THE CATHOLIC REFORMATION

The state church forms of the Lutheran, Anglican and Reformed churches, and the radical or free church forms of the Anabaptists, seemed to be well on the way to winning all Europe north of the Alps by 1545. They were firmly planted in Germany, Scandinavia, France, Scotland, Switzerland and England.  But Protestantism won only Holland after 1560 because a wave of reform revitalised the Roman Catholic Church.  Protestantism would soon lose Poland and Belgium.  Under the leadership of the papacy and the upper class clergy, a reformation took pace in Catholicism.  It brought internal renewal and reform in the church and an external reaction in opposition to Protestantism.
Renewal and Reform

(a)  the popes of the 1520’s and 1530’s were preoccupied with secular and political affairs.  

      Clement VII (1523 - 1534), for example regarded concern for the Papal States in Italy as

      supreme law, and his passion for papal political fortunes drew him into an alliance with

      France against Charles V, the Emperor and leader of the Hapsburg interests in Italy.

      The pope’s disloyalty was seen as treachery and the enraged Charles threatened Clement

      with a trial before a general council unless he broke his alliance with Francis I, France’s

      king.  Charles ordered his troops to march on Rome, but in the early battles, his troop

      commanders were killed.  The army was made up of rough and undisciplined Spanish

      and German mercenaries who stormed Rome on May 6th, 1527.  The pillaging, plundering

      and murdering went on for weeks.  The pope was arrested and endured many months of

      harsh imprisonment.  Many saw Rome’s sacking as God’s discipline of a worldly papacy.

(b)  no serious reform came until Pope Paul III (1534 - 1549).  Though his past had been very

     ‘earthy’ (he was known to have four illegitimate children), Paul made great changes,

      beginning with the College of Cardinals, by appointing a number of champions of reform.

      Among them were leaders in the Oratory of Divine Love.  Their guiding belief was that the

      reformation of the church and society begins within the individual soul.  The Oratory never

      grew beyond 50 members, but it had great influence.  Among its members who later 

      emerged as significant figures were Jacopo Saoleto, who debated with Calvin;  Reginald

      Pole, who tried under “Bloody Mary” to turn England back to Catholicism; and Gian Caroffa, who became Pope Paul IV.

· Pope Paul III set up a commission in 1536 to report to him on a plan for religious

          reform.  The following year they presented “Advice … Concerning the Reform of the

          Church” in which they traced disorder in the church directly to the need for reform.

          The Papal office was too secular.  Both popes and cardinals needed to give more

          attention to spiritual matters.  Bribery in high places, abuses of indulgences, 

          evasions of church law and many other offences had to stop.

· the Oratory of Divine Love inspired the founding of new religious orders.  The

          Theatrine Order was founded in 1524.  It bound priests to live under the 3 fold

          rule of poverty, chastity and obedience, in a religious community - but it left them free

          to serve the people just as parish priests did.  The preaching, teaching and social

          service of these priests led to a new respect for the Roman Church in Italy.

· unlike the Theatrines whose members were largely aristocratic, the Capuchin

          Order, founded in 1525, made an appeal to peasants with its self sacrificing spirit

          of service.  Their form of life and their chapels were much simpler and more austere

          than those of the Theatrines

· the Ursaline Order for women was founded in 1535 to care for the sick, and to 

          educate girls

· during Pope Paul III’s time, the Inquisition was set up and the Index of Books 

          instituted (It would not be completed until 1559)  This was a list of prohibited books.  It          
          included all the writings of the Reformers and all Protestant Bibles.  In some parts of 
          Europe possession of any of these books was punishable by death. The Index was not
          abolished until 1966.
· Pope Paul III instituted the Council of Trent in 1545.  The Council would have been

          convened earlier had not France’s king, Francis I, so strongly opposed it.  Francis

          wanted to rest control of Europe from its Emperor, Charles I, and saw a Church

          Council strengthening Charles’ position.  The Council met at intervals from 1545

          to 1563.  The Emperor looked for reforms and a reconciliation with the German

          Lutherans, but the Council was predominately Italian and under the strong control

          of the pope.  The Emperor was unable to influence it.  

· The Council opened on December 13th, 1545, and ran, with long periods when there were 

no sessions, until December 4th, 1563.  It was not permitted to state its superiority

to the pope. Voting was by head and not by nations, and the predominance of Italians

guaranteed the pope’s will was enforced.  The first series of sessions between 1545 and 1547 was taken up with doctrinal questions. The Council declared that not the Bible alone                                                                                                                            
but the canonical Scriptures and the Apocrypha in the Vulgate edition of Jerome and the tradition of the church constituted the final authority.  The discussion of justification by faith resulted in the decision that man was justified by faith and subsequent works rather than by faith alone.  The seven sacraments were reaffirmed by the council, and decrees concerning reform of ecclesiastical abuses were formulated.

· During the second series of sessions through 1551 and 1552, transubstantiation was reaffirmed and further reforms formulated. The final sessions through 1562 and 1563 were detailed discussions of the other sacraments, rules concerning marriage, decrees concerning purgatory, and other reform areas.  The control of the pope over the council was demonstrated by the council’s request that the pope confirm its work by a papal bull.  Another papal bull, issued in 1564, contained a summary of the faith formulated at the Council of Trent.  All Roman Catholic clergy and teachers were required to subscribe to it, as well as converts from Protestantism, with the words “I acknowledge the Holy Catholic Apostolic Roman Church for the mother and mistress of all Churches; and I promise and swear true obedience to the Bishop of Rome, successor to St. Peter, Prince of Apostles and Vicar of Jesus Christ.”

· The real significance of the Council was the transformation of medieval theology into an authoritative dogma binding on all Catholics.  It rendered any chance of reconciliation with Protestantism impossible because the Protestants would not accept the equal authority of church tradition and Scripture.  It did however promote a higher moral standard among the clergy.  It opened seminaries to train ministers, provided for the Roman Catechism of 1566, and adopted the Vulgate as the only authoritative version of the Bible.

(c)  the Society of Jesus, later to be known as the Jesuits, became a prominent tool in the Catholic church’s new directions at this time. Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556), had been a Spanish soldier, who was critically wounded in 1521. During his recuperation Loyola had a spiritual experience that led him to dedicate his life to the service of God and the church.  He made a trip to the Holy Land in 1523 and returned to gain an education.  In 1534, he and six companions became the nucleus of an order, the Society of Jesus, which was given papal approval in 1540.  In 1548 Loyola wrote “Spiritual Exercises” to guide his recruits into a spiritual experience that would make them faithful members of this order.  Several weeks would be spent in meditation on sin and the life, death and resurrection of Christ.  This period of spiritual exercise made his recruits faithful to God and their human leadership. The members finally had to take a vow of special obedience to the pope and to their leader, Loyola.  Under Loyola were provincials in charge of districts. Loyola’s “rules of thinking within the church” required absolute and unquestioned obedience to the pope in addition to purity, poverty and chastity.  The main functions of the Society were education, fighting heresy, and foreign missions. Francis Xavier (1506 – 1552) was an early outstanding missionary of the order.  Travelling to the Far East, Xavier preached in India, the East Indies and Japan, and baptised many thousands into the Catholic Church.

· Armed with a system of dogma, and backed by the powers of the Inquisition, the Jesuits

    were able to regain the southern provinces of the Netherlands and Poland for Catholicism,

    as well as even some parts of Germany. The peak of conquest and reform was reached 

    about 1600.

· But in these struggles the very efficiency of the Jesuits made them soul-less.  Their ethical relativism made them justify any means to accomplish what seemed to be good ends, and their enlistment of the rulers of the state in the fight against heresy led to an undue interference in politics that later made them unpopular.  Their behaviour became so extreme that in later years, they were to be banished or suppressed in nearly every Roman Catholic country, including Spain and Portugal with their vast territories in America, France, Naples and Parma.  In 1773, Pope Clement XIV abolished the Order after considering  “the complaints and cries raised against them”, “the dangerous results, rebellions and scandals which followed on their doings”, “to prevent Christ being seized and torn out of the lap of the Holy Mother Church.”  In 1814, Pope Pius VII annulled the decree and restored the Jesuits to their former position.

(d)  The Reformation and Catholic Reformation in the West, had little effect on the church in the  

       East. Cyril Lucar (1572 – 1638) who studied at Geneva and was elected patriarch at

       Constantinople about 1620, was interested in the Reformation movement in the West,

       but was apposed by his own people, and by the Jesuits, who did not want the Eastern

       church to become Protestant.  Lucar published his Confession of Faith in 1629, which was

       strongly tinged with Calvinistic views. He also sent one of the three oldest manuscripts

       of the Bible, the Codex Alexandrinus, to England in the reign of Charles I.  His enemies

       persuaded the Sultan to put him to death for supposedly instigating rebellion among

       the Cossacks, and a synod in Bethlehem in1672 repudiated all aspects of Reformation

       doctrine in his Confession, even claiming Lucar had not originally authored it.

