LISTENING TO THE WITNESSES

FAILING TO HEAR THE FATHER’S 

TESTIMONY 

THROUGH SCRIPTURE

INTRODUCTION

1.  The all-sufficiency of the Scriptures is an important evangelical truth (2 Timothy 3:16,17; 

      2  Peter 1:3)

2.  Jesus confronted unbelieving Jews who read the Scripture, but rejected what it said about Him.

a)  they were antagonistic to Jesus because of a wrong understanding of scripture (5:15-18)

b)  they rejected various sources bearing witness to Jesus
(i)  the witness of the resurrection  (5:25-29)

(ii)  the witness of the Father  (5:30-32, 37, 38) 
(iii)  the witness of John  (5:33-35)
(iv)  the witness of Jesus’ works  (5:36)
c)  the final witness they reject

(i)  the witness of the Scripture  (5:39,40)

HOW THE SCRIPTURES PROVED INSUFFICIENT FOR THE JEWS


(A)  They diligently searched the Scriptures

1.  as indicated by 5:39

a)  the KJV has Jesus commanding them to search the Scriptures
b)  most other versions have Jesus acknowledging their study of the Scriptures
c)  “the form here can be either ... indicative (‘you search the Scriptures’) ... or imperative 

       (‘search the Scriptures’) ... Only the context can decide.  Either makes sense here,

       but the reason given “because you think” (clearly indicative), supports the indicative

       rather than the imperative”  (Robertson’s Word Pictures)

2.  the Jews had greater access to the Scriptures than any other race or group

a)  Moses was read in the synagogues every Sabbath (Acts 15:21)

b)   Hillel had said “More law, more life ... He who has gotten himself words of law has    

       gotten himself the life of the world to come” (Talmud)

(B)  They remained unbelieving

1.  they did not have God’s Word abiding in them  (5:38)

2.  they were unwilling to believe in Him, of whom the Scriptures testified (5:39,40)

3.  they did not have the love of God in them (5:42) 

4.  they esteemed the glory they received from each other paramount over God’s glory  

       (5:43,44)

5.  despite what they thought, even their exultation of Moses’ writings showed self deception


(5:45-47)

a)  “the tragedy however was that the Jews had regarded the Mosaic ordinances,

      particularly those relating to animal sacrifice, as ends in themselves; they were

      not therefore ready to welcome Him ... The law of Moses could not save sinners 

      and give them eternal life;   it could only expose their sinfulness.  By such exposure

      Moses prepared the way for the Son of God who made forgiveness a reality ... if the

      Jews therefore believed Moses; if, in other words, they were really longing for

      divine forgiveness and for eternal life, they would now be believing in Jesus”

(R.  V. Tasker)

b)  “If they really believed ... what Moses said, they would have believed what Jesus 

      said too.  Moses writings were prophetic.  They pointed forward to Christ.  

      Therefore those who rejected the Christ did not really believe what Moses had

      written.  And if these people who professed to be Moses’ disciples, who honoured

      Moses’ writings as sacred Scripture, who gave an almost superstitious reverence

      to the letter of the law, if these men did not really believe the things that Moses had 

      written, and which were the constant objects of their study, then how could they 

      possibly believe the words,  the spoken words of Jesus?”   (L. Morris)

6.  Jesus was unequivocal that the teaching He brought was from the Father and was not


His own, and that we could know this with absolute certainty  (7:16,17). The only 

      condition was that we be “willing to do (the Father’s) will”  (7:16).  The Jews failed 

      in this crucial area.
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