EIGHT CONTEMPORARY PURPOSES OF THE ANOINTING

2 Corinthians 1:21 “Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is 
                                God” (NASB)

(1) to serve God as a priest (Exodus 28:40,41)

· No priest in the Old Testament could fulfill his calling and function  without first being anointed with anointing oil

· 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession…
· Every New testament believer has access into God’s presence (Hebrews 4:16) a privilege experienced only by the High Priest once a year in Old Testament times (Leviticus 16)
(2) to preach the gospel in power (Luke 4:18)

· Jesus’ ministry did not begin until He was anointed by the Holy Spirit (Luke 3:21,22). He was thirty years old (Luke 3:23), the age a man became a functioning priest in the Old Testament (Numbers 4:3,23,30)

· In Acts 1:8 Jesus specifically told His disciples to wait in Jerusalem until they were baptized in the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4,5). With this Holy Spirit baptism, they would receive the power they needed to be effective witnesses for Him 
(3) to heal the sick (Acts 10:38)

· The New Testament links healing with the presence of the Holy Spirit (Luke 5:17; James 5:14,15)

(4) to cast out demons (Matthew 12:28)

· Deliverance ministry necessitates the power of the Holy Spirit if it is going to be effective. Jesus directly linked His effectiveness in casting out demons with the power of the Holy Spirit over His life (Luke 4:18)
(5) to lead (1 Kings 1:34)

· Israel’s kings were commonly anointed to begin their rule, a practice that follows through today in countries that still have a king or queen. The anointing symbolised the Holy Spirit’s enabling, empowering and guidance

(6) to receive knowledge by revelation (1 John 2:20)

· Only the Holy Spirit can reveal spiritual truths to us (1 Corinthians 2:9-13; Matthew 16:17)

· The church in Laodicea (Revelation 3:18) was told by Christ to “buy” anointing oil to place into their eyes so they could “see” their true state. Interestingly, Laodicea was renowned for an oil it produced that helped certain eye conditions 

(7) to create (Exodus 31:1-11)
· The Holy Spirit is well able to impart creative talent and direct its use for God’s glory
(8) to die (John 12:3,7)

· Jesus was anointed for burial well before the event. We are told to live by the Spirit (Galatians 5:25). The Holy Spirit continues His gracious empowering as we come to the end of our earthly life and enter our heavenly one. Many of God’s people have had profound revelation of angels surrounding them in their final moments on earth

