WHAT LOVE IN THE FAMILY OF GOD LOOKS LIKE
Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.13 Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.  Do not be conceited.
                                                                                                                                         Romans 12:9-16
As in 1 Corinthians 12, and 13, Paul moves here from the body of Christ, to the diversity of gifts in the body, to the overriding need for love.
So far in Romans all references to love have been to the love of God – demonstrated through the cross (5:8), poured into our hearts (5:5) and refusing to let us go (8:35,39). But now Paul focuses on love as the essence of Christian discipleship. Romans 12 to 15 is a sustained exhortation to let love govern and shape all our relationships. There are twelve components to love in this section.
(1) sincerity: ‘Love must be sincere’ (12:9)

The word ‘sincere’ translate a word literally meaning ‘without hypocrisy.’ In Paul’s day the ‘hypocrites’ were the actors in a play. They played a part. Genuine agape love is authentic. We are real people and no longer pretend to be who we’re not

(2) discernment: ‘Hate what is evil; cling to what is good’ (12:9)

A surgeon can hate cancer because he or she sees it destroy all that is good in the human body. We can hate what is evil because evil will destroy everything good in this life. Love’s ‘hatred’ of evil expresses an aversion, an abhorrence and a loathing of all that’s evil, and contrasts love’s ‘clinging’ to what is good (a sticking or bonding and is used of a sexual relationship in 1 Corinthians 6:16,17).
(3) affection: ‘Be devoted to one another in brotherly love’ (12:10)

Paul brings together two family words. ‘Be devoted’ translates a word describing our natural affection within a family, especially the love of a parent for a child. The word for ‘brotherly love’ describes the love between brothers and sisters. Both words were obviously used in a family setting but Paul reapplies them to the warm affection which should unite God’s family.
(4) honour: ‘Honor one another above yourselves’ (12:10)

Love between God’s people should express itself not only in a mutual affection but also in a mutual honour. It’s not certain whether Paul meant ‘esteem others more highly than yourself’ (Philippians 2:3) or ‘outdo one another in showing honour’ (RSV) because the verb (‘honor … above’) meant ‘to surpass.’
(5) enthusiasm: ‘Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord ’ (12:11)
‘Never be lacking in zeal’ is literally ‘in zeal, don’t be lazy.‘ ’Keep your spiritual fervor’ translates more exactly ‘be set on fire in/by the Spirit/spirit.’ Paul might be referring to the human ‘spirit’ or more likely, the Holy Spirit as the agent who inflames our passion for God and His work. Knowing human passion can sometimes be misguided, he adds that spiritual passion must always be in the obedient service of Christ.

(6) joy; ‘be joyful in hope’ (12:12)
We are to exhibit joy in our confident, trustful expectations of the hope (confident expectation) of God’s future glory.
(7) patience: ‘patient in affliction’ (12:12)

Being ‘joyful in hope’ will produce endurance in the present difficult circumstances. The word ‘patient’ means to remain under. It describes a forebearing attitude while remaining under the difficulty. Here the difficulty is ‘affliction,’ a word that means a pressing or pressure, anything that burdens the spirit.
(8) prayerful: ‘faithful in prayer’ (12:12)

God wants us to draw on Him and His grace in our ‘affliction.’ We do this principally in prayer. Paul calls on the community to be ‘faithful in prayer.’ He uses a word that stresses endurance, persevering, being steadfast. This was strong prayer that didn’t let go of God.
(9) generosity: ‘Share with God’s people who are in need’ (12:13)

This literally reads ‘Enter into fellowship (koinoneo) with the needs of the saints.’ This could mean either to share in peoples’ needs and sufferings, or to share our resources with them. In the early church in Jerusalem the Christians ‘had everything in common’ (Acts 2:42ff). They shared their possessions with those more needy than themselves.
(10) hospitality: ‘Practice hospitality’ (12:13)
Generosity was shown to the needy and hospitality to visitors. Hospitality was especially important in those days because inns were few and far between and were often unsafe anyway. Travelling missionaries and ordinary believers depended on the kindness of other Christians. The NIV’s ‘practice’ actually meant ‘to pursue.’
A break between verses 13 and 14 is marked by a shift in style and subject manner. The earlier passage emphasised relationships with believers but Paul now shows how love can be shown to non-Christians. He may be quoting from Jesus’ teaching here. Paul shows more dependence on Jesus’ teachings in this part of Romans than he does anywhere else in his letters. The way he weaves references into his own exhortations without especially citing Jesus is typical of the way the early Christians absorbed Jesus’ teaching into their own ethical tradition.
(11) good will: ‘Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse’ (12:14)
Blessing and cursing are opposites, wishing people either good or ill, health or harm. The persecutors are outsiders but the church is encouraged to respond as Jesus told His own disciples to (Luke 6:27,28).
(12) empathy: ‘Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn’ (12:15)

Love doesn’t stand aloof from other’s joys or pains. Love identifies with them, whether in rejoicing or in grief. Love enters into others’ experiences and emotions.
(13) harmony: ‘Live in harmony with one another’ (12:16)

Paul literally wrote: ‘Think the same things towards one another.’ The wording is almost identical with Philippians 2:2 where he appealed to the Philippians to be ‘like-minded’ and ‘one is spirit and purpose.’ When Christians have a renewed mind (12:2) they share the same convictions and concerns. Living and working in harmony is not possible without common convictions and concerns.
(14) humility: ‘Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.  Do not be conceited’ (12:16)

Jesus moved freely and naturally with social outcasts and calls us to do the same with equal freedom and naturalness. ‘People of low position’ translates a single Greek word that can mean ‘humble people’ or ‘humble things.’ Paul is either exhorting believers to associate with ‘down and outers’ in the community or to give themselves to menial work. Most NIV translations have this second meaning as a marginal note.
In summary Paul says Christian love (agape) is sincere, discerning, affectionate and respectful. It is both enthusiastic and joyful, patient and prayerful. Christian love is generous and hospitable, shows good will and empathy. It is marked by harmony and genuine humility.
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