BIBLICAL CLAIMS THAT JESUS IS GOD

AND THEIR IMPORTANCE

There are a number of statements in Scripture that Jesus is God.

(1) The word “God” used of Christ

Although the Greek word theos, “God” is usually reserved in the New Testament for God the Father, there are several passages where it is used to refer to Christ.  In all of these passages, the word “God” is used in the strong sense to refer to the One who is the Creator of heaven and earth, the ruler over all.

(a) “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.  Through Him all things were made; without Him, nothing was made that has been made” (John 1:1-3)

Christ is referred to as “the Word”, and John says both that He was “with God” and that He “was God.”  The text echoes the opening words of Genesis 1:1 (“in the beginning…”) and reminds us that John is talking about something that was true before the world was made.  God the Son was always fully God.

(b) “Thomas said to Him, ‘My Lord and my God’.” (John 20:28)
Thomas had doubted the reports of the other disciples that they had seen Jesus raised from the dead, and had said he would not believe unless he could see the nail prints in Jesus’ hands and place his hand in His wounded side (John 20:25).  Then Jesus appeared in their midst and said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see My hands.  Reach out your hand and put it into My side.  Stop doubting and believe” (John 20:27).  Thomas’ response is “My Lord and My God” (John 20:28), clearly here calling Jesus “my God”.  Jesus immediately responds to Thomas, “Because you have seen Me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29).  The overall structure of John’s gospel makes this it’s high point, and in the very next verse John explains that this is the very reason he wrote it, “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:30,31).  So Jesus has spoken of those who haven’t seen Him but who still believe, and John has immediately told his readers that he recorded the events written in his gospel that they may believe in just this way, imitating Thomas in his confession of faith.  In other words, the entire gospel was written to persuade people to imitate Thomas in responding to Jesus as “my Lord and my God”.

(c) “…the Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being … but about the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, will last forever and ever…’ ” (Hebrews 1:3,8)

Christ is here said to be the “exact representation” (Hebrews 1:3) of the nature or being of God – meaning that God the Son is the exact duplicate of the being or nature of God the Father in every way.  The author goes on to refer to the Son as “God” in verse 8 (“But about the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever’”), and he attributes the creation of the heavens to Christ when he says of Him, “In the beginning, O Lord, You laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands” (Hebrews 1:10 quoting Psalm 102:25).

(d) “…while we wait for the blessed hope – the glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ” (Titus 1:13).

Paul is writing about the hope of Christ’s second coming, which the New Testament writers consistently speak of in terms that emphasise the manifestation of Christ in His glory, and not in terms that ever emphasise the glory of the Father.

(e) “Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who through the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours” (2 Peter 1:1)
Both Titus 2:13 and 2 Peter 1:1 have the same construction, in which one definite article governs two nouns joined by the word “and”.  In every case where this construction is found, the two nouns are viewed as unified in some way, and often they are two separate names for the same person or thing.  In his second letter, Peter uses this same construction three other times (2 Peter 1:11; 2:20; 3:18), almost universally translated “our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”.  Consistency in Peter’s grammar in writing, necessitates “our God and Saviour” in 2 Peter 1:1 to be terms that both refer to Christ.  He is both “God and Saviour.”  

(f) “…theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, Who is God over all, forever praised!  Amen” (Romans 9:5).

Paul clearly calls Christ “God over all”. The RSV translation makes “God Who is over all blessed forever. Amen” a complete sentence in itself, thus separating “Christ” from “God”.  But as any Interlinear Bible will show, Paul prefixes “God over all…” with a word meaning “being” ie. “Christ (being) God over all”.  In every other case in Paul’s extensive writings when he begins a new sentence with a word of blessing to God, the word “blessed” comes first in the Greek sentence (2 Corinthians 1:3; Ephesians 1:3).  So for a number of reasons “Christ who is God over all” remains the most obvious translation.

(2) The word “Lord” used of Christ

Sometimes the word “Lord” is used simply as a polite address to a superior equivalent to our word “sir” (Matthew 13:27; 21:30; 27:63).  Sometimes it can simply mean “master” of a servant (Matthew 6:24; 21:40).  But this same word is used in the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Old Testament, which was commonly used at the time of Christ) as a translation for the Hebrew yhwh, “Yahweh”, or as it is usually translated “LORD” or “Jehovah”.  The Greek word kyrios is used to translate God’s name 6,814 times in the Greek Old Testament.  Any Greek speaking reader of the early New Testament would have recognised  that in the proper contexts, the word “Lord” was the name of the One who was the Creator and Sustainer of heaven and earth, God Himself.
There are many instances in the New Testament where “Lord” is used of Christ in what can only be understood in this strong Old Testament sense, “The Lord”, who is Yahweh. When an angel announced Jesus’ birth to the shepherds, the use of “the Lord” is quite striking, “Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you;  He is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).  Not only does the angel announce Jesus as the “Christ” (= Messiah), but He is also “the Lord” = God Himself.

When Mary came to visit Elisabeth, several months before Jesus was to be born, Elisabeth said, “But why am I so favoured that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”  (Luke 1:43).  The term “Lord” can’t mean the master of a slave or servant and again is most readily understood in the strong Old Testament sense of God Himself.

When Matthew describes John the Baptist as the one who cries out in the wilderness “Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for Him”  (Matthew 3:3), he is quoting Isaiah 40:3 which speaks about God Himself coming amongst His people.  But the context applies this passage to John’s role of preparing the way for Jesus to come.  The implication is that when Jesus comes, the Lord God Himself has come.

Jesus identified Himself as the God of the Old Testament when He asked the Pharisees about Psalm 110:1 (Matthew 22:41-46):  “The Lord said to my Lord; sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet” (v.44).  The force of this statement is: God the Father said to God the Son (David’s Lord) “Sit at my right hand …” The Pharisees knew Jesus was talking about Himself and identifying Himself as the one worthy of the Old Testament title “Lord”.
Similar usage is common in the epistles, where “the Lord” is a common name for Christ. A typical instance is 1 Corinthians 8:6 “there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live;  and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live”  (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:3).

Having just quoted Psalm 45:6,7 where the author of Hebrews attributes to Christ what the Psalm attributes to “God” (Hebrews 1:8,9), he then quotes Psalm 102:25-27, where he attributes to Christ what the Psalm attributes to the Creator “Lord” (Hebrews 1:10-12).

And finally in Revelation 19:16, Christ is portrayed as conquering King, and “on his robe and on his thigh he has this name written, King of kings and Lords of lords”.

(3) Other strong claims to Deity

When Jesus told His Jewish opponents that Abraham had seen His day, they challenged Him, “You are not yet fifty years old … and you have seen Abraham”  (John 8:57).  If Jesus simply wanted to say He had lived forever, He might have answered “Before Abraham was, I was”.  But His answer is far more startling “I tell you the truth …before Abraham was … I am” (John 8:58).  Jesus combined two assertions whose sequence seemed to not make sense:  before something in the past happened (Abraham was), something in the present happened (I am).  The Jewish leaders recognised immediately that He was not speaking in riddles.  When Jesus aid “I am”, He was repeating the very words God used when He identified Himself to Moses as “I am who I am” (Exodus 3:14).  Jesus was claiming for Himself the title “I am” by which God designated Himself as the eternal existing One, the God who always has been and always will be.  When the Jews heard this, they knew He was claiming to be God, “At this they picked up stones to stone Him” (John 8:59).

Another strong claim to deity is Jesus’ statement at the end of Revelation “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End” (Revelation 22:13).  When this is combined with the statement of God the Father in Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega says the Lord God”, it also constitutes a strong claim to equal standing (= deity) with God the Father.

In John 1:1 John not only calls Jesus “God” but also calls Him “the Word”.  John’s readers would have recognised in this Greek Word logos a duel reference, both to the powerful, creative Word of God in the Old Testament by which the universe was created (Psalm 33:6), and also to the organising or unifying principle of the universe, the thing that held it together and caused it to make sense.  John was identifying Jesus with both of these ideas, and saying that He was not only the powerful, creative Word of God, and the organising or unifying force in the universe, but also that He became man, “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, Who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

Further evidence of claims to deity is found in Jesus calling Himself the “Son of man”.  This title is used 84 times in the four gospels, but only by Jesus and only of Himself.  This unique term has as its background the vision in Daniel 7 where Daniel saw one like a “Son of Man” who “came to the Ancient of Days” and was given “authority, glory and sovereign power;  all peoples, nations and men of every language worshipped Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and His kingdom is one that will never be destroyed” (Daniel 7:13,14).  This “Son of man” came with the clouds of heaven” (Daniel 7:13).  This passage clearly speaks of someone who had heavenly origin and who was given eternal rule over the whole world.  Before the Sanhedrin and on trial for His life, Jesus boldly claims “I say to all of you: in the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven” (Matthew 26:64).  The reference to Daniel 7:13,14 was unmistakeable and the high priest and council knew Jesus was claiming to be the eternal world ruler of heavenly origin spoken of in Daniel’s vision.  “He has spoken blasphemy … He is worthy of death” (Matthew 26:65,66) is their outraged response.

Though the title “Son of God” can sometimes be used to refer to Israel (Matthew 2:5) or to a man created by God (Luke 2:38), or to redeemed man generally (Romans 8:14, 19, 23), there are instances where “Son of God” refers to Jesus as the heavenly, eternal Son who is equal to God Himself (Matthew 11:25-30; 17:5;  1 Corinthians 15:28;  Hebrews 1:1-3, 5,8).  This is especially true in John’s gospel where Jesus is seen as a unique Son from the Father (John 1:14,18,34,39) who fully reveals the Father (John 8:19; 14:9).  As Son we can trust Him for eternal life – something that could not be said of any other created being (John 3:16, 36;  20:31).  He is the One who has all authority from the Father to give life, pronounce eternal judgement, and rule over all (John 3:36; 5:20-22,25; 10:17; 16:15).
The first three verses of Hebrews are emphatic in saying that the Son is the One whom God “appointed heir of all things, and through whom He made the universe” (Hebrews 1:2).  This Son “is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation (= exalt duplicate) of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word” (Hebrews 1:3).  Jesus is the exact duplicate of the nature, or being, of God, making Him equal to God in every attribute. He continually upholds the universe “by His powerful word”, something  that only God can do.

These passages combine to show that the title “Son of God”, when applied to Christ, strongly  affirms His deity as the eternal Son in the Trinity, one equal to God the Father in all of His attributes.

Why was Jesus’ deity necessary?

(1) Only someone who was God could bear the full penalty for all the sins of mankind.  Any finite creature would have been incapable of, and disqualified from, bearing that penalty.

(2) The whole message of Scripture is designed to show that no human being, no creature, could ever offer salvation to humanity.  Only God could do that.
(3) Only someone who was truly God could be the one mediator between God and man

(1 Timothy 2:5).  Christ had to be fully God to represent God to man, and fully man, to represent man to God.

There are other significant implications of Jesus’ deity.

(1) We can know what God is really like.  Jesus said, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).  The prophets came with a message from God, but Jesus declared that He was God.  To know what the love of God, the holiness of God, or the power of God, are like, we only need to look to Christ.

(2) Christ is to be worshipped (Revelation 5:6-14).  He is not just the highest of the created order, but Christ is God, in the same sense and to the same degree that the Father is God. He is equally deserving of our praise, worship and obedience (1 Peter 1:2) as is the Father.

Throughout history, groups that have given up belief in the full deity of Christ have not remained in the Christian faith.  John wrote:  “No one who denies the Son has the Father” 
(1 John 2:23), and “anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son” 
(2 John 9).

This study is taken from Systematic Theology by W. Grudem (Leicester:IVP; Michigan:Zondervan, 1994) pp.543-547
