COMMON GRACE

1.  INTRODUCTION AND DEFINITION

(a)  Introduction

(b)  Definition

Common grace is the grace of God by which He gives people innumerable blessings that are not part of salvation.

2.  EXAMPLES OF COMMON GRACE


(a)  The physical realm

      Matthew 5:44,45

      Acts 14:16,17

      Genesis 39:5

      Psalm 145:9,15,16

(b)  The intellectual realm

      Romans 1:21

      Acts 17:22,23

(c)  The moral realm

      Romans 2:14,15

      Luke 6:33

(d)  The creative realm

(e)  The societal realm

      (i)  family

           Genesis 5:4

     (ii)  human government

           Romans 13:1,4

     (iii)  other

(f)  The religious realm

      Matthew 5:44

      1 Timothy 2:1,2

(g)  Common grace and special grace influence each other

(h)  Common grace does not save people

      Romans 14:23

3.  REASONS FOR COMMON GRACE

(a)  To give more opportunity for more to be saved

      2 Peter 3:9,10

(b)  To demonstrate God’s goodness and mercy

      Psalm 145:9

      Mark 10:21

      Ezekiel 33:11

(c)  To demonstrate God’s justice
      Romans 2:5  (3:19)

(d)  To demonstrate God’s glory

4.  OUR RESPONSE TO COMMON GRACE


(a)  Common grace does not mean those who receive it will be saved
      Romans 5:10

      Ephesians 2:3

(b)  We must be careful not to reject the good things unbelievers do, and treat them as 

      completely evil.

(c)  Understanding common grace should make us far more thankful for everything

      God has done

      Psalm 100:1,4

      1 Timothy 2:1,2
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