DID JESUS POSSESS ATTRIBUTES OF DEITY?

There were many examples in Jesus’ life of extraordinary things He did that pointed to His divine character.

Jesus demonstrated His omnipotence when He stilled the storm at sea with a word (Matthew 8:26,27), multiplied the loaves and fish (Matthew 14:19) and changed water into wine (John 2:1-11).  It might be objected that these miracles showed the power of the Holy Spirit working through Jesus, just as He might work through another human being, and so don’t demonstrate Christ’s deity.  But in each case either Jesus’ own words or the explanation of the gospel author, are quite telling. After Jesus turned water into wine, John says “This, the first of His miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee.  He thus revealed His glory, and His disciples put their faith in Him” (John 2:11).  Clearly it was Christ’s glory manifested, not the Holy Spirit’s, as Jesus used His divine power to change water into wine.  Similarly, after Jesus stilled the storm on the Sea of Galilee, the disciples don’t mention the Holy Spirit: “What kind of man is this?  Even the winds and waves obey Him?”  (Matthew 8:27).  The winds and waves were subject to Jesus’ authority, and elsewhere in scripture it is the authority of God that rules over the seas and has power to still the waves (Psalm 65:7; 89:9).
Jesus asserted His eternity when He said “before Abraham was born, I am” (John 8:58).  In the natural Abraham had lived two thousand years earlier.  Jesus’ claim, while clearly to deity by the use of God’s Old Testament name He spoke to Moses (Exodus 3:14), is also a claim to eternity.  No man has ever lived in excess of two thousand years.  But Jesus’ claim is that He existed before Abraham’s time - that He has always been.  This is the force of Revelation 22:13 where Jesus says “I am the Alphas and Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.”  Not only is this a title for God (Revelation 1:8) but a claim to eternity.

The omniscience of Jesus is shown by His knowing people’s thoughts (Mark 2:8), “seeing”  Nathaniel under the fig tree (John 1:48), and knowing “from the beginning which of them did not believe and would betray Him” (John 6:64).  Jesus’ knowledge was more than just prophetic insight.  In knowing “which of them did not believe” he knew the belief or unbelief that was in their hearts.  John explicitly says that Jesus “did not need man’s testimony about man, for He knew what was in man” (John 2:25).  The disciples could later say to Him “Now we can see that you know all things” (John 16:30).  After His resurrection when Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him, Peter answered, “Lord You know all things; you know that I love You” (John 21:17).  Peter is confident that Jesus knows what is in the heart of every person, and therefore he is sure Jesus knows his heart.  These statements speak of a knowledge not possessed by any other biblical character and imply omniscience on Jesus’ part.
Omnipresence is not directly affirmed of Jesus during His earthly ministry.  However, while looking forward to the time when the Church would be established, Jesus could say, “where two or three come together in My name, there am I with them” (Matthew 18:20).  Before He left the earth, Jesus told His disciples “surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).

Jesus possessed divine sovereignty, an authority possessed by God alone.  Unlike the Old Testament prophets who declared “thus says the Lord”, He could preface His statements with the phrase “But I say to You” (Matthew 5:22,28,32,34,39,44) – an amazing claim to His own authority.  He could speak with the authority of God because He was God.  He had “all things” delivered into His hands by the Father and the authority to reveal the Father to whomever He chose (Matthew 11:25-27).  His authority is so extraordinary that the future eternal state of every person in the universe depends on whether they believe in Him or reject Him (John 3:36).

Jesus also possesses the divine attribute of immortality.  In the early part of John’s gospel, Jesus said to the Jews, “Destroy this temple and I will raise it up again in three days” (John 2:19).  John explains that He was not speaking about the temple in Jerusalem, “but the temple He had spoken of was His body”.  After He was raised from the dead, His disciples recalled what He had said”.  (John 2:21,22).  This is not to say that Jesus didn’t go through physical death.  The passage just cited speaks of the time when “He was raised form the dead.”  It is significant that Jesus speaks of His own involvement in His own resurrection “I will raise it again in three days” (John 2:19).

Jesus claimed the power to lay down His life and take it up again, “The reason My Father loves Me is that I lay down My life – only to take it up again.  No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of My own accord.  I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again.  This command I received from My Father” (John 10:17,18 NASB).  Jesus speaks here of a power no other human has ever had – the power to lay down His life and the power to take it up again.  The author of Hebrews says that Jesus “has become a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to His ancestry, but on the basis of the power of an indestructible life” (Hebrews 7:16).  The fact that immortality is a unique characteristic of God alone is seen in 1 Timothy 6:16, which speaks of God as the One “who alone has immortality”.
Another clear attestation to the deity of Christ is the fact that He is counted worthy to be worshipped, something true of no other part of creation, not even angels (Revelation 19:10).  Yet Scripture says of Christ “God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11).  Similarly, God commands the angels to worship Christ, because we read in Hebrews 1:6 “when God brings His firstborn into the world, He says, ‘Let all God’s angels worship Him’. “

John is allowed a glimpse of the worship that occurs in heaven, where he sees thousands and thousands of angels around God’s throne singing, “worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honour and glory and praise” (Revelation 5:12). Then he hears “every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: `To Him who sits on the throne and to the lamb, be praise and honour and glory and power, forever and ever`” (Revelation 5:13).  Christ is here called “the Lamb” and is accorded the universal worship offered to God the Father, thus demonstrating His equality in deity.

So, from Scripture, we see Jesus Christ displaying omnipotence, eternity, omniscience, sovereignty and immortality – all divine attributes.  And we see Him receiving worship, both on earth (Matthew 28:17) and in heaven (Revelation 5), while declaring from His own lips that God alone is to be worshipped (Matthew 4:10).
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