JESUS’ MISSION

AND THE OLD TESTAMENT

Part 5 Our Mission in the Light of Christ’s Mission
OUR MISSION IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST’S MISSION
Biblical insights from how Christ understood His mission must impact how we live out our own mission today. 
(1) Unity and Continuity of Mission

The mission of God’s people, from Ancient Israel right through to our own day, shows extraordinary continuity. There is a clear biblical link between the whole people of Israel as the servant God, and the individual Servant figure. Jesus the Messiah saw Himself in relation to both – embodying Israel and yet with a ministry to Israel.
Paul identified the mission of the Servant with the mission of the church in reaching out to bring the gospel to the nations, just as the Servant was commissioned to bring salvation to the ends of the earth. The continuity of mission and witness to the nations runs through Israel, the Servant, Jesus and the Church.

Mission lies at the heart of all God’s historical actions in the Scriptures. This mission is to His fallen, sinful human creation and ultimately to His whole creation. This is why He called Abraham, sent Jesus and commissioned His apostles. There is one servant people, one Servant King and one servant mission.

(2) To the Jew First

The order of the servant mission, expressed in Jesus’ ministry and Paul’s ministry, to the Jew first, must still be taken seriously. Paul insisted that even though most Jews had rejected Jesus as their Messiah, God had not rejected the Jews. Israel would be saved, along with Gentiles, through Jesus Christ. And since Christ had come through Israel and been sent to Israel, He must first be offered to the Jews. “To the Jew first” was both Paul’s theological conviction and missionary strategy. The church was not a Gentile phenomenon even though its membership was increasingly Gentile. It was a new humanity, composed of believing Jews and believing Gentiles. It was organically and spiritually continuous with the original people of God as the olive tree picture demonstrates. Israel had been redefined and extended, but the Jewish roots and trunk were not replaced or uprooted just because unbelieving branches had been lopped off.
There is an extreme viewpoint that rejects the need for evangelism to Jews because they are said to be already in covenant relationship with God and have no need of “conversion” to Christianity. This “two covenant theory” sees the new covenant only for Gentile Christians. Jews are saved through their original covenant. 
But this is view is deeply flawed in at least three ways:

Firstly it ignores both the Jewishness of Jesus and His whole conscious identity and mission. Jesus came within Israel, to Israel and for Israel. If Jews don’t need Him then everything Jesus believed about Himself and God’s purposes in sending Him to His people are wrong.

Secondly it fails to see the integral link between Jesus’ mission to Israel and God’s purposes in extending salvation to Gentiles. This is the essence of the servant identity of Jesus. This was not only the historical interpretation of the earliest church but is clearly established in Scripture. Jesus is the Saviour of the world because He is the Messiah of Israel. If He is not the Messiah for the Jews then He cannot be the Saviour of the Gentiles. He cannot be one and not the other. The Gospel has to be good news for the Jews if it is to be good news for anyone else.
Thirdly the “two covenant theory” subverts Paul’s claim that the gospel created one new people (Ephesians 2,3). Jesus was not just the Messiah of Israel. He was also the new Adam. In Him God’s purposes for humanity as a whole were achieved – not through two separate covenants but by a single new people in Christ

His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two [Jew and Gentile], thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility

Ephesians 2:15,16
Through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in the Messiah Jesus (Ephesians 3:6).
(3) Mission in Servanthood

The influence of the Servant figure on Jesus and the Church is presented so deeply in Scripture that it becomes the model and pattern for all Christian mission. While His contemporaries looked for a Messiah who would come in triumphal power, Jesus came in humility and initial obscurity and devoted His life to compassionate service to those society scorned, oppressed or excluded. He modeled a life of having come to serve and not be served. He washed the disciples’ feet and then explicitly stated this was how we should act.

So servanthood, written into the prophetic vision of the Servant and lived out in the ministry of Jesus, should be the motive and method of Christian mission.  It should be characteristic of relationships within the church. After a lengthy exhortation to Gentile and Jewish Christians at Rome to be tolerant of each other’s scruples, Paul points to the example of Christ – as the Servant
Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs, so that the Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy

Romans 15:7-9
It is one of the great tragedies of history that the Christian church has used domination and triumphalistic patterns to subject people to our ways of thinking and then called it “mission.” The best way to save the world is not to think we must run the world. Christian mission in the name of the Servant has been indelibly associated with power – military, cultural, economic and political. But the mandate of the Servant King still stands. He calls for servants, for those who will serve Him by serving the world.

(4) Mission in its Wholeness

The climax of the life of the Servant in Isaiah comes with his violent suffering and death and triumphant vindication in chapter 53. But Isaiah 42 gives us the greatest detail about the purpose, character and goal of his mission. His mission will bring justice to the nations (v.1). The Servant has the task of making real to the rest of humanity the ethical values God had entrusted to Israel. Being “a light to the nations” (v.46) includes this moral dimension.
 As the song in Isaiah 42:1-9 continues, the mission of justice has compassion, understanding and freedom added (v.7). Justice and gentleness; healing and wholeness.
If we accept the unity and continuity of the servant mission, from Israel, through the prophetic Servant, in the life and death of Jesus and then on to the mission of the church, then we have to see each of these as important dimensions of our mission. If Christian mission is true to the whole biblical pattern, it must contain compassion, understanding and freedom. Jesus included these in His own ministry definition in Luke 4:18ff. 
Did He complete His mission of bringing the law and justice to the nations or has He entrusted to His servant church, those who are ‘in Christ’ and so commanded to carry forward “all that he began to do and teach,” this same mission? The mission Jesus accepted as the driving aim of His own life has been entrusted to His followers.
This study is principally a summary of Knowing Jesus through the Old Testament by Christopher J. H. Wright (InterVarsity Press. Downers Grove IL. 1992) pp.174-180
1  This same picture, though with a different movement (the nations come to Zion rather than the 


    Servant going to the nations) is found in Isaiah 2:2-5





