THE BACKGROUND
TO THE REFORMATION
By 1500 the foundations of the old medieval society were breaking up, and a new society was slowly coming into being.

1.  Geographical Change

· ancient world = potamic   (Greek potamis = river)

· middle ages = thalassic  (Greek thalassa = sea)

· 1500 → oceanic  (Columbus, Magellan)

2.  Political Change

· medieval universal state giving way to territorial, national states

· growing opposition to domination by a universal state or religious order

3.  Economic Change

· middle ages - economy of Europe was agricultural, with land the basis of wealth

· 1500 → revival of towns, opening of new markets, discovery of sources of raw materials in colonies of newly discovered lands

· middle class merchants replacing medieval feudal noble as the wealthy

· trade becoming international rather than interurban

· rising middle class resented drain of their wealth to the international church under the leadership of the Pope in Rome

4.  Social Change

· medieval society - one remained in the class into which one was born

· 1500 → changes from lower to higher social rank became possible

· serfdom disappearing

· the free farmer, the country gentry and the merchant class of the town became a (before unknown) urban middle class

5.  Intellectual Change

· Renaissance (1350 - 1650) had brought new emphasis on the individual 
· critical spirit of the Renaissance
6. Religious Change

· medieval religious uniformity

· schisms in the previously corporate, hierarchical, sacramental structure of the Catholic Church

· 1500 → role of the Catholic Church in choosing Europe’s political leadership increasingly threatened

· Catholic Church looked to its classical past in a world that no longer resembled what it used to be

· Catholic Church centred in Rome in Italy, at a time when Italian society, though cultured, was corrupt, sensual and immoral

