LISTENING TO THE WITNESSES

THE FATHER’S TESTIMONY

THROUGH SIGNS

(1)  DEFINITION, USAGE, SELECTION AND PURPOSE
(A)  DEFINITION

1.  Greek: semeion comes from a word meaning ‘to signify, indicate, make known’, and is

       used “of miracles and wonders by which God authenticates the men sent by Him, or by 

       which men prove that the cause they are pleading is God’s.”  (Thayer)

(B)  USAGE
1.  While the word appears in the Synoptics, it is never applied there to the miracles of

       Jesus.

2.  used by John 17 times: 11 times of Jesus’ miracles, once of John the Baptist ‘did no sign’    
       (10:41), twice by Jesus’ opponents, ‘What sign do you show us?’ (2:18; 6:30), and when they 

       asked whether the Christ would do more signs than Jesus had (7:31).  Jesus used the word 

       twice, when He said His hearers would not believe unless they saw signs (4:48) and when He  

       spoke of those who sought Him because they ate the bread, and not because of the signs  

       (6:26).

(C)  SELECTION

1.  Jesus performed “many other signs ... which are not written in this book”  (20:30)

2.  so John has chosen seven particular signs of the many performed

(D)  PURPOSE

1.  “But these have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of

       God, and that believing, you may have life in His name” (20:31).

2.  so John’s purpose in recounting the signs is that his readers might come to faith in Christ.

a.  John records after Jesus’ first sign, the changing of water into wine, that “His

       disciples believed in Him” (2:11)

b.  John also records “many believed in His name, beholding His signs which He

       was doing” (2:23)

c.  those who didn’t believe in Him were blamed because “He had performed so many

       signs before them” (12:37)

d.  the chief priests and Pharisees met together to work out how to stop Jesus “for this

       man is performing many signs.  If we let him go on like this, all men will believe in

       Him” (11:47,48)

3.  the signs clearly drew great crowds (6:2; 12:18)

4.  the signs were not meant to be ends in themselves, but to stimulate faith in Jesus.  Jesus 

       clearly wanted the faith of His hearers to mature beyond a dependency on signs  (4:48  

       cf. 6:30)

5.  while John chose seven representative signs, it’s far more likely John chose them for their
       corporate value than their individual value  ie. he chose seven signs that represented all

       the different kinds of signs Jesus performed, that taken together give an all-round picture

       of the miracles Jesus performed.  To try to read more into each of the seven, is probably

       going beyond John’s intention.

(2)  THE SEVEN SIGNS RECORDED BY JOHN

(A)  Turning Water into Wine  (2:1-11)

1.  this sign was done in Cana of Galilee

2.  the lesson of faith: Jesus is the creator, so the materials that make up our 

      natural world are not the final limits of our life;  Jesus alone is

3.  Jesus demonstrated His power over what makes up our natural world

a.  proving the claim of 1:3  “All things came into being by Him”

b.  He is Lord of the created world

(B)  Healing the Nobleman’s Son  (4:46-54)

1.  also done in Cana of Galilee

2.  the lesson of faith

a.  signs and wonders point people to God, but alone don’t automatically

      create faith in God, that trust, confidence and assurance that glues us

      to God Himself, and holds on through life’s trials  (v.48)

b.  the nobleman “believed the word that Jesus spoke to Him” (v.50) 
      Faith is believing God will do what He said He would do.

3.  Jesus demonstrated His power over physical disease to end a life

a.  supporting His claim to provide salvation from spiritual, as well as 

      physical, disease   (8:34-36)

b.  He is the Saviour

(C)  Healing the Lame Man  (5:1-9)

1.  done in Jerusalem, at the pool of Bethesda

2.  the lesson of faith:  Jesus questioned the man’s heart desire “Do you wish

       to get well?”  For faith to be strong, our heart’s desires have to be strong.

       Faith will be tested.  We have to count the cost before believing God in any

       particular area.

3.  Jesus demonstrated His power over life’s physical and emotional limits 

a.  used to show His equality with God  (5:17-21)

b.  He is Deity

(D)  Feeding the Five Thousand  (6:1-14)

1.  done near Bethsaida of Galilee

2.  the lesson of faith: faith is tested (v.5)  We will constantly find ourselves

       in situations where we have to walk by faith or by sight, but can’t do both at

       the same time.

3.  Jesus showed His power over the limited ability of this world to meet all human

       needs

a.  proving His claim to be the only One able to meet all of mankind’s

       deepest needs (6:35)

b.  He is the bread of life

(E)  Walking on the Water (6:16-21)


1.  on the Sea of Galilee

2.  the lesson of faith: the answer for fear is faith (v. 20).  They were willing “to

      receive Him into the boat”  (v.21)  Faith is like taking Jesus into our boat.

      The wind might still be blowing.  We might still be storm tossed.  But we don’t

      have fear anymore.  Jesus is with us.

3.  Jesus showed His power over life’s calamities

a.  showing Himself to be the true object of our faith, the One in whom we

       can confidently trust in the midst of life’s storms.

b.  Jesus is our peace  (20:19,21)

(F)  Healing the Blind Man  (9:1-12)

1.  a man in Jerusalem who was blind from birth

2.  the lesson of faith: the blind man’s faith required a step of obedience.  His

       faith was demonstrated by his going to wash in the pool of Siloam, as Jesus told

       him to (v.7)

3.  Jesus showed His power over every kind of darkness that attacks people, 

  
       physical and spiritual

a.  confirming His claim to be the true and complete light of the world (8:12)

b.  Jesus is the light of the world

(G)  Raising Lazarus from the Dead  (11:39-44)

1.  happened at Bethany

2.  the lesson of faith: as Jesus said to Martha “if you believe, you will see the glory

       of God” (v.40).   The order is imperative; first we believe,  then we see the 

       miracle.

3.  Jesus showed His power over death

a.  proving His claim to be the resurrection and the life (11:25)

b.  Jesus is the life

(3)  Testimony By the Witnesses of the Signs

(A)  Nicodemus

1.  “Rabbi, we know that you have come from God as a teacher; for no one can

 
       do these signs that You do unless God is with Him” (3:2)

(B)  The Multitude

1.  “But many of the multitude believed in Him; and they were saying ‘When the

       Christ shall come, He will not perform more signs than those which this man has,

        will He’?”   (7:31)

(C)  His Enemies

1.  “What are we doing?  For this man is performing many signs.  If we let Him go on

       like this, all men will believe in Him....”   (11:48)

Conclusion

1.  John stated his purpose in recording these signs  (20:31)

a.  that we might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God

b.  that by believing we would have life in His name
2.  Jesus said these signs served as testimony from the Father  (5:36)

a.  that the Father sent Him

b.  if that is true, then He is everything He claimed to be
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