ADOPTION

In regeneration, God gives us new spiritual life within. 

In justification, God gives us right legal standing before Him.  

In adoption God makes us members of His family. 

It naturally follows that the biblical teaching on adoption focuses more on the personal relationships that salvation gives us with God and with His people.
By definition, adoption is the act of God whereby He makes us members of His family.

1. BIBLICAL EVIDENCE FOR ADOPTION

(a)  While there is a sense in which God the Father is a Father to all of His creation, there

      is a clear distinction made in the Bible between those to whom He is their spiritual father

      and those to whom He is not.

      (i)  God as a father to all of creation


Acts 17:24-29


Malachi 2:10a
     (ii)  God as a spiritual father only to those who have put their faith in Christ


Matthew 5:44,45


John 8:41-44


Ephesians 2:2,3


1 John 3:10

(b)  Adoption is part of the fulfillment of God’s plan for us

      Ephesians 1:5

(c)  Adoption as God’s children was not fully realised in the Old Testament.

      Galatians 3:23-26

(d)  While not fully realised, the children of Israel under the old covenant experienced a

      unique relationship with the Father – a relationship that was not experienced by any

      other people.

      Psalm 103:13

      Isaiah 43:6,7

      Malachi 1:6; 2:10a
(e)  A clear evidence that we are God’s children is the work of the Holy Spirit in bearing 

      witness in our hearts to that reality of our being God’s children.

      Galatians 4:4-7

      Romans 8:14-17

(f)  Our adoption into God’s family makes us partakers together in one family, together with 
      the believing Jews of the Old Testament.

      Romans 9:7,8

      Galatians 4:28,31

(g)  While Jesus makes a distinction between the greater and eternal sense in which
      God is His Father compared to the sense in which He is our Father, Jesus nonetheless

      calls us “brothers”.

      John 20:17

      Hebrews 2:12

      Romans 8:29

(g)  We will not receive the final benefits and privileges of adoption until Christ returns.

      Romans 8:23

2.  ADOPTION IS AN OUTCOME OF SAVING FAITH

      Galatians 3:23-26

      John 1:12

3.  ADOPTION IS DISTINCT FROM REGERATION AND JUSTIFICATION

In regeneration, we are made spiritually alive, able to relate to God in prayer and worship, and are able to hear His Word with receptive hearts.  But God could easily have creatures that are spiritually alive but not members of His family and not able to share the special privileges of family members.  Angels appear to be such.
Likewise, God could also have justified us without the privileges of adoption into His family.  He could have forgiven our sins and given us right legal standing before Him without making us His children.

Regeneration has to do with our spiritual life within.  Justification has to do with our right standing before God.  But adoption has to do with our relationship with God as our Father, and in adoption, we are given many of the greatest blessings that we will know for all eternity.

4.  THE PRIVILEGES OF ADOPTION

(a) benefits in the way God relates to us
     (i)  we can speak to God and relate to Him as a good and loving Father.
           Matthew 6:9

           Galatians 4:7

           Romans 8:15,16

     (ii)  as a good and loving Father, God loves and understands us

           1 John 3:1

           Psalm 103:13,14

     (iii)  God as a Father takes care of our needs

            Matthew 6:32

      (iv)  God as a Father gives us good gifts

            Matthew 7:11

            Luke 11:13

     (v)  God as a Father has a great inheritance in heaven for us

           Galatians 4:7

           Romans 8:17

     (vi)  all the greatest privileges and blessings of heaven are laid up for us and put at our

            disposal, because we are children of the King and members of the royal family

           1 Peter 1:4

           Revelation 2:26,27; 3:21

     (vii)  we have the privilege of being led by the Holy Spirit

           Romans 8:14

      (viii) the privilege of being disciplined by God so we can share His holiness

            Hebrews 12:5,6  (quoting Proverbs 3:11,12), 7,10
       (ix) the privilege of sharing both in Christ’s suffering and glory

            Romans 8:17
(b)  benefits in the way we relate to one another.

       (i)  we are members of one family

            Ephesians 2:19,22

            Galatians 6:10

            Romans 1:13; 8:12; ! Corinthians 1:10; 6:8

(c)  benefits affecting our personal conduct

        (i)  imitating our Father

             Ephesians 5:1

             1 Peter 1:14-16 

      (ii)  honouring our Father in front of others by our lifestyle

             Matthew 5:16

             Philippians 2:15

             1 John 3:10
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