THE ANOINTING OF THE SPIRIT

 THE MISSION OF JESUS

AND THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH
(1) THE ANOINTING AND MISSION OF JESUS THE CHRIST


On the Sabbath morning, in a synagogue in Nazareth, in the backwaters of despised Galilee, a thirty year old local villager took his turn to read from the scroll of the Prophets (Luke 4:16-30).

Jesus read Isaiah 61:1,2

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,

Because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor.

He sent Me to proclaim release to the captives,

And recovery of sight to the blind,

To set free those who are downtrodden,

To proclaim the favourable year of the Lord”.

Then He sat down.  This was the customary posture for explaining the Scriptures.  The people might have expected Jesus to comment on the text in a way it had always been expounded, “What we have just read is what God has promised us.  The prophet tells us that this is the One we pray for. This is the One who will rescue us, in the power of God’s Spirit.  May the Anointed One come soon!”   What Jesus actually said must have staggered His audience, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21).

Jesus claimed the prophetic text as His own. And in doing so, He made the mission of God, the mission of Israel and the mission of the Servant, His own mission.  Through this text, Jesus set out the manifesto of His own mission.  This text was the answer to the questions that became more and more insistent as His ministry gathered pace, “Who are you?  Where did you get this authority?”

But if Jesus was the One anointed by the Spirit of God, we would expect to find those same four key marks of the anointed Servant of the Lord the Old Testament so clearly spoke of, in His ministry.
(a)  Justice

This was implicit in Jesus announcement of the reign of God, which all Jesus’

contemporaries knew from their Scriptures, would bring God’s justice to the world.

Justice would mean God righting wrongs.  This is what Jesus taught and lived.  Some of His supporters wanted violent revolution, but this wasn’t God’s way.  Some expected immediate and dramatic change, but Jesus explained that the kingdom of God was like a seed growing secretly, or like yeast permeating the dough.  But it was a key element in what Jesus taught His disciples to seek.  Justice and righteousness are almost synonymous terms, so we can translate Matthew 5:6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice”, and Matthew 6:33, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His justice”.

(b)  Compassion

Jesus sought out those whom society rejected and marginalised, and ministered especially to them: the sick, women, children, the morally and politically marginalised (prostitutes and tax gatherers), Gentiles, “sinners”.  He even gained a reputation for such behaviour: “friend of sinners”.  It was used as an insult, but summarised why He came.

(c)  Revelation

Jesus opened the eyes of the physically blind, but on an even greater scale, He opened the eyes of the spiritually blind – those who had been blind to the truth about God, about sin, judgement and forgiveness, about Himself, and the significance of His coming, about how life was to be lived by those who submitted to the reign of God.

(d)  Liberation

Jesus went about delivering people from sickness, from the burden of sin and the loneliness of ritual exclusion and from demonic oppression.  He gave His life “a ransom for many” to bring about the ultimate liberation for sinners.
Jesus not only fulfilled the task of the Servant in the power of the Spirit, but He also accepted the fate of the Servant.  And that was to suffer rejection, contempt, unjust trial and bloody execution. And in doing all this, He took upon Himself the deepest cause of all injustice, cruelty, blindness and bondage – our sinful rebellion against God.  Jesus went to the cross.  The cross was the cost of the mission of the Servant.

(2)  THE ANOINTING AND THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

In the Scripture, the anointing of the Holy Spirit is primarily an equipping for mission, a commissioning for service. This anointing is what enables people to do what God wants to get done. For Christians, the anointing of the Spirit is so we can do what the Scripture clearly shows us God wants to get done.  Mission for the Christian is mission in Christ’s way, and that means following the pattern of Spirit-filled servanthood that characterised His ministry.

Jesus was obviously unique as was His life. He was the Servant of the Lord, the only perfectly obedient One.  His death was unique.  He was the one and only perfect embodiment of the living God in a human life – the utterly unique God-man.  And so He alone could take our sin upon Himself that God could reconcile the world to Himself. Nobody else has ever done, ever could do, or ever needs to do, what Jesus has done as the Son and Servant of the living God in the power of God’s Spirit.

But in another sense, Jesus passed on that mission of God to His disciples. The risen Jesus proclaimed His own universal Lordship as the foundation for the mandate to His disciples to replicate Him by creating, nurturing and spreading communities of obedient discipleship throughout the nations (Matthew 28:18-20).  For that task, He specifically empowered them by the Holy Spirit.

“….You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you

shall be My witnesses, both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 

even to the remotest part of the earth.”  

                                                            Acts 1:8

So Jesus entrusts to us the mission of God (to bless the nations of the world), the mission of Israel (to be a light to the nations and the agent of blessing), the mission of the Servant (to bring salvation to the ends of the earth), and His own mission (that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in His name – Luke 24:47).  The Church is now the inheritor and agent of all dimensions of the biblical mission.

This is how Paul saw his own mission. He was called to be an apostle to the nations (Gentiles), but in that task, Paul saw the continuation of the mission of God’s Servant.  In Romans 15:8,9 he describes how the Messiah (Christ) became a servant to Israel so that the gospel could go the nations.  In Acts 13:47 he explicitly quotes Isaiah 49:6 and applies that servant task and responsibility to himself and his small band of church planting missionaries.
In line with Paul, we need to make the mission of the ‘Spirit anointed Servant to the nations’ our mission too.  In Jesus’ own earthly lifetime, He did not “complete” the task of bringing justice, compassion, revelation and liberation to the ends of the earth.  These same tasks are ours and call for the same combination of spiritual and physical, personal and social, historical and eternal dimensions, as they did in His own ministry.  It is in all of these that the gospel is to be heard, applied and lived out.  Authentic Christian mission includes good news for the poor, compassion for the sick and suffering, justice for the oppressed and liberation for the bound.  The gospel of the Servant of God in the power of the Spirit of God, addresses every area of human need and every area that has been broken and twisted by sin and evil.

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me…” (Luke 4:18).  Filled with the Holy Spirit (as Luke stresses more than any of the gospel writers), Jesus ate and drank with the poor and the marginalised, fed the hungry, talked with children, taught the crowds, comforted the bereaved, restored the ostracised, released the demonised, challenged the rich and the authorities, brought (and bought) people forgiveness of sins, healed relationships as well as bodies, and in all of this, declared the reign of God – both here and now, and still to come.  And all of this was part of His anointed mission.

And then, after His resurrection, as Jesus talked with His disciples, He made an amazing statement that in the light of the place of the anointing of the Spirit to fulfil the mission of God, the mission of Israel and the mission of the Servant, now takes on new meaning:

“… as the Father has sent Me, I also send you. And when He had said this, He

breathed on them, and said to them ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’. “  


John 20:21,22

Mission “in the way” of Christ, is mission that is empowered by the anointing of the Spirit of God, committed to the justice and compassion of God, characterised by the Servant of God, and that includes suffering and the firmest possible commitment to walking in the way of the cross.

(This study was inspired by “Knowing The Holy Spirit Through The Old Testament” by Christopher Wright, Monarch Books, 2006, pp. 111-118)
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