BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

PART 2

TWO ASPECTS


The baptism in the Holy Spirit comprises two distinct, but complementary aspects –

one outward and the other inward.

Outwardly, the presence and power of the Holy Spirit comes down from above upon the believer, completely surrounding, enveloping and immersing him.

Inwardly, the believer, in the likeness of one drinking, receives the presence and power of the Holy Spirit within himself, until there is an overflow form the believer, like a river, from his innermost being.

1.  OUTWARDLY

Acts 2:2  “… there came from heaven a noise like a violent, rushing wind and it filled the whole house where they were sitting”.

Acts 2:17  “ I will pour forth of My Spirit upon all mankind.”

Acts 2:33  “.. He (Jesus) has poured forth this (the Holy Spirit) which you both see and hear” 
Acts 8:16  “He (the Holy Spirit) had not yet fallen upon any of them”.

Acts 10:44  “… the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the message.”

Acts 10:45  “… the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out upon the Gentiles also”.

Acts 11:15  “… the Holy Spirit fell upon them…”

Acts 19:6  “… the Holy Spirit came on them …”

2.  INWARDLY

John 7:37-39 “.. if any man is thirsty, let Him come to me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water’.  But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive…”

Acts 2:4  “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 8;15  “… that they might receive the Holy Spirit”

Acts 19:2 “… did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”

THE OVERFLOW

Examining the five cases in the Book of Acts, where people were baptised in the Spirit:
1.  Acts 2:4  speaking in tongues
2.  Acts 8:15-19 nothing mentioned

3.  Acts 9:17,18 healing, with either then or later, speaking in tongues (1 Corinthians 14:8)

4.  Acts 10:44-46 speaking in tongues

5.  Acts 19:6 speaking in tongues and prophesying

note:  
From Acts 10:45,46 and 11:15,17 we can conclude that the manifestation of


speaking in tongues was sufficient evidence for the apostles that the Gentiles


had been baptised in the Holy Spirit, as they not only stated so, but never asked


for alternative evidence.

CONFIRMING PRINCIPLES


Matthew 12:34 When it is filled to overflowing, the heart of man overflows through the mouth.  So when a person’s heart has been filled to overflowing with the Holy Spirit, the overflow of the heart will take place through the mouth.  Because the infilling is supernatural, we can expect the overflow to be supernatural also.

James 3:8 The tongue is the most difficult part of the human body to bring under control.

But Romans 6:13 demands the total yielding of every part of our body, that God may control them according to His own will as instruments of righteousness.  The final evidence, or seal, that this yielding of our body to God is complete is that the Spirit of God takes control of the very part of our body which none of us can control for ourselves – the tongue – and then uses this part in a supernatural way for His own glory.

John 16:13 Here Jesus emphasises the personality of the Holy Spirit by using the pronoun He, and by attributing to the Holy Spirit the ability to speak.  From 1 Corinthians 6:19, we know that the physical body of the redeemed believer is the appointed temple in which the Holy Spirit desires to dwell. Appropriately then, the evidence that the Holy Spirit, as a Person, has come to take up fully His dwelling in that physical temple is that He exercises the attribute of personality and speaks from within the temple, using the tongue and the lips of the believer to make this speech audible (Numbers 7:89).
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