JESUS AND HIS OLD TESTAMENT IDENTITY AS THE SON OF GOD SERIES
Part 5 IF YOU ARE THE SON OF GOD

We can now see
 what an awesome responsibility lay on Jesus’ shoulders as He faced the task of being the Son of God. As the representative of Israel He was called to obedience. But what was at stake in that obedience was far more than His self consciousness of His relationship with God His Father, or even proving in Himself that Israel could be obedient. The obedience of Jesus as Son of God opened the way for the fulfillment of God’s universal purpose for all humanity, the same purpose for which He had called Israel his firstborn son. Jesus’ obedient sonship fulfilled the mission which Israel’s sonship had prepared them for but had failed through disobedience.
With the salvation of the world at stake, the devil’s onslaught was directed in the area of Jesus’ sonship. The devil knew Jesus’ obedience would win the world for God and so offered Jesus the world in advance if He would sell out. But Jesus resisted and set Himself deliberately on the path of loyal obedience to His Father, fully aware it would lead to suffering and death. This was the only way the firstborn Son would “bring many sons to glory” (Hebrews 2:10).
Paul was appointed “apostle to the Gentiles [nations]” and so had a special interest in the effect what God had done through His Son had on the nations. In the opening verses of Romans Paul’s summary of the gospel combines the human and divine sonship of Jesus with the opening of salvation to all the nations.

… the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him and for his name’s sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes through faith
                                                                                                     Romans 1:2-5

Later, when exploring how the current rejection of Jesus by most Jews had led to the harvest of non-Jewish believers, Paul picks up a prophecy of Hosea which spoke of the sons of God.

Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the sea shore, 

which cannot be measured or counted.

In the place where it was said to them ‘you are not my people’

They will be called ‘sons of the living God’

                                                            Hosea 1:10

Hosea was talking about the restoration of Israel after judgement and understood this restoration in terms of the father-son relationship. But in the first part of the verse he references the Abrahamic promise of the expansion of Israel into a nation without number (Genesis 13:16; 15:5). Although Hosea might have only had Israel in mind, Paul quotes this verse in Romans 9:26 in clear reference to the Gentiles who are now becoming ‘sons of the living God’ through their faith in Jesus. Paul has taken the Old Testament terminology for Israel as God’s people and God’s Son and transposed it into his own missionary vocabulary to explain what was happening as a result of his evangelistic ministry. The expression ‘not my people’ had in Hosea’s prophecy been a term of judgement on Israel but Paul uses it here to describe those who had previously had no share in the blessings of Israel (i.e. the Gentiles). They were now called to belong to the people of God and so to enter into the relationship of sonship to God as Father.
What he says in Romans is an expansion of what he had much earlier written to the Galatians, a church of mainly Gentile believers. He first emphasised that through the Messiah, Jesus, they are one with the Jews in relation to God – using the language of sonship.

You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise.

                                                                                          Galatians 3:26-29

Paul then goes on to show how this has come about through the work of God’s own Son.

When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, the Spirit who calls out Abba, Father. So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.

                                                                                         Galatians 4:4-7

So Paul’s missionary theology was based on the identity of Jesus and that in turn was based on a deep understanding of the Hebrew Scriptures.

The Old Testament provided the models, pictures and patterns by which Jesus understood His own essential identity and especially gave depth and colour to His primary self-awareness as the Son of His Father God.
This study is principally a summary of Knowing Jesus through the Old Testament by Christopher J. H. Wright (InterVarsity Press. Downers Grove IL. 1992) pp.132-135
� This study follows the first four in this series and assumes they have been read





