WARNINGS, MESSAGES AND A FINAL DOXOLOGY
 I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. 18 For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people. 19 Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I am full of joy over you; but I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil.
20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.
The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.
21 Timothy, my fellow worker, sends his greetings to you, as do Lucius, Jason and Sosipater, my relatives.
22 I, Tertius, who wrote down this letter, greet you in the Lord.
23 Gaius, whose hospitality I and the whole church here enjoy, sends you his greetings.
Erastus, who is the city’s director of public works, and our brother Quartus send you their greetings.  
25 Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, 26 but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him— 27 to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.
                                                                                                                                     Romans 16:17-27
The transition from greetings to warnings is abrupt but understandable. Paul has moved from the church’s unity in diversity (expressed through the kiss of peace) to the menace of those threatening division. His earlier conciliatory attitude to the weak reflected his respect for a sensitive conscience but his strength against the false teachers comes out of his anger at their disruptive and destructive attitudes and behaviour.
Paul begins with a three-fold appeal – to vigilance, separation and discernment.

He first pleads for vigilance. ‘I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned’ (16:17). Some divisions are inevitable (Matthew 10:34ff our loyalty to Christ) and some obstacles are too (9:32f the stumbling block of the cross). Paul is urging the church here to look out for those who cause them because they contradict the teaching of the apostles. He takes it for granted that even this early in church history there was a doctrinal and ethical norm which all the churches followed.
Secondly, Paul calls for separation from those who deliberately depart from the apostolic faith. ‘Keep away from them’ (16:17). Why? What’s their core problem? ‘For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites’ (literally: their own belly [16:18]). They have no wish to be Christ’s willing slaves. ‘By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people’ (16:18). They seduce the minds of simple people with smooth words.

Thirdly, Paul urges the Romans to grow in discernment. ‘Everyone has heard about your obedience’ (16:19a).But there are two kinds of obedience: blind and discerning and he wants them to choose the second. ‘I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil’ (16:19b). Being wise about what’s good means being able to recognise, love and follow it. Being innocent about evil means shying away from it. ‘I want to see you experts in good, and not even beginners at evil’ (J. B. Phillips).
These three tests can be reduced to three questions: Is it biblical? Does it glorify Christ? Does it promote goodness?

Paul now adds an assurance. Having written about good and evil, he wants the readers to be in no doubt about the ultimate outcome. He sees Satan’s strategy behind the false teachers’ activities. ‘The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet’ (16:20a). This means something like: God will soon throw Satan under your feet so you can trample him. God’s peace allows no appeasement of the devil. Final peace is only possible when evil is finally destroyed. 

This is probably an allusion to Genesis 3:15 where God promised the seed of the woman (Christ) would crush the serpent’s head. But it isn’t wrong to read a further reference into the text of the place of man (male and female) who God created to have dominion. Psalm 8:6 says God has put ‘all things under his feet.’ This has clearly been fulfilled in Christ (Ephesians 1:22; cf. Hebrews 2:8f). But this exaltation is incomplete. Christ reigns but He still waits for his enemies to be made his footstool (Psalm 110:1). Paul simply says that this will happen ‘soon.’ Until Christ’s return, the church should expect regular, interim victories over Satan, partial crushings.
Knowing how crucial God’s grace is to see this fulfilled, Paul adds: ‘The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you’ (16:20).

Having sent his own personal greetings to twenty-six individuals in Rome (16:3-16), Paul now passes on messages from eight people who are with him in Corinth. Timothy was Paul’s closest fellow worker. For the previous eight years Timothy had been Paul’s constant travel companion and had undertaken several special missions at Paul’s request. He was now in Corinth and about to set sail for Jerusalem with the offering from the Greek churches.
Paul now turns to three of his fellow countrymen. The NIV’s ‘relative(s)’ should be understood as ‘fellow Jews.’ Various attempts have been made to identify Lucius, Jason and Sosipater (16:21) but without corroborating evidence, we really don’t know who they were. Tertius (16:22), Paul’s scribe to whom he has been dictating the letter, now adds his own greeting.
Next is a message from Paul’s host in Corinth. ‘Gaius, whose hospitality I and the whole church here enjoy, sends you his greetings’ (16:23a). This could be the Gaius Paul baptised (1 Corinthians 1:14). Gaius offered hospitality to not only Paul but to the ‘whole church’ probably meaning the church met in his home.

‘Erastus, who is the city’s director of public works, and our brother Quartus send you their greetings’ (16:23b). Again, various attempts have been made to identify these two men. A ‘director of public works’ would be roughly equivalent to a city treasurer.
This great letter concludes with a doxology which takes up the letter’s central themes, summarises them, and then relates them to each other. It consists of four parts, focusing respectively on the power of God, the gospel of Christ, the evangelisation of the nations and praise of God’s wisdom.

First, the power of God. ‘Now to him who is able to establish you’ (16:25a). The letter to Romans begins and ends with a reference to the power of God through the gospel. The gospel is God’s power to save (1:16) and to ‘establish.’ Paul uses a word (sterizo) that is almost a technical term for nurturing new converts and strengthening new churches. Luke uses it in Acts of Paul and his companions revisiting the churches they had planted to ‘establish’ them (Acts 14:21f; 15:41;18:23). Paul himself uses the term in relation to making Christians firm, strong and stable, whether in their faith against error, in their holiness against temptation, or in their courage against persecution (1:11; 1 Corinthians 1:8; 2 Corinthians 1:21; Colossians 2:7; 1 Thessalonians 3:2; 2 Thessalonians 2:17; 3:7).
Secondly Paul writes of the gospel of Christ. God is able to establish you ‘by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, 26 but now revealed’ (16:25b,26a). Paul would think ‘my gospel’ and ‘the proclamation of Jesus Christ’ are one and the same. He is affirming that God’s power to establish the church is part of his gospel, which is in itself the proclamation of Christ. Paul saw the gospel as a ‘mystery,’ as a cluster of truths ‘hidden for long ages past, but now revealed’ (16:25b,26a). God’s mystery is essentially Christ Himself in His fullness (Colossians 2:2). Relating first to Gentiles, they now have an equal share with Israel in God’s promises (Ephesians 3:6ff; 6:19f). Relating then to the Jews, one day ‘all Israel will be saved’ (11:25f). Believing Jews can look forward to future glory (1 Corinthians 2:7ff) when God will bring all things together under Christ (Ephesians 1:9f).
Thirdly, Paul writes of the evangelisation of the nations. This good news must be and already is being made known throughout the world: ‘made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him’ (16:26b). There are four features of the universal ‘making known’ of the gospel mystery similar to the letter’s opening paragraph (1:1-5) – the Scriptures, the commission to evangelise, the obedience of faith and all the nations.
First, the mystery is being made known ‘through the prophetic writings’ (the Old Testament scripture). Because even in Paul’s day these scriptures had been available for centuries, he has in mind that following the saving events of Christ, God has given His people a new Christological understanding of the Old Testament as bearing witness to Christ (cf. 1:2; 3:21).

Second, the clause ‘by the command of the eternal God’ must refer to the universal commission to preach the gospel. Behind the risen Christ who gave the commission (Matthew 28:19,20) is the eternal God whose everlasting purpose is to save and unite Jews and Gentiles in Christ.
Third is the clause ‘might believe and obey him’ (16:26b). This is identical to 1:5 (there translated ‘the obedience that comes by faith’). The true response to the gospel is faith but this faith is demonstrated by a life of obedience.

Fourth, the present day ‘making known’ of God’s mystery is for ‘all nations’ (16:26b) so they will believe and obey.
So this fourfold scheme of the making known of the gospel is through Scripture, by God’s command, to bring about the obedience of faith, for all the nations, corresponds to the letter’s opening, where the gospel is according to the Scripture, through the grace and apostleship given to Paul and others, to bring about the obedience of faith, and for all the nations.

Finally, Paul concludes in praise of God’s wisdom. ‘To the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen’ (16:27). God’s wisdom is seen in Christ Himself (Colossians 2:3; cf. 1 Corinthians 1:30) and above all else in the cross, which though foolish to many, is the wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 1:24), in God’s decision to save the world, not through its own wisdom but through the gospel (1 Corinthians 1:21), in the extraordinary phenomena of the multi-racial, emerging church (Ephesians 3:10), and in His purpose to ultimately unite everything under Christ (Ephesians 1:8ff).
So the major themes of Paul’s letter are woven into the doxology: the power of God to save and establish; the gospel and the mystery, once hidden and now revealed, Christ crucified and now risen; the Christ-centred witness of the Old Testament; the commission of God to make the good news universally known; the summons to all the nations to respond with the obedience of faith; and the saving wisdom of God, to whom all glory is due forever.
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