TWO PATHS TO RIGHTEOUSNESS
Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: “The man who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith that we are proclaiming: 9 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
                                                                                                                                           Romans 10:5-13
Paul has already outlined three contrasts – between faith and works (9:32), between God’s righteousness to which we should submit and our own righteousness which we mistakenly try to build (10:3), and between Christ and the law (10:4). He will now elaborate further on the implications of this last contrast by highlighting the differences between ‘the righteousness that is by the law’ (10:5) and ‘the righteousness that is by faith’ (10:6).
‘Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: “The man who does these things will live by them”’ (10:5). When Moses spoke of living by the law, did he think a theoretical outcome could be a righteous standing before God? If so, it would only have been a theoretical outcome because as Paul notes elsewhere ‘All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” Clearly no one is justified before God by the law’ (Galatians 3:10,11). No one could be justified by the law because no one had succeeded in obeying it. It’s possible that Moses might not have understood ‘living by the law’ as the condition for righteous standing though but more as the condition for enjoying covenant privilege. Either way, Paul saw clearly that any righteousness based on the law was by definition something only attainable by “doing.”
Contrasting this is ‘the righteousness that is by faith’ (10:6). It sets before us Christ and not the law, and assures that, unlike the law, Christ is very accessible. ‘But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead)’ (10:6,7). Paul’s point seems to be that by Christ’s being brought down to earth (10:6 His incarnation) and His being brought up from the dead (10:7 His resurrection), God has made righteousness readily available (10:8). One does not have to ascend into heaven or plumb the depths of the sea to discover it. All one needs to do to attain righteousness is to respond in faith to the gospel as it is preached.

What is the message of the righteousness of faith? ‘But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith’ (the message requiring a response of faith – the gospel) ‘that we’ (the apostles) ‘are proclaiming’ (10:8). Picking up from the reference to the peoples’ ‘mouth’ and ‘heart’ in Deuteronomy 30:4 just quoted, Paul now summarises the gospel in these terms: ‘if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” (the earliest and simplest of Christian creeds) and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved’ (10:9). The heart and mouth, inward belief and outward confession belong together. ‘For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved’ (10:10). Reversing the order from 10:9 (where the mouth was first, followed by the heart), faith in the heart leads to justification; confession with the mouth leads to salvation. There is no contextual difference between justification and salvation. Similarly, the content of the belief and the content of the confession need to be merged. Implicit are the truths that Jesus Christ died, was raised, was exalted, and now reigns as Lord, bestowing salvation on those who believe. This is the message of ‘the righteousness that is by faith’ (10:6).
‘As Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved’ (10:11-13). These verses build on the close and ready accessibility of Christ and His gospel. He is not only easily accessible but equally accessible to all, to ‘anyone’ (10:11) and ‘everyone’ (10:13) since ‘there is no difference’ (10:12). All three verses refer to Christ and affirm His availability to faith, although each describes in different terms both the nature of faith and how Christ responds to believers. In 10:11 we trust in Him and ‘will never be put to shame.’ In 10:12 we ‘call on him’ and He ‘richly blesses us.’ In 10:13 we call ‘on the name of the Lord’ and are ‘saved.’ 
Taking each verse separately: ‘As Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame” ’ (10:11). Being ‘put to shame’ is sometimes used as a metaphor in the Scripture for condemnation at the judgement (Isaiah 50:7,8). Putting our faith in Christ brings vindication before God’s throne on judgement day. This is the second time Paul has quoted Isaiah 28:16 (9:33 was the first). 
‘For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him’ (10:12). The gospel opens salvation to all people on the same basis. There remains a fundamental distinction between those who seek righteousness by the law and those who seek it by faith. But between those who have been justified by faith, who are in Christ, all distinctions are irrelevant. The confession ‘Jesus is Lord’ unites both Jews and Gentiles in the same faith and the same hope. In Christ all who call on Him are richly blessed. Far from being impoverished, we receive His ‘unsearchable riches’ (Ephesian 3:8).
‘For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved”’ (10:13). The quote is from Joel 2:32. Peter cited it on the day of Pentecost, transferring the text from Yahweh to Jesus, which is what Paul has done here. This verse, along with 10:11 where Paul has identified the ‘stone’ of Isaiah 28:16 with Jesus show how strongly the early church identified Jesus with Yahweh, God’s covenant name.
So from Romans 10:5-13, what has Paul said is necessary for salvation? First, the fact of the historic Jesus, incarnate, crucified, risen, reigning as Lord, and accessible. Secondly, the gospel, ‘the word of faith’ (10:8) which makes Him known. Thirdly, trust on the part of the hearers, calling on the name of the Lord, combining faith in the heart with confession of the mouth. 

The only element missing is the evangelist who proclaims Christ and urges the listeners to put their trust in Him. This is the next topic in Paul’s thinking.
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