AN INTRODUCTION TO DANIEL’S 70 WEEK PROPHECY

Daniel 9

Vs.1-3 

· Daniel had discovered Jeremiah’s prophecy (Jeremiah 25:8-11; 29:10) that Judah would be in captivity for 70 years (606-536BC)

Vs.4-19

· the focus of Daniel’s resulting fasting and prayer is the recognition of God’s righteousness in bringing judgement on the city and destruction of the Temple
Vs.20-23

· while Daniel continues to cry out in confession to God, the angel Gabriel appears to him to give “insight and understanding” (v.21)
Vs.24-29

v.24 

· seventy sevens = 70 lots of 7 = 490

· “for your people and your holy city”

· (1) to finish transgression
           To shut up or restrain rebellion or lawlessness; to withhold, to finish and 

            put an end to rebellion, lawlessness or revolt   

            Isaiah 53:8
  (2) to put an end to sin
        To bring to a conclusion, to finish, to seal up sin, lock up, both ‘root and fruit’
        Hebrews 10:12; 9:28
  (3) to atone for wickedness
        To cover, to cleanse, to make atonement, appeasement for perverseness in spirit, 

         vanity, lawlessness

         Isaiah 53:5,6,10
  (4) to bring in everlasting righteousness
        To bring in eternal uprightness, justice, righteousness

        Romans 14:17
  (5) to seal up vision and prophecy
        To complete, finish, fulfill both vision and prophecy or prophet

         Luke 24:44-47
  (6) to anoint the most holy
        To anoint, consecrate not the place but the Person, the One who is God’s glory
        Revelation 21:22
v.25

· from the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild  Jerusalem until the Anointed One (the Ruler) comes would be seven sevens (7X7=49) and sixty two sevens (62X7=434) ie. 49 + 434 = 483. If  a day is equal to a year (Leviticus 25:8; Numbers 14:34) there would be a gap of 483 years between the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem and the appearance of the Anointed One ( = Christ)
· there were two decrees relating restoring and rebuilding Jerusalem that fit the criteria
(1) the decree of Artaxerxes to Ezra (Ezra 7:8f) in 457BC

(2) the decree of Artaxerxes to Nehemiah (Nehemiah 2:5f) in 444BC

· taking the first – the decree in 457BC: 483 years after the decree takes us to 26AD. We now know there is a four year miscalculation in determining the present year (Dionysius Exiguus in 532AD invented the present day calendar based on the time of the building of the city of Rome. He calculated Christ’s human birth at 753, but the later discovery that Herod died in 750 meant he had miscalculated Jesus’ birth by about 4 years). So the year 26 is actually 30 years after Christ’s human birth. This was the age at which a man became a priest (Numbers 4:3,35,39,43), and Jesus’ age when He presented Himself to be baptized and begin His earthly ministry (Luke 3:21-23; Mark 1:14,15)
· taking the second – the decree in 445BC: Jews used a lunar year of 360 days (cf. Genesis 7:11,24; 8:3,4; Revelation 11:2,3; 12:6,14). Calculating 483 lunar years of 360 days, 483 years = 173,880 days (483X360). The decree was given in the first Jewish month of the Jewish year, Nissan (Nehemiah 2:1). If the decree was given on the first day of Nissan, calculating 173,880 days forward brings us to Nissan 10 (April 6th), 32AD. On this very day Jesus presented Himself to Israel as its Saviour (fulfilling Zechariah 9:9) and went to the cross four days later
· why is there a distinction between the first 49 years (7X7) and the next 434 years (42X7)? Possibly the 49 year period (bringing us to 408BC) was when Malachi concluded his prophetic ministry. There would be no further prophetic voice for around 400 years
v.26

· after the second period (62X7=434), the Anointed One was “cut off”(Isaiah 53:8)

· “The people of the ruler who will come …” = the Roman army

· “ … will destroy the city and the sanctuary” ( = most holy) = the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in 70AD
v.27
· “He ( = the Anointed One = Christ) will confirm a covenant with many …” Christ confirmed the Abrahamic covenant and secured the promises made to the fathers (Galatians 3:7,16,27-29)

· “In the middle of the seven he will put an end to sacrifice and offering …” After a ministry of three and a half years (half a week), Christ (the Anointed One) went to the Cross, bringing to an end the old covenant sacrificial system (John 1:29; Ephesians 2:13-15; Hebrews 10:1-14)
· “And on a wing of the temple, he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him” The first half of v.26 referred to Christ and the second half to the Roman army. If the same principle follows here, this last section again refers to the invading Roman army and particularly to the desecration of the Temple by Titus in 70AD. 
· in both Matthew 24:15 and Mark 13:14 Jesus refers specifically to this section of Daniel 9:27 in the context of Jerusalem’s destruction by the Roman army (Matthew 24:1-3; Mark 13:1-4)

· On September 8th, 70AD (the same day and month Solomon’s Temple had been destroyed by the Babylonians in 486BC) the Romans pitched their standards inside the temple court and offered sacrifice, acclaiming Titus’ victory. The Temple was completely destroyed; not a single stone was left standing. The Jewish historian Josephus wrote that 97,000 prisoners were taken and 1,100,000 people lost their lives in the battle for Jerusalem – still the greatest loss of life in a single battle in world history
· if Christ’s ministry of three and a half years fulfills “in the middle of the seven he will put an end to sacrifice” is there any significance in the final 70th week coming to a close? What happened three and a half years after Christ went to the cross? Church historians are in general agreement that this brings us up to the martyrdom of Stephen in Acts 7. The high priest and the Sanhedrin had finally and completely closed the door to the gospel. It is at this point that the message of the gospel begins to be taken beyond the Jews to the Gentiles (Acts 8:4ff)
