LOYAL BUT LOVELESS

REVELATION 2:1-7: TO THE CHURCH IN EPHESUS
Background

By the time John received this vision (c. 95AD) Ephesus was a thriving commercial city of 250,000 people, situated right in the middle of three major trade routes. It was proud of its title “Temple Warden” which originally referred to the temple of Artemis (Diana) but later included two temples devoted to the worship of Roman emperors. The temple o f Artemis was a famous place of refuge for fugitives, but its “salvation” was greatly abused, and the surrounding area gave the criminal a sanctuary beyond the reach of the law, becoming the headquarters for organised crime. The interest of the people in magic is shown in Acts 19:30-20.
Paul had evangelised in Ephesus on his second (52AD) and third (c.55-57AD) missionary journeys (Acts 18,19) and made it the centre for evangelising the province. Timothy would later be left in the city to lead the church (1 and 2 Timothy) after major internal disruptions from false teachers.

So the church was a little over 40 years old when Jesus spoke His message to it. The first generation that had come to Christ under Paul’s ministry had largely come and gone. A new generation was now the church. They had their parent’s faith but not their parents’ zeal.
Revelation 2:1-7
‘To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 
These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the even golden lampstands’ (2:1)
 ‘angel of the church’ = (angelos) = a messenger

                                     = probably the leader of the church
 ‘holds’ = (katecho) = a firm, strong, prevailing grip
 ‘the seven stars in his right hand’  
· ‘The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand … The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches’ (1:20)
· the stars = the angels  = the leaders of the churches

· Christ holds onto the leaders of churches firmly

· Christ maintains the spiritual life of the churches

 ‘and walks among the seven golden lampstands’ 
· ‘The mystery … of the seven golden lampstands is this … the seven lampstands are the seven churches’ (1:20)
· the seven golden lampstands = the seven churches

· Christ is present with all his churches

‘I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false’ (2:2)
The church is firstly praised for its deeds, comprising both its hard work and perseverance
 ‘hard work’ = (erga) = toil resulting in weariness
· ‘hard work’ would be every form of ministry (serving God and others)
‘perseverance’ = (hupomone) = patience which only grows under trial
                                                  = endurance
‘you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false’
· forty years earlier Paul had prophesied that false leaders would come into this church:
      ‘I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and 
           will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and
           distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them’ (Acts 20:29,30)
· ministries are to be tested:
     ‘Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see
           whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone

           out into the world’ (1 John 4:1)
· we know from history that most of the false leaders at this time were not legalists, but were the very opposite, those who believed because God was a God of grace, you could be involved sexually outside of marriage and in other fleshly ways.

· from John’s writings we know his greatest concern was always for the gospel, but not just in its theological content. John’s concern was for how Christians lived in the world on the basis of that content
‘You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary’ (2:3)

‘persevered’ = (hupomone) = patience which only grows under trial = endurance

‘endured hardships’ = (bastazo) = to support or bear a burden

‘weary’ = (kamno) = to work but then as the effect of continued labour, to be weary

‘Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love’ (2:4)
While it is not entirely clear whether the ‘first love’ is their love for Christ or their love for each other, love for Christ cannot be separated from love for others, and precedes it. When our love for Christ is strong, our love or others more easily follows. The order cannot be easily reversed.

· the relationship between a Christian and Christ is first and foremost a love relationship. Possibly this church in its desire for truth had become imbalanced and forgotten about love

· ‘Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem “I remember the devotion of your youth, how as a bride you loved me and followed me through the desert, through a land not sown’ (Jeremiah 2:2)
· if our love for God lessens, so does our love for people
‘Remember the height from which you have fallen. Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place’ (2:5)

‘the height from which you have fallen’ = first love
‘repent’ = (metanoeo) = to perceive in our mind afterwards, implying change 

                                    = to change one’s mind or purpose
· our actions follow our thinking

‘do the things you did at first’ = the works that sprung from their first love
‘If you do not repent’ – so the discipline was not irrevocable
‘I will come to you and remove your lampstand’

· 1:20 lampstand = the church (in that city) i.e. that church would be removed 
                             by Christ Himself. He would no longer recognise it as His 

                             church
· that so many today see this as an excessive discipline says more about us than it does about Christ

· John saw the Christian faith in terms of experiencing God’s love for us through Christ and then returning that love to Him by loving others. The only love worthy to John was the love shown in doing ‘the things you did at first’
‘But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate’ (2:6)
‘You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans’ – the deeds are hated, not the people.
· in the first ever commentary written on Revelation, Victorinus of Pettan described the Nicolaitans as “false and troublesome men, who, as ministers under the name of Nicolaus, had made for themselves a heresy, to the effect that what had been offered to idols might be exorcised and eaten, and that whoever should have committed fornication might receive peace on the eighth day.” So the Nicolaitans had combined Christianity with pagan, worldly values. Idolatry and immorality were allowed as long as not overdone.
· this church shared Christ’s hatred of these practices. We have to learn to love what Jesus loves and hate what Jesus hates.

‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God’ (2:7)

‘let him hear’ 

· this is a continuous activity (tense stresses continuing action)
‘what the Spirit says to the churches’ 
· the Holy Spirit continues to speak to the churches and He can say different things to different churches
· John’s Trinitarian understanding of God emerges here. The living Christ is speaking to the churches words God the Father gave Him (1:1) through the Holy Spirit
· John appears to intend each of the churches hear what Christ is saying through the Spirit to each of the other churches

‘overcomes’ = (nikao) = a continuing victory, a continuing maintaining the cause

· because this word has strong military overtones, its use emphasises that the Christian life is a continuous warfare

‘the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God’
· tree of life in Garden of Eden which, after Adam and Eve’s sin, was guarded by angel with flaming sword, lest its fruit be eaten to gain immortality 

     (Genesis 3:22-24)
· so what Adam and Eve were forbidden to do because of their failure to obey, God’s redeemed people will experience as a restored Eden, where they are now allowed ‘to eat from the tree of life’
‘paradise’ = Persian word for ‘pleasure garden’ = a park surrounded by a wall
· in later Judaism, it was used to describe the place where the righteous dead existed. Here it symbolises the future state in which God and redeemed humanity are restored to that perfect fellowship that existed before sin came into the world. 
· if you have ever wondered what it would have been like to have been in the Garden of Eden, God says ‘You can enter into that experience.’ Be an overcomer (here, over idolatry and fleshly sins) and God will welcome you into a fellowship with Him like Adam and Eve enjoyed’
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