LISTENING TO THE WITNESSES

THE FATHER’S TESTIMONY

THROUGH SCRIPTURE

INTRODUCTION

1.  Jesus appealed to His Father’s testimony to Himself through the Scripture

   (a) the same Scriptures many looked to for eternal life (5:39a)

   (b) Scriptures which themselves bore witness to Christ (5:39b)

2.  From Luke 24:44 we can assume that Jesus had in mind the following:

  (a) The Law of Moses (note Jesus words in 5:45-47)
  (b) The Psalms

  (c) the Prophets 

3. In these scriptures there were many prophecies concerning the Messiah. In his gospel John records how many of these prophecies bore witness to Jesus as the Messiah.
(1) THE PROPHECIES OF MOSES

  (A) The Seed of the Woman

        1. recorded in Genesis 3:15
        2. depicting the conflict that  would exist between Satan and Christ

        3. referred to by Jesus in 12:31-33; 14:30

        4. Jesus’ resurrection proved Him to be the victor in this conflict (Hebrew 2:14,15)
  (B) The Seed of Abraham

        1. recorded in Genesis 12:1-3; 22:18
        2. that in his seed all the nations would be blessed

        3. the seed is identified as Christ Himself (Galatians 3:16; Acts 2:25,26)
        4. Matthew’s genealogy goes from Abraham through to Christ; Luke’s is from Adam through to 

            Christ, and so covers the Abraham to Christ family line

        5. Jesus made reference to the promise made to Abraham (8:56 “Your father Abraham …”)

(C) The Prophet to Come

        1. recorded in Deuteronomy 18:15,17-19
        2. the Prophet like Moses had to be listened to and obeyed

        3. Jesus claimed to be such a spokesman (prophet) from God (12:48,49)
        4. the apostles later declared Jesus to be this prophet (Acts 3:22-26)
(2) THE PROPHECIES OF THE PROPHETS

  (A) The Forerunner

        1. recorded in Isaiah 40:3
        2. a reference to the one who would prepare people for the coming of the Lord

        3. John the Baptist refers to this prophecy as having been fulfilled in himself (1:19-23)
  (B) The Spirit Coming upon Him

        1. several prophecies found in Isaiah (11:2; 42:1; 61:1) in which the Spirit was to come upon

            the Messiah

        2. a fulfillment to which both John the Baptist and Jesus refer (1:32,33; 3:34)

        3. Luke also records how Jesus fulfilled such prophecies (Luke 4:16-21)

  (C) The Rejected Teacher

        1. prophecies relating to this are Isaiah 53:1; 6:9,10
        2. in which many would not receive the Messiah because of dull hearts

        3. John referred to these passages (12:37-41)
        4. the Jews’ rejection of Jesus and His teachings fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecies

  (D) The King’s Entrance

        1. recorded in Zechariah 9:9
        2. Israel’s king would come to Jerusalem riding on a donkey

        3. John records Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem (12:12-16)
        4. later His disciples understood how this fulfilled Zechariah’s words

  (E) The Crucifixion and Burial

        1. reference to the crucifixion of the Messiah is made in Zechariah 12:10
        2. reference to His burial is found in Isaiah 53:9
        3. John describes the crucifixion in detail and refers to Zechariah’s prophecy (19:37)
        4. he also refers to Isaiah’s prophecy regarding His burial (19:38-42)
(3) THE PROPHECIES OF THE PSALMS

  (A) His Zeal

        1. recorded in Psalm 69:9
        2. mentioned by John in regards to Jesus cleansing the Temple (2:14-17)
  (B) His Familiar Friend

        1. recorded in Psalm 41:19
        2. mentioned by Jesus in regards to His betrayal by Judas (13:18)
  (C) Being Hated without a Cause

        1. recorded in Psalm 35:19; 69:4
        2. Jesus explained that the Jews’ rejection of Him fulfilled these passages (15:24.25)
  (D) The Parting of His Garments

        1. recorded in Psalm 22:18
        2. John explains this was fulfilled by the soldiers during the crucifixion (19:24)
  (E) The Offer of Gall and Vinegar

        1. recorded in Psalm 69:21

        2. fulfilled by Jesus while on the cross (19:28-30)
CONCLUSION
1. Through the writings of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms, the Father was giving testimony

    (a) preparing Israel for the coming Messiah

    (b) providing a way for them to be able to recognise the Messiah

    (c)  proving that Jesus was everything He claimed to be regarding the Messiah

2. Around 300 Old Testament prophecies were fulfilled by Jesus. A more conservative estimate of unquestionable prophecies fulfilled by Jesus would be around 60

    Peter Stoner, in Science Speaks calculates that the likelihood of any person in history fulfilling 
    48 of them would be 1 in 10 to the 157th power
3. The apostles depended heavily on the testimony of the Father through the scriptures to convince people that Jesus was the Christ (eg. Acts 3:24; 17:2,3)
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