  brother of Andrew, sons of Jonah  (1:42)

c.  a fisherman  (Matthew 4:18)

2.  His call to discipleship and then apostleship

a.  introduced to Jesus by his brother Andrew  (1:40-42)

(i)  in Bethany beyond the Jordan  (1:28)

(ii)  Jesus named him ‘Cephas’ an Aramaic surname, whose

      Greek synonym is ‘Petros’ or Peter, meaning a stone (of the size

      that could be carried)

b.  later Jesus officially called him to be His disciple

(i)  as he was fishing by the sea of Galilee  (Luke 5:1-9)

(ii)  along with his partners, James and John (Luke 5:10,11)
c.  then he was selected to be one of the twelve apostles  (Luke 6:13,14)

(i)  his prominence evident by his name mentioned first in the lists

(ii)  included amongst the inner circle  (Matthew 17:1,2; 26:37)
(iii)  known for his denial of Christ, and subsequent restoration

      (18:25; 21:15)

(iv)  a key figure in the first half of the book of Acts

3.  According to apocryphal literature (cited in ISBE)

a.  supposedly died a martyr at Rome about 67AD, aged 75

b.  purported to have been crucified by Nero, and “that at his own desire he

      was crucified head downward, feeling himself unworthy to resemble his 

      Master in death” (ISBE ‘Peter’)

4.  In Summary


The wealth of information about Peter in the Gospels and Acts reveals the power of the


gospel to transform a simple, flawed man into a true rock of discipleship.

(2)  TWO FRIENDS

(A)  PHILIP

1.  His background

a.  from Bethsaida of Galilee  (1:44;  12:21)

b.  Greek name suggests Greek connections  (2:20-22)

2.  His call to discipleship and then apostleship

a.  initial call to follow Jesus occurs in Bethany beyond the Jordan  (1:43,44)

b.  he immediately tells Nathanael about Jesus  (1:45,46)

(i)  that he has “found him of whom Moses in the Law and also

       the Prophets wrote”

(ii)  inviting skeptical Nathanael to “come and see”

c.  selected to be one of the twelve apostles  (6:13,14)

(i)  asked by Jesus about bread in feeding the 5,000 (6:5-7)

(ii)  approached by Greeks who wished to see Jesus (12:20-22)
(iii)  asked Jesus “Lord, show us the Father” (14:8)

3.  According to apocryphal literature (cited ISBE)

a.  supposedly of the tribe of Zebulun

b.  identified by some as the one who wanted to first bury his father 
      (Matthew 8:21)

c.  spent latter part of life in Phrygia, crucified there

4.  In Summary


Philip was a man with some knowledge of Scripture who was concerned that others


meet the Saviour

(B)  NATHANAEL

1.  His background

a.  from Cana in Galilee (21:2)

b.  probably a fisherman  (21:1-3)

2.  His call to discipleship (and possibly apostleship)

a.  approached by Philip, who told him of Jesus  (1:45)

b.  at first skeptical, because Jesus was of Nazareth  (1:46)

(i)  “can anything good come out of Nazareth?”

(ii)  cf. “Will the Christ come out of Galilee?” (7:41)
(iii)  cf. “Search and see that no prophet arises out of Galilee” (7:52)
c.  Jesus convinces Nathanael  (1:47-51)

(i)  identifying him as an Israelite without guile

(ii)  telling how He saw him under the fig tree before Philip

      called him

d.  prompting Nathanael to proclaim

(i)  “Rabbi, You are the Son of God” (cf. Matthew 14:33)

(ii)  “You are the King of Israel” (cf. Matthew 21:5;  27:11)
(iii)  Nathanael is convinced that this teacher (Rabbi) is the

       Messiah

e.  Jesus promises Nathaneal greater blessings due to his faith

(i)  greater evidence of His Messiahship

(ii)  heaven opening and angels ascending and descending upon 

      Jesus is addressed to all present (‘you’ in v.51 is plural)

(a)  an allusion to Jacob’s dream?  (Genesis 28:12)

(b)  an implication that Jesus was the way (ladder) to heaven?

       (cf. 14:6)

(c)  a reference to the day of Judgement, when Jesus comes with

      His angels?  (Matthew 16:27; 25:31; 26:64;  

     2 Thessalonians 1:7)

(iii)  full faith in Him, Jesus tells Nathanael and the others, on the 

      conviction that in Him as He now is ie. the Word made flesh =

      the Son of man, is the meeting place of heaven and earth

f.  Nathanael may have been Bartholomew, one of the apostles (cf. Matthew 10:3;  Luke 6:14)

(i)  the name Bartholomew is connected to Philip’s name in the 

      lists of the apostles (Matthew 10:3;  Mark 3:18;  Luke 6:14)

(ii)  the Synoptics never mentioned Nathanael, and John never 

       mentions Bartholomew

(iii)  ‘Bartholomew’ is not a personal name.  It means ‘son (bar) 

       of Tolmai’, as Simon bar Jonah is Simon, son of Jonah

3.  According to apocryphal literature  (cited ISBE)

a.  he was one of the twelve, but his name has been linked with many
       others as well as  Bartholomew

b.  he was the bridegroom at the marriage of Cana (Faussett’s Bible 

      Dictionary)

4.  In Summary


Nathanael is sometimes pictured as the “symbol of a true Israelite ... who accepts Jesus 


as Lord and  Saviour by faith” (Nelson’s Bible Dictionary).

Conclusion

1.  The first disciples offered their testimony concerning Jesus
a.  “We have found the Messiah”  (1:41)

b.  “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote” (1:45)

c.  “You are the Son of God.  You are the King of Israel”  (1:49)

2.  From His initial contacts with these new disciples, we learn

a.  that Jesus knows the heart of man  (eg. 2:25)

b.  that if we have faith in Jesus, it will be continually strengthened (cf. 1:50,51)

c.  that if we believe His word, we shall see full proof that His word is true  (7:17)
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