DEATH AND GLORIFICATION

1.  WHY DO CHRISTIANS DIE?

(a)  Death is not a punishment for Christians

      Romans 8:1

(b)  Death is the final outcome of living in a fallen world

      In His wisdom God determined that He would not apply to us the benefits of Christ’s 

      redemptive work all at once.  He chose to apply salvation’s benefits to us gradually 

      over time.  Similarly He has not chosen to remove all evil from the world immediately, but

      to wait until the final judgement and the establishment of the new heaven and the 

      new earth.

      1 Corinthians 15:26

      1 Corinthians 15:51-55

      But until Christ returns, death remains a reality in the lives of Christians.  Related to the

      experience of death are other results of the fall that harm our physical bodies and signal

      the presence of death in the world – ageing, illness, injury, deterioration.  Although God 

      often answers prayers to deliver Christians (and non Christians) from some of these 

      effects of the fall for a time (indicating the nature of His coming Kingdom),  Christians

      eventually experience all of these things to some measure.  Until Christ returns all of us

      will grow old and die.  God has chosen to allow us to experience death before we gain

      all the benefits of salvation that have been earnt for us.

(c)  God uses the experience of death to complete our sanctification

       When we do experience pain and suffering in this life, it is not God punishing us

       (for our harm).  Sometimes suffering is simply the result of living in a sinful, fallen

       world, and sometimes it may be because God is disciplining us (for our good).

       Romans 8:28
       Hebrews 12:6,10,11

       Hebrews 5:8; 2:10

       Revelation 2:10

       Philippians 3:10

       Philippians 1:20

       Hebrews 2:15

(d)   Our experience of death completes our union with Christ

        Romans 8:17

        1 Peter 4:13

        1 Peter 2:21

(e)   Our obedience to God is more important than preserving our own lives

        The world’s goal of preserving one’s own physical life at all costs is not the highest

        goal for a Christian.  Obedience to God and faithfulness to Him in every circumstance is 

        far more important.

       Acts 21:13

       Acts 20:24

       2 Timothy 4:6,7

       Hebrews 11:35

       Revelation 2:10

       Revelation 12:11

2.  HOW SHOULD WE THINK OF OUR OWN DEATH AND THE DEATH OF OTHERS?

(a)  Our own death

      2 Corinthians 5:8

      Philippians 1:21-23

      Romans 8:38,39

      Hebrews 2:15

(b)  The death of Christian friends and relatives

       It is not wrong to express real sorrow at the loss of fellowship with loved ones who have 

       died and sorrow also for the suffering and hardship they may have gone through prior

       to death.

       Acts 8:2

       John 11:35

       Acts 20:37,38

       Philippians 2:27

       1 Thessalonians 4:13, (5:10)

       Psalm 116:15

(c)   The death of unbelievers

        Romans 9:1-3

        (i)  we often do not have absolute certainty that a person has persisted in refusal to

             trust Christ all the way to the point of death.  The knowledge of one’s impending


death will often bring about genuine heart searching on the part of the dying


person, and sometimes scripture or words of Christian testimony that have been


heard long ago will be recalled and the person may come to genuine repentance


and faith.  It’s important to accept that we have no assurance this has happened


without explicit evidence.  In some cases we just don’t know.

       (ii)  after someone who has lived as a non-Christian all their life dies, we shouldn’t


tell others we think that person is in heaven.  This is not only misleading but 


gives a false assurance, diminishing the urgency of the need for the unbeliever


to trust in Christ.

       (iii) it is not wrong for us as Christians to speak with genuine thankfulness about good


qualities we’ve seen and even been encouraged by, in the life of the person who


has died.


2 Samuel 1:19-25

3.  WHAT HAPPENS WHEN PEOPLE DIE?

(a)  The soul/spirit of believers goes immediately into God’s presence
      2 Corinthians 5:8

      Philippians 1:23

      Luke 23:43

      Hebrews 12:23

      (i)   the Bible does not teach purgatory


In Catholic teaching, purgatory is the place where the souls of believers go to


be further purified from sin until they are ready to be admitted into heaven.


According to this view, the sufferings of purgatory are given to God in substitute


for the punishment for sins that believers should have received, but did not.


This doctrine is not taught in Scripture. The Catholic Church finds support for


purgatory in 2 Maccabees 12, in the Apocrypha – a series of books not accepted


by Protestants as having anything like the authority of the Scripture.  Sometimes 


different Scriptures from the New Testament are cited as “back up” for 


purgatory by Catholics, but none even remotely teach purgatory’s existence


(1 Corinthians 3:15; Matthew 12:32; 5:26).

             A more serious problem with this doctrine is that it teaches the need to add 

something to the redemptive work of Christ because this redemptive work was


not enough to pay the penalty for all our sins.

       (ii)  the Bible does not teach ‘soul sleep’


This doctrine teaches that when believers die, they go into a state of unconscious


existence, and the next thing they will be conscious of will be when Christ returns


and raises them to eternal life.


Support for ‘soul sleep’ has generally been in the fact that the Bible often speaks 


of death as ‘sleep’ or ‘falling asleep’.


Matthew 9:24; 27:52; John 11:11; Acts 7:60; 13:36; 1 Corinthians 15:6,18,20,51;


1 Thessalonians 4:13; 5:10


Certain passages seem to teach that the dead do not have a conscious existence.


Psalm 6:5; 115:17; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Isaiah 38:19


But the Bible represents death as ‘sleep’ as a metaphor because death is only 


temporary for Christians, just as sleep is temporary.


John 11:11-13


The passages that indicate the dead don’t praise God or that there is a ceasing


of conscious activity when people die, are all to be understood from the perspective


of life in this world.


There are ample scriptures that clearly demonstrate that believers go immediately


into God’s presence upon death.


2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23; Luke 23:43; Hebrews 12:23


Hebrews 12:1,2


Revelation 6:9-11; 7:9,10

      (iii)  did Old Testament believers enter immediately into God’s presence upon death?


There are few Old Testament references that talk of what happened to believers


after death.


Genesis 5:24 (Hebrews 11:5)


2 Kings 2:11 (Matthew 17:3)


Psalm 23:6


Matthew 22:32


Luke 16:25
(b)  The soul/spirit of an unbeliever goes immediately to eternal punishment
       (i)  there is no second chance to trust in Christ after death


Luke 16:24-26

       (ii)  the Bible connects death with the consequence of judgement in close


sequence.


Hebrews 9:27

       (iii) the Bible gives no support for annihilation, the teaching that unbelievers,


either immediately upon death, or after suffering for a period time, simply


cease to exist.


Matthew 25:46


Revelation 14:11; 20:10

4.  EXPLAINING GLORIFICATION

Glorification is the final step in the application of redemption.  It will happen when Christ 

returns and raises from the dead the bodies of all believers for all time who have died, and reunites them with their souls/spirits, and changes the bodies of all believers who remain alive, thereby giving all believers at the same time perfect resurrection bodies like His own.

5.  NEW TESTAMENT EVIDENCE FOR GLORIFICATION

1 Thessalonians 4:15-17

1 Corinthians 15:22,23,51,52

John 5:28,29; 6:39,40

Romans 8:11
6.  OLD TESTAMENT SUPPORT FOR GLORIFICATION

(a)  There are indications that writers had a strong expectation of the resurrection to 

       come.

       Job 19:25,26

       Psalm 49;15

       Psalm 73:24,25

       Isaiah 26:19

       Daniel 12:2

(b)   The godly Jews in Jesus’ day and in the time of the early church had some hope

        of a future bodily resurrection.

       John 11:23,24

       Acts 24:15

       Hebrews 11:10,13-16

7.  WHAT WILL OUR RESURRECTION BODIES BE LIKE?

(a)   Using the example of sowing a seed in the ground and then watching it grow into

        something far greater than the seed.

        1 Corinthians 15:42-44, 49

         (i)
  imperishable

        (ii)   in glory

        (iii)  in power

        (iv)  a spiritual body

(b)  What kind of continuity will there be between our present bodies and our future

      resurrection bodies?
      Romans 8:11

      1 Corinthians 15:37,38

      1 Corinthians 15:51-53

      John 20:20,27

      Matthew 8:11

      Matthew 27:52 53

8.  THE ENTIRE CREATION WILL BE RENEWED

Genesis 3:17-29

Romans 8:19-23

9.  THE UNBELIEVING DEAD WILL BE RAISED FOR JUDGEMENT ON THE DAY

     OF FINAL JUDGEMENT

John 5:29

Acts 24:15

Matthew 25:31-46

Some evangelical Christians hold that believers and unbelievers will be resurrected together.

This is the position, for instance, of all who hold to amillennialism.  Others, especially premillennialists, hold that the resurrection of believers occurs before the thousand year millennium, and the resurrection of the unbelievers for judgement occurs one thousand years later, at the end of the millennium. 
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